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Mr. CALDWELL: I have had a number
of letters mysoîf from mon in New Brunswick
who had quite a large trade with Australia
and thcy say that, due te the suspension of
this troaty or the uncerteinty about it, ne
one in that dominion will do business with
them. They are waiting te know what the
termis of the treaty will ho, expecting there is
a pessibility of botter terrms.

Mr. ROBB: That is good news.

Mr. CALDWELL: Well, it might ho
botter. At the presenit timo they say the
business they did have is entirely suspended;
that ne one will order geods from Canada
because they aie waiting te get the henefit of
thîs trecty. 1 think it is urgent that the met-
ter ho hastened as mtîch as possible.

Mr. ROBB: I aree with my hion. friend.

Mr. CALDWELL: I should net like te
acrept the idea the leader of the opposition
lias advanced that this session would heoever
before anvthing would ho done about it. If
that is likely, is it possible for the government
te negot:ate this treaty during the recess? Or
must it ho ratified by parliament?

Mr. ROBB: I would net commit myself as
te that.

Mr. CALDWELL: Because if net, parlie-
mont might give the goernment whatever
euthority is necessery te negotiate this treety.

Mr. ROBB: I have nothing te add te the
statement made by the Prime Minister. I do
net think it is wise te state enything further.

Mr. CALDWELL: I should like te get in-
formation as te the authority of the geverfi-
mont te negetiate a treaty wben the flouse
is net in session. I think wo passed an ct
two years age authorizing- tho gevernment te
negeotiate a reciprocity agreement witb the
United States if the eppertunity ever offered.
I sheuld like te urge the gevernment very
stronglv, if this Australian treaty is net con-
summated and ready fer ratification hefere the
flouse prereguos, te hring dewn a bill end
obtein autherity te ratify this treaty, such
treaty te ho submitted te ýperliement at its
next session fer confirmation if necossary;
at eny rate, that the government should have
autherity te deal with this trecty when the
negotiations have heen completed hy its rep-
rosentetive who is now in Australie.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Why doos the hon. mem-
ber went an assurance thet the government
will pass end sign the treety when he dees
net know what is in it?

[Mr. Robb.J

Mr. CALDWELL: 1 presumne that our
geveruiment would, not negotiate a treatY
that would be to the disadvantage of Can-
ada. The representations I have frein busi-
ness men in New Brunswick, amongst them
the canners of flsh are that the ternis as pro-
posed -would give Canadian business great
advantag-es in Australia.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I canne t find what they
are.

Mir. CALDWELL: 1 have net been ahie te
either. 1 deoflot knew what these peeple
have in mind. In their lettors te me they
indicate they did have an idea that it weuld
heo f great value te their in' erests. If there

ianvthin, we can do te assist business in
Canada hv a treaty or othcrwise, it is eur
diity te do if,.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I have net as great faith
as the apostie of Israel te my left-

Mr. CAHILL: My hon. friend is clmost
clone in Canada in that respect.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: I almost have a feeling
I would like te be alone when I see the bion.
member apnroadhing. The speech of the
hion. member te my left (Mr. Caldwell) ex-
emplifies about what cverybody in Canada
knows about this f.reaty. Business mon seem
te be able te make a guess. They are per-
mit cd by the gevernment te make a guess
with impunity. Aus ralia is permitted te pub-
lish what it believes te be the treaty. The
United States representatives are permitted
te send te' I heir geverromont what they be-
lieve te ho the treaty. In fact everybody
is permitted te do what hoe likes cnd te knew
what ho likes about the troaty excent the
parliament ef Canada; but the constitution
would crash if thîs governiment gave the
least intimation te, hion. members of the
House as to what is in the troaty. Net only
have we net the rigbt te know what is in
'lie treate that this goveroimont is about
either te execute or abandon but we are net
permittcd te know what the objeet of the
present mission of Mr. Ross is. We are to]d,
or it is intimated te us at least, that the
govornment is net satisfied with some clause
about Australia roquiring geeds that get the
preference froin us te be 75 per cent menu-
factured in Canada. This is as fer as any-
body will go in the wey of leiting parliement
know what is the reeson for the delcy or
what is the oblect of the Ross mission. But
anyone who reviews the terms of the treety
and the facts of the actual trade of Can-
ada knows thet that clause bas mighty little
signiflcanco,-I do net say it bas none but


