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. . .This Conference . . .is addressing itself to a great,
an urgent task of popular education . It seeks to strengthen
our community by the only lasting means by which it can be
made to endure -- by making our objectives and our arrange-
ments for attaining them better known among our peoples, by
promoting among us a better knowledge of each other and of
the contributions each has to make to the steady achievement
of the objects we have set ourselves .

It is all very well for us, your servants and the
representatives of your governments, to meet solemly in Paris,
in the Palais de Chaillot, and to call ourselves the North
Atlantic Council . It is a?l very well, and no doubt essential
for us to pass resolutions and establish committees and working
groups and to sign protocols and to issue statements . It is
all very well, too, for our statesmen to make eloquent and in-
spiring speeches about the North Atlantic community -- perhaps,
indeed, we could do with more of these things just now . But,
because we are free peoples, these thir.gs are not enough .
There must be a wide and solid base in public opinion and con-
viction, if our association is to survive and to develop . If
the citizens of our fourteen countries are not seized of the
reasonableness and righteousness of what we are doing, they
will not long sustain their governments in a course which in-
volves so much effort and sacrifice on the part of all .

Now I suppose, . .to take advantage of the opportunity . . .to
make a few personal observations on the nature of this association
of nations that we call the North Atlantic Treaty Organization .
What manner of institution is this NATO, or "OTAN" as it is
beginning to be called in Paris? Well, in the first place i t
is, of course, an alliance for defence against a military threat .
Rut is it more than that -- a political institution of some new
kind? A first step toward a federation or confederation of
states? Have we in NATO the beginnings of a genuine community
of peoples ?

Not long ago I heard a distinguished soldier provide a
very brief answer to the question (which he himself had put to
his audience) of how NATO could succeed in its first objective
of providing an effective defence against the disaster which
overhangs the free world . It is really very simple, he said .
A11 that is necessary is for the fourteen representatives of
the governments comprising the North Atlantic Council to have
the political and moral courage to take the necessary decisions :


