
Ciliren. the UN Convention and thie Media

Participation of CIiildren
i th~e Media

Children are sometimes given a voice in the media
when, for instance, school problems are covered. B
most other issues seem to be reserved for aduits.
Even when news reporters talk with ordinary peop
in the street about current events, they seldom turzi
to children. From a journalistic point of view this
appears to be a missed opportunity; children do
beloniz to societv and their views are relevant.
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(d) Encourage the mass media to have partic-
ular regard to the linguistic needs of the child
who belongs to a minority group or who is
indigenous;

There are two major tendencies in these articles.
One is about freedom of expression and access to the
mtedia, the other one is treating the media as an educa-
tional tool. Though clearly distinct, the two aspects
inter-relate.
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Implementation of the Right to Access ta the Media
Even if the media are largely run privately in a coun-

Stry, the authorities could undertake some supportive
measures, for instance through financial incentives,

n in order to guarantee a supply of children's litera-
tire and programmes. This may especially be the
case for the production and dissemination of infor-
mation material in minority languages.

However, the country reports so far received by
the monitoring UN Coninittee on the Rights of the
Child show a mixed picture of iimplementation.6>
Several reports ini fact mention nothing or almost
nothing about any of the aspects of Article 17,
including about access to the media. So was the case

re with reports from, for instance, Indonesia, Pakistan,
f Ukraine, Jamaica, Argentina and Paraguay. Cyprus

and Chile only made brief references to their consti-
tutions. The impression left is that there is no delib-
erate volicy or izovernment plan in relation to chil-
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