
EXCHANGE 0F LETIERS

A. Later to thie Govermentý pCundat

Dear Commissioner,

On 17.06.1999, tiie Councl of tii. European Union and the. Commission of the. Eurapean
Cominities conchadat tiie Agreeanet betwaan the. European Communities and the.
Goveniment of Canad& rqgardiiig the. application of ti.ir competition Iaws.

In order to ensur a cicar undeusaanding of the. European Conimunitics' interpretation ofthie
Agreemntt, we set out below two urtarpretative staterments.

In T tii. Iigit of Article XI of tii. Agreement, Article X<1) should bc understood to
mean thiia the. information covcred by tiie provisions of Article 20 of
Council Ragulation 17/62 or by equivalent provisions in otiier regulations in the field
of competition may not uinde any circumstances bc comrmunicated te the. Canadian
competition autiiority, save witii the express agreement of the. source concernied.

Simiarly, the. infonmation refe.ued to i Articles 11(8) aid VUI of thie Agreement may
not include information covered by Article 20 of Regulation 17/62 nor by eqitivalent
provisions in otiier regulations in the field of competition, save witii tiie express
agreement o! the, source concenieti

2. In thi. light o! Article X(2) of the Agreement ail information provided in confidence.by either of the Parties in accordance witii tiie Agreeeint wfll b. consider.d as
confldentiah by the. memvmg Party wbicii siiould oppose mny requoet for disclomure
to a third party tnas sucb disclosure is(a) autioris.d by the. Party supplymg the.
information or (b) requir.d under the. law of thi. r.oeiving Party.

Tis is underatood to mess liaI:

- aci Party asures the confidentiality of ail information providod in
confidee by the olier Party in accordmnce with the. rsoivmg Pawis
applicable rules, inrluding those rues intended to assure tiie oonfidantiality
of informiation gatiared, dirring a Pawts ewn enforcement acivities,

es Paa rty alialus ldielega mensat itdisa.ltooppose the
disclomure of tits information.

W, also wisi to confira duut ahould a Party becoonwaware dit, nowitsnding its best
efforts, information bas accideaally bac. used or disclosed in a maimer contrary to tiie
provisions of Article X, thiat Party &hall fstiflj the. otis Party fortiwitb.


