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panel or working party shall be taken at the latest at the
Council meeting following that at which the request first
appeared as. an item on the Council's regular agenda, unless
“at that meeting the Council decides otherwise.*

(b)y Standard Terms of Reference

1. Panels shall have the following terms of reference
unless the parties to the dispute agree otherwise within
twenty days from the éstablishment of the panel:

"To examine, in the light of the relevant GATT
provisions, the matter referred to the CONTRACTING .
PARTIES by (name of contracting party) in document
L/... and to make such findings as will assist the
CONTRACTING PARTIES in making the recommendations or in
giving the rulings provided for in Article XIII:2".

2. In establishing a panel, the Council may authorize its
Chairman to draw up the terms of reference of the panel in
consultation with the parties subject to the provisions of
the preceding paragraph. The terms of reference thus drawn
up shall be circulated to all contracting parties. If other
than standard terms of reference are agreed upon, any
contracting party may raise any point relating thereto in
the Council.

(c) Composition cof Panels

1. Contracting parties shall undertake, as a general rule,
to permit their representatives to serve as panel members.

2. Panels shall be composed of well-qualified governmental
and/or non-governmental individuals.

3. The roster of non-governmental panelists shall be
expanded and improved. To this end, contracting parties may
nominate individuals to serve on panels and shall provide
relevant information on their nominee's knowledge of
international trade and of the GATT.

4. Panels shall be composed of three members unless the
parties to the dispute agree, within ten days from the
establishment of the panel, to a panel composed of five
members.

* Reference to the Council, made in this paragraph as
well as in the following paragraphs, are without prejudice
to the competence of the CONTRACTING PARTIES, for which the
Council is empowered to act in accordance with norman GATT
practice (BISD 26S/215)



