
52 [MAY 21, 1895]1525 1.526

nay, no doubt, have one, but under the bility of finding such a p
practice which obtains in Great Britain. it ministry of the day; and that the constitutional
has a right to have none. Such is the doc- duty of Her Majesty's Opposition, the constitu-
trine professed by Todd in his work, " Parlia- tional duty that was thrown upon them was to

tri ne refernmdbi-Toind m î d," volorlcriticise the administration and legisiation o! thementary Goernment in England," vol. Government, toholdtheIn check, to warn them
pages 415 and 417ï: I earnestly call the at- whFn they were going wrong, to censure th2m
tention of the hon. gentlemen opposite towhen they had gone wrong, and generally criti-
this opinion in connection with constitu- cise and observe upon the course of administra-
tional law tion and legisation. If the Opposition chose to

take a further step, th.ey miglit do. certainly,
The opposition exercise a wholesome influence buz it is fot forced upon them, and it is fot

upon parliamentary debate, and upon the conduct for-ed upon them in reference to any subjeet.
of the Crown in Parliament, for they are Thus, Mr. Speaker, the Couservative party,
constitutional critics of all public affairs, and
whatever course the Government may pursuewn>gr
they naturally endeavour to flnd some ground ing no platforuî. ougli the future fot te
for attack. It Is the function of an opposition to ignore the eonstitutionai principle Irofesse<
state the case against the administration ; to say by Sir John Macdonald in 1878, whenlie was
everything which may plausibly be said against leader of the Opposition. Moreover, ve have
measure, act or word of every member of the a platforni. and what proves ir, is the fact
ministry ; in short, to constitute a standing cen-
sorship of the Government, subjecting ail its acts that the bon. gentlemen opposite, while c-
and measures to a close and jealous scrutiny. * * tradicting theîîseives. are always impugning
It is an old maxim, that the duty of an opposi- US in connection with tbat ven.-platform.
tion is very simple : " It is to oppose everything. In order t show its adiantages, I1intend te
and propose nothing." And In the same spirit, evidence ci statenent set forth in it, by
Sir Robert Peel used to say that " he declined to showing the disastrous resuits of tle Na-
prescribe until he was called in." The peculiar tional I>licy, just advocated by the hon.
office of the opposition is, doubtless, "to watch
with keen eye the conduct of the governmentinemlw' for Victoria (Nir. NeDcnal(l.
they oppose. to see if anything be wrong or our platform is the counrerpart of the
blamable, or liable to criticism therein-to trip National Policy and its condenation alike.
them up before they fall-at all events, if they The first thing this policy vas to achieve, in
stumble, to mark their stumbling, and call upon 178, was to put a stop te tle commercial de-
them to set things right again." The originators pression tlen prevailing and to prevent its
of measures and inventors of a policy, the indi-rne.
viduals who come forward with their schemes
and suggestions for publie approbation, are not sien of 1878 has passei, ne doubt, but at
the opposition, but the ministers of the Crown ; the present tinie, this policy advoeated lu
we (the opposition) stand here to criticise the 1878Slias given risc W another one, and a
suggestions and schemes which they bring for- more severe eas I will show in a moment.
ward, and which are founded on knowledge The National Policiwas to put a sto
wherein we cannot share. and inspired, no doubt, and to inerease oui population.
by the feeling of responsibility under which they The result was totally different froin the
aet. But it is quite compatible with these fune-
tions for an opposition, undeýr certain circum-
stances, to coincide with the policy of ministers their brutal eloquence, Contradict the pro-
and to ground their attack upo:1 th.e weakness of misés which the then Opposition. through
the administration in carrylng eut principles its leader, Sir John Macdouald, made to the
which the sense of the country has approved. country. From 1881 to 1891, under the pro-
Todd here quotes the opinions of Pmners- tective system. the population of tie pro-
Ion and Disraeli. Moreover, it was the doc- -meoffQuebee, that Frenchirace, se
trine supported hy Sir Jolhn A. Macdald igorous and ssrong which, l 1761-1. oly
when he was eharged with failing te define inclu&ed 76.000seuls, only increased by 129,-
with sufficient clearness his policy in the 508. or 9-53 per cent ; whule, frein 1871 t1

lsolution le brought before this House on 1881, under a tarif for revenue. ci iii-
tile 7tl 3arc-h. 1878. This doctrine was ac- creasa by 167,511, or at a rate of 14 per
Inowle(lge(d as sound and constitutional. cent. n Ontario. the lucrease. whiel lad
and here is w-hat lie stated at that time. I been 306,072, or 18-6 per cent fron 1871 to
liuote fron his speech as reported in "Han- 1881, only was 187.399. or 9-73 per cent frem

sa rd," vol. 1, page 853: 1881to 1891. Iu Nova Scoti. -vliere-the lon.
gerlea18îholijust spoken hefore me re-

But, in the position I now hold, I think it iseliteiliino Ih
well that, at this stage of the debate, and In
order to reduce the stream of discussion, which
has been widening, into a narrower channel, Ireeue. Vîider thc 50 eiuinently prùteetive
should lay before this House a resolution Insysteux of the National Policy. that progi-es-
unendment to the motion, which will be ex- sivçe poliey. the policy of industrial growth,
pressive of the policy of those with whom I amaerding te the hon. gentlemen opposite.
associated, and, I believe, the policy which wiJl fio
be acceptable to the country. In bringing for- md1b1 9,824, ci- 2-123 p cn thigres
ward this resolution, I am doing what, perhaps. Mela9i2g oe2Ne 3 Brnck ur tii mre
[am not called upon to do. The hon. the First
Minister very truly said, some years ago, that disheartening. Frein 1871 te 1881. its popu-
they, the Opposition, were not called upon W lati n had inereased by 35.639, or 12-4 per" a -iforthecu yt thmison.-'nt or the dy ;anha t stiài


