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[Texte]

other people, who had far more potential, never really made it. 
Unfortunately, many of them are statistics that are far too common in 
the aboriginal community, and they are no longer with us in person.

In any case, back in 1988 I decided to try to put forward an 
idea for the development of something that would help 
aboriginal sport development as a whole, where we would look 
at an idea that followed a European model. That was looking at 
sport schools and seeing how you could team with them what was 
happening in the aboriginal community at large in development of 
the school structure and providing opportunities through physical 
education.

1 came forward with a basic proposal. I had a number of problems 
with getting my message across, so I decided another way to do it 
would be to incorporate a charitable organization, to try to solicit 
funds from the private sector, to try to do it that way.
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Well, it took two years for my charitable status to come through. 
I was told by the lawyer who was working for me at the time that for 
a number of reasons, because it was an aboriginal charitable 
organization based on a reserve, there were special forms it had to go 
through, and hoops and hurdles. Nevertheless, it got through.

It was through that mechanism that we were able to secure some 
funds through Canadian Pacific Railway, who were very helpful in 
starting to promote what we had envisioned here to look at aboriginal 
access to the sports system, but as importantly, to look at the sport 
plan and structure and facilities as a whole.

Without that basis, it was very difficult to walk into a ministerial 
office and say, “Hello, I’m Alwyn Morris; I’m here because I am a 
former athlete and I think something should be done in this area”. I 
wasn’t taken very seriously when I tried to do that. But as president 
and founder of a charitable organization that bears my name.. .it 
seemed to carry a bit of weight.

Probably in addition to that, one of the things that happened as a 
disgrace to this country was when Ben Johnson got caught with 
steroids in Seoul. The Dubin inquiry raised a number of questions 
about the sport system as it stands, and it allowed for the standing 
committee to be established in order for me to go in front of it.

When that all happened, there were two points of departure. One 
was looking at the sport system as it stands today; in other words, the 
national sport organizations, the provincial sport organizations, and 
the multi-sport organizations that are already out there as part of 
Canada’s sport system. The other side was to look at what was going 
on in sport with aboriginal access.

What I have in front of me here is a copy of the standing 
committee report that made the recommendation that an aboriginal 
sport secretariat be established to help the development of aboriginal 
or indigenous athletes. That lent quite a bit of fuel to having the 
whole issue of aboriginal sport development addressed.

We took this report and we felt it was quite important, because this 
was finally something coming out, as far as the foundation was 
concerned, that was actually a step in the right direction. It was a 
small step, but it was a step in the right direction.

[Traduction]

moi, n’y étaient jamais parvenus. Malheureusement, beaucoup 
d’entre eux ne figurent plus qu’en tant que statistiques et ne sont plus 
de ce monde, fait trop répandu dans la collectivité autochtone.

Quoi qu’il en soit, j’ai décidé, en 1988, de me lancer dans 
une entreprise, à savoir le développement des sports 
autochtones dans leur ensemble, en nous inspirant d’un modèle 
européen. Je voulais examiner le cas des écoles de sport: 
Comment pourrait-on y attirer les jeunes autochtones et leur ouvrir 
de nouvelles voies par le biais de l’éducation physique.

J’avais une grande idée, mais des difficultés à faire entendre mon 
message, et j’ai donc décidé qu’une autre façon de s’y prendre serait 
de fonder une oeuvre de charité, de recueillir des fonds auprès du 
secteur privé, d’essayer de m’y prendre de cette façon.

Il m’a fallu deux ans pour obtenir le statut d’organisme philan
thropique. En effet, l’avocat dont j’avais engagé les services à 
l’époque m’a dit que pour plusieurs raisons, parce qu’il s’agissait 
d’un organisme philanthropique basé sur une réserve, il y avait des 
formalités administratives particulières, des obstacles supplémentai
res à surmonter, ce à quoi nous sommes néanmoins parvenus.

C’est par ce biais que nous avons pu obtenir certains fonds du 
Canadien Pacifique, qui nous a beaucoup aidés à encourager l’accès 
des autochtones aux structures sportives et surtout, mieux encore, à 
réexaminer les structures et installations sportives dans leur ensem
ble.

Sans ce point de départ, il aurait été difficile d’entrer dans le 
bureau d’un ministre en disant: «Bonjour monsieur, je suis Alwyn 
Morris, ex-athlète. Il y a des choses qui laissent à désirer dans ce 
domaine». Quand je me suis lancé ainsi, on ne m’a pas pris très au 
sérieux, mais en tant que président et fondateur d’une oeuvre de 
charité qui porte mon nom... cela a quand même semblé enfoncer un 
coin.

Par ailleurs, il y a eu l’épisode, infamant pour notre pays, de Ben 
Johnson disqualifié, à Seoul, pour dopage. L’enquête Dubin a 
soulevé un certain nombre de questions sur le système sportif dans 
son ensemble, et un comité permanent a été mis sur pied, ce qui m’a 
permis de comparaître devant lui.

L’examen de cette question devait se faire sous deux angles: d’une 
part, le système tel qu’il existe actuellement, à savoir les organisa
tions sportives nationales et provinciales ainsi que les organisations 
multisports existantes, d’autre part, examiner quelles étaient les 
organisations sportives ouvertes aux autochtones.

J’ai sous les yeux un exemplaire du rapport du comité permanent 
recommandant l’établissement d’un secrétariat au sport autochtone 
pour encourager les autochtones à accéder aux sports. Cette 
recommandation a été précieuse pour nous permettre de mettre le 
pied à l’étrier.

Ce rapport nous a paru important, c’était enfin, pour notre 
fondation, un pas, si petit soit-il, dans la bonne direction.


