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siderable portion of the Uine was entered into, and held
the contractor's deposit, which accompanied the tender.
Subsequent to the change of government ini 1911 the
incom:ing Minister of Railways, Hon. Frank Cochrane,
after keeping the contractors and the people of
Guyshoro in suspense for about a year, flnally canceiled
the contract for construction and raturned the con-
tractor's deposit. At about the saine turne the ministar
entered into a contract for the coi)struction of seventy
mailes of railway in the county of Halifax, frora Dart-
mouth to Stewart, the county of Halifax being than
represented by the Premier, the Right Hon. Sir Robert
Berden. This road was designed to give railwaY
advantages to, the fertile vailey of Musquodoboit, but
the road built stopped short of reachlng a most
important section of the valley and really ended no-
where.

Later the. Guyaboro railway project, had the attention
of the Board of Directors of the Canadaen National
Railway when, durmng 1910-1920, the president instructed
the chief engineer to investigate the matter thoroughly
and report. In pursuance of these instructions the en-
gineer personally spent soine time in the district and
travelledl with the writer over the whole course of the
projected route. Borne possible changes in alignmant
were then suggested and these later were thoroughlY
gone over by survey parties when the further data
secured resulted in, the adoption of somes changes i
location. After a f ull and exhaustive report had heen
put before the board as to the cost of the road, the
gradients and the economnies to bie expected from, its
construction, the board, on the advice of the chairman,
resolved to proceed with the construction of the road,
and recommendad that a contract be given for the

buildine of the first section of twenty-five miles eastward
from Sunnybrae, and that the work ha immediately
proceeded with.

The decision of the hoard was vetoed on the ground
of financial stringency by the than tressury board of
the cabinet. Froin these facto it is established that
the Guyshoro railway was not condemned hy everY
governiment, but on the other bond had the support
and direct approval of the Laurier goverinent, and
later also of the C.N.R. President and Board of
Directors after the engineers cf the board had given
the matter the fuIlest consideration.

As to the matter of the necessity for and policy
governing the construction of branch Uines connecting
with the C.N.R. i the West, a gond deal of sound
argument con ha suhmitted. While ail the branch lines
projected, most of which were undertaken by the
Canadian Northaru management, but not completed,
are not of equal importance to the successful operation
cf the C.N.R., some of thera are doubtleas necesary asfeeders and the delay in their completion bas adversely
affected aarning power of the C.N.R. Most of the
settiars in the country which thay should serve settled
there on the clearly-stated undertaking by the Can.
adian Northern management that the branches would
bceat once hegun and pushed to completion, which
promise was not effectively carried out.

But it is not the western branch Uines 'which Parti-
cularly interest me, but the Sunnybrae railway, ani
the general treatment cf the province cf Nova Scatia

asrgards railway construction, and the unfair treat-
Ment accorded thia province in view of i contribution
ta the general railway expenditure of Canada, and aur
proportion cf the enormous commitinents due ta the
taking aver cf the Canadian Northarn, Grand Trunk
Pacific and Grand Trunir B.aiways, none cf the mileage
of which. lie within or are of any direct maternaI benefit
ta the province cf Noya Scotia.

The importance of the propceed so-called Guyeboro,
railway la due ta, two facto, in soima respects quite
<listinctly different, while the road f rom. Sunnybrae

to Guysboro will be cf distinct advantage te the latter
point, and the southeastern coast of Nova Sentia,
generaily, Guysboro county particularly, which bas ta-
daynot a single mile cf railway. The continuanca of
the road beyond Guyshoro, to Muigrave, thus parmitting
of the diverting of the traffic now passing over the
New Glasgow te Mulgrave Uine, and the saving te hae
effected therehy, is the real, important factor, which
abundantly warrants the building cf the lina, as la
well known, te ail intimately associated with that
portion of the C.N.R. betwecn New Glasgow and
Mulgrave.

It is a matter of common knowledge that derail-
ments have caused and are stiil causing grave anxiaty
to tha operating management and the travelling public.
Accidents hava heen numarous owing to tha gradient
and alignicent of the roed. Tha grades in places
ameunt to nearly two per cent, and ara auch that
drivers must rush down a biil to saquire momenturc
to carry them over the nazi crest. The bottom of most
of the grades are reverse curves, with their tandency
toward derailment. Train wreckage with destruction of
rolling stock and damnage to goods bas for years hemn
heavy on the section.

For years thera has been an average monthly deficit
of over $50,000 on oparating due te adverse physical
conditions, a exampliflad hy the fact that a locomotive
which will haul four thousand tons on the prairie
sections of the C.N.R. will with difficulty handIe Iau
than oe-quarter of that tonnage between Mulgrave
and New Glasgow. For quite tan yaars a continuons
and effective effort bas heen made hy the engineering
depariment of the castern division te ohtain a hetter
aligninent of this important aighty-mile section.
Numerous engineering parties axamined the whole extent
of the road and, after the hast trial lina diversions were
worked out, these departing f rom, the preseot align-
ment at semas fourteen different Points, and giving an
increase in the length of the road of sixteen miles, the
proposed diversion still offered et hast a gradient of
1.68 par cent.

In view of this result the expenditure of any con-
sidereble soin in changing the existing aligninant wes
unanimously considerad unwsrranted, and it was proven
heyond disputa that the only real cure for the difficulty,
se fer as heavy freight was concemaed, was ta abandon
the New Glasgow-Mulgrave section for ail through
traffic, and axtend the New Glasgow-Sunneyhrae lina
through Guyshore ta Muigrave, whare a llrst-class aligu-
ment could ha ohtainad with grades not exceeding .06
going eastarly and .05 coming westerly from Cape
Breton-the alignxnent and grades on the prcposed lins
being aqual te those of the bust divisions of the C.N.R.
system. The length of the extension Sunnybrae to
Guyshor, and on te Muigrave road would ha ninaty-
three miles.

Tha engineers' astimata cf the total cost at preseni
prices, inclusive of rigbi of way, land damages, raway
stations, water tanks, sidinga, telegraPh and talephone
aystem, and ail other accussories whatgoever for 8,-
556,00, or 182,000 par mile.

The engineer data, includig profils, position cf
bridges, aidings, water tanks, and evary construction
detail cf that character, la complets and an Sie in the
rilway officus, Moncton. The yardage cf ai cuitinga,

fille, ceaIt cf bridges, etc., bas beau calculated, and the
plans and data are en complets ihat contracte for the
construction Of anY section cf the whols lins could b.
give by the railway management et any tinesauch
was ordared.

As ta the necuasity for imnprovement in the axisting
thrOugh trafio facilities, passing over the New Glasgow-
Mulgrave section of the railway, it may ha peintad out
thai the great traffic producer for the C.N.R. systein
in the Maritime provinces la the coa, iron and steal
trade of Cape Breton and Pictou county, while aIn the


