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Arts.
T HIERE is a spirit in the Classicai

departments of some UniversitieS,
which we hope wiil neyer reacli
Queen's and that is the spirit which.
turns the nobiest productions of
ancient genins into collections of Latin
or Greek words formed for the pur-
pose of driiling students on granimar.
Those who rnanifest this spirit often
give their students a positive distaste
for the Classics and leave -them until
the end of their days questioning the
value of their studies.

The writer of this article was talk-
ing lot long ago with a gentleman, a
graduate iii Englishi of one of the
Amierican Universities and a manl of
considerable culture, and he confessed
that lie had neyer seen anything use-
fui or vital in Classicai studies. To
him the productions of some of the
greatest minds the worid lias ever
known were mereiy "bundies of dead
vocables. "

The fault of this niethod of teaching
the Ciassics is that it exaits wliat
should lie a means into the end.
We must not lie understood as object-
ing in the least to grammnar. Quite
the contrary. We believe that grami-
rnar and phiioiogy are necessary ad-
juincts of every properly equipped
Classical course. But what we do ob-
ject to is the reading of the works of
great writers with a view only to the
words tliey use and their peculiar con-
structions. The whole aim of Clas-
sical study is to establish an inter-
course with these tnen s0 that we may
know their mîinds and catch some-
thing of their spirit. Il "o way is it
possible to gain a higlier culture than
by puttitig oneself ili coniplete toncli
with some Classical writer. Tlhe et-

fort required to put oneseif at the
Point of view often s0 different f roui
the modern, is il itself of the very
highest value il broadening the mmnd
and making it sensitive to noble and
beautitul thouglits.

The philological side of the authors
is of great importance for it enabies
the student to see and feel the writer's
use of language, But Philology is
nlot Classies. The study of the Clas-
sics is the study of ancient thinkers
and their thouglits, not the study of
ancient writers and their words as the
be-ail and end-all.

It is no wonder with sucli a mnethod
of teaching il vogue that Classical
studies shouîd lie despised as they are
in sonie quarters. We think that it
cannot be too mnucli impressed onl stu
dents during their course that the aim
of their studies is to make thern able
to read easily and Xto appreciate the
great writers of ancient days, and we
believe that this spirit of the study of
literature and flot merely of words and
constructions is the atmosphere of
Q ueen's.

As usual, the papers of this quiet
town are almost throwul into convul-
sions over the couduet of the students
on election night. A parade up Prin-
cess street is Pardoned if the students
walk quietly along like boarding-
sehool misses ont for a promenade.
If they begin to run their characters
are straightway gone and they beconie
' ýeducated rowdies" It is amusing
for some of those who took part iii
that awfui exhibition~ of rowdyism t()
read these accoulits. Ail that is
needed to niake theni perfect is an
artist such as lie whose soul-stirring
imaginationîs adorti the pages of the

tiNca Globe. The public would thenl


