
March 31, 1995 11339COMMONS DEBATES

S. O. 31

[English] The Speaker: The hon. member for St. Boniface.

CONSTITUENCY COMMITTEES

Mr. Bob Ringma (Nanaimo—Cowichan, Ref.): Mr. Speak­
er, I would like to congratulate a group of constituents in my 
riding of Nanaimo—Cowichan who are doing valuable work on 
behalf of taxpayers.

LEARNING DISABILITIES

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
you may have noticed a number of our colleagues wearing a 
black and gold ribbon over the past month. March is Learning 
Disabilities Month and this ribbon honours all Canadians whoSeveral months ago I followed the lead of my colleague from .....................

North Vancouver by inviting interested citizens to get involved ^ave earnln§ disabilities and those who provide them with
in the Canada Employment Centre grant process. Since that time suPPort °f a11 kinds,
this committee has been hard at work reviewing grants to [Translation] 
determine if tax dollars were being spent wisely. This practice 
has resulted in constituents having direct input into the process 
instead of having the MP simply rubber stamp these applica- has learning disabilities, which will affect performance at 
tions, as is usually the case according to a senior official at school and may be a serious obstacle to learning to read, write

and do arithmetic.

One Canadian out of ten, which means 2.9 million Canadians,

human resources development.

[English]

Early diagnosis and remedial intervention is the key. Children 
with learning disabilities become adults with learning disabili­
ties if there is no early intervention.

As a former educator, I recognize the importance of training 
to all MPs as to the value of getting constituents involved in the for all teachers in learning disabilities and the importance of 
democratic process. specialized training programs for adults with learning disabili­

ties.

Based on the positive results from this committee, I am now 
looking to establish other working groups at the constituency 
level to get involved in everything from agriculture to trans­
portation.

This committee and others like it should serve as an example

* * * Today I honour and recognize the learning disabled, each of 
whom struggles daily to leam. I also honour those who provide 
them with support of all types.HEALTH CARE

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—Meadow Lake, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the financing of medical care in Canada has 
become a challenging task that the federal government is about 
to make even more challenging. The current federal proposal to 
change the way cash is transferred to the provinces will create a Mr. Wayne Easter (Malpeque, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Canadian 
patchwork of different delivery systems in different provinces farmers are no strangers to the hardships of climactic extremes,
across Canada. Fortunately, some provinces have a progressive As our economic climate becomes increasingly competitive, 
view of health care delivery. farmers are confronting a growing storm of cutbacks and

continuing trade wars, especially downward pressure from the 
Thanks to good economic management, the Government of American export enhancement program.

Saskatchewan will introduce this year new and expanded health 
services at the community level. These will include home care 
and increased support for respite beds, and day programs that 
provide some relief for family caregivers when needed.

CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD

At the eye of the storm is the Canadian Wheat Board, one of 
Canada’s great institutions. In such a climate the board plays a 
critical role by supporting the principles of orderly and fair 
marketing and in essence works on behalf of farmers.

I have received copies of several hundred letters written by 
Canadians from ridings across western Canada who feel the 
same way. All of these letters say the board should remain a 
strong selling agency for the Canadian farmer. Many suggest it 
should be given an even stronger mandate.

Saskatchewan’s health minister, Lome Calvert, says that 
these and other initiatives represent the most comprehensive 
and people sensitive approach to community based health care 
in Canada.

It shows that even in the face of financial difficulties a 
province that cares for people can meet its health challenges. I In the truest sense, the Canadian Wheat Board is an organiza- 
urge the federal government to ensure provincial initiatives such tion that works for Canadian farmers. I congratulate those 
as these are not undermined by a shortsighted and poor— farmers and support their initiative.


