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FIRESIDE REFLECTIONS—continued.

Neither could tell how soon a pretext might be
found: of hurling the same gauntuet in their faces.
1t therefore benoved them to be friends and out
of tnis feeling grew tne settiement of 1904, by
which France recognised the superior rights of
Briwain in kgypt and received 1in exchange the
Tecognition ot ner rignts in Morocco. ‘L'he A'riple
Kntente had become a fact. Germany must have
been quite seii-satistied at the time for she made
no complaint, Von Buelow deciaring that Ger-
many’s interests in Morocco, were purely cconomic
Witnin  a  year Germany had changed her
mind. The reason was not far to seexk. The
Prussian war-loras had viewed with complacency
the forwatwn of the Dual Kntente between France
andh Kussia. Now the effarts of M. Deicasse,
France’s roriegn Minister, had included Bri-
taln in the compact. Such a union must be broken
at all costs. No time was lost in seexing a pre-

- text.

The Kaiser in 1905 paid a dramatic visit to
Algiers, secured the ear of the Sudtan and pro-
lused nim support in his rerusal to accept the
reforms which rrance had blanned for his coun-
try. M. De.casse objected so strenuously to the
German Emperor’s intrusion in Morocco that war
must have ensued had not the krench Cabinet
agreed to the admission of Germany to a joint
conte.ence to seitie tne dispute. No greater in-
sult could have been offered a civilized nation,
and no greater humiiation suffered than by ac-
cepting it. ‘I'ne French t'oreign Minister resigned,
Virtuauly thrust from oftice by the ** mailed nst.”
With the wesults of the crisis Germany was ap-
barent.y satisfied.

But it was not long before Germany found a
new field, in waich to exploit her dipiomatic
methods. In 1908 the worid awakened one day
to find that Austria, who had charitably under-
taken to promote certain reforms in the Turkish
Provinces ‘of Bosnia and Herzegovina, had declared
the annexation of her proteges. Russia, always
a friend of her small Slav sisters in the Balkans,
Protested vigorously. But before matters had gone
very far, Germany stepped in with the declaration
that if Russia did mot immediately waive her pro-
tests, she (Glermany) would mobi.ize. She was
well aware that Russia, having just emerged from
her war with Japan, was in no position to assume
the burden of a second struggle. Here was the
first overt threat to which Lioyd George referred
The second was equally dramatic,

Russia having been cowed, it now became all
the more necessary for Germany to break up the
Triple Entente if she was to achieve her ambition
of arbiter of the destinies of Europe. Britain,
France and Russia were aware that Germany’s
attitude arose largely from a fear that the new
Entente aimed to hedge her in and throttle what
she considers her legitmate growth. ™Mo disabuse
the Prussian mind Britain sent Lord Haldane to
Berlin in 1911, commissioned to do his best to up-
root the spreading weeds of enmity. The mission
failed. A few months later the causa pro quod
of this rebuff became plain. All the nations

¢ busy with their own housekeeping, outwardly
all was calm, when, one day in Ju.y, across the
blue harbor of Agadir appeared a German gun-
hoat. The same day announcements from Berlin
explained that it was there to protect German
lives and property in the town. As was exPected
Germany’s latest method of addressing the I owers
from the gun turrets of the Panther, immediately
precipatated a crisis and, on interchange of notes,

it was found that the Gérmans claims were much
more elaborate than at first appeared. lgnoring
the Act of Algeciras, and the iater Franco-Ger-
man Agreemeunt of 1909, they now demanded the
reopening of entire Moroccan question, 1n-
sisting upon eitner a bartition- of the country or
the exchange of a large portion of Krench Congo,
for a release German “rights” in Mmorocco.
For three months the tension was at the breaking
point and war was daliy imminent. During tpas
period the discussion centred mainly arounc ques-
tions of power (Machttrage) and tne coolness of
Lreach diplomacy was flested by the knowieage
that German gun-boats continued to protect”™
the closed port of Agadir in which not a single
German citizen dwert, Finatly the discussion
narrowed wown to the issue at stake, and was
carried on with more reserve on the part of Ger-
nany. Suffictent time had elapsed to prove to

Tussia’s arrogant ruier that his attitude was
merely weuding the lintente into a strong defen-
sive alliance. His coup had failed in its object,
and a settlement closing the incident was soon
eftected, which made rectifications in the bound-
ries of German and French colonies in Africa, to
the benefit of both countries.

Germany could now only mark time and await
a better opportunity of converting the nations by
force to her doctrine of “Kultur.’ In July, 1914,
she dieemed the time ripe. The comparatively
minor incident of Sarajevo appeared to be on the
verge of settiement despite Ausuia’s extraordinary
diemands, when the German War Lords willed
that it should serve as a pretext for hurling the
nations into war. Now after two years and a half
of the most sanguinas fighting, the world has ever
Seem, comes the cry of Peace from Germany. Will
she have Peace? Yes, but only when the Entente
Lowers, and their Allies have seen to it that her
“Swashbuckling through the streets of Europe
to the disturbance of a.l harmless and peacetul
citizens, has been dealt with as an offence against

e law of nations.” It is Niust a little over one
hundred years ago since apoleon’s attempt to
build by force a French hegemony in Europe was
frustrated. In the midst of his efforts, a prema-
ture peace was signed at Amiens, which did littlie
more than give lhim time to reorganise for fur-
ther conquest.—It needed the diecisive victory of
Waterloo to establish @ bermanent peace. Shou.d
peace be made Yo-morrow, history would but ile-
peat itself. This coming year the Allies’ swords
Will carve a road to vietory, but it will have been
in vain if there is not found the pen of wisdom to
write a lasting peace. The pen is mightier than
the sword, but only when guided by the hand of
equity and righteousness. We have no reason
to doubt the outcome. The eyes of the Allied
Peoples are open to facts which havs been ob-
scured for years, and in their various countries,
the crisis war has brounght out leaders whom
the people can trust. For the rest of the war our
motfo must be the altered Machiavellian proverb:
S1 vis pacem face bellum—if you desire peacie make
wAar.

Private Dick Bedford rose, stretched his six
feet of brawn manhood, Tooked at his watch, and
decidled to roll in for the night. After undressing,
gingerly he propelled himself caterpilar-fashion
into his envelope of blankets, turned over, and
went to sleep, to dream of the little girl who had
fluffy hair the colour of an amber sunspt and
iﬁes_ of cerulean blue that seemed: to hold within

eir depfhs the mysteries of the ages.
“SARGE.”
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