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First Committee Meets With Success

The First Committee of the UN General
Assembly (UNGA), which inter alla con-
siders disarmament and international
security Issues, held its 43rd session
October 17 to November 30, 1988. The
Committee was chaired by Canada's
Ambassador for Disarmament, Douglas
Roche. A very positive atmosphere pre-
vailed, which facilitated an unusually pro-
ductive session. 0f the 67 arm-s controi
and disarmament resolutions adopted, a
record 27 were by consensus.

Mr. Roche visited selected capitals
f rom ail five continents in August and
Septem ber 1988 in preparation for
assuming the Chairmanship. Despite
some concern expressed at the possible
implications for the First Committee of
the failure of the UN Special Session on
Disarmament (UNSSOD 111) in June 1988
to reach agreement on a final document,
there were hlgh expectations for a
positive and productive First Committee
Session. Recent international develop-
ments, for example, the establishment of
UN peacekeeping forces in Iran/Iraq and
Afghanistan and the ratification and
implementation of the intermediate-Range
(INF) Treaty, were expected te have
favourable implications since, as is fre-
quently the case in multilateral arms con-
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Negotiations on
Con ventional Armed
Forces in Europe

The Secretary of State for External
Affaîrs, the Rlght Honourable Joe Clark,
announced January 16, 1989 Canada's
agreerment to participate in the new
Negotiation on Conventional Armed
Forces in Eurooe. The mandate
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