
V. BACKGROUND

Over the past few years, the need for bold initiatives to address the challenges ofAfrican development has been widely acknowledged in international institutions andother international forums.

Canada's commitment to playing a leadership role in building a partnership toaddress Africa's development challenges in the 21 stcentury was made clear when in2001. Prime Minister Jean Chrétien indicated that Africa was going to be a priorityfocus at the G8 meetings he was scheduled to chair in Kananaskis, Alberta in June
2002.

At the 2001 G8 Summit in Genoa, ltaly, Prime Minister Chrétien argued in favour ofan enhanced and coordinated international assistance to Africa because, "AidingAfrica is flot charity, it's an investment." At their meeting in Genoa, G8 leadersundertook to support an 'Africa Action Plan" to be adopted at the Kananaskis
Summit.

Since Genoa, Prime Minister Chrétien, British Prime Minister Tony Blair and FrenchPresident Jacques Chirac, have taken a leadership role in coordinating the G8 groupof industrialized nations and the international financial institutions (IFîs) to form aglobal partnership with African countries and leaders. Borne of the priority areas
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