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inîguiicn, but after the iRestoration they were put in force.
IThe landowiiers,,," says Prof. Rlogers, Il had mnade tlîem

(the labourers) social pariahis and serfs ivithoulIad.
Thie Act of Elizabeth witlb the magistrates' assessment
had Il rendered pauperismi general and dangerous " andi it
Nvas therefore found necessary to annex four acres f0 ecd
labourer's cottage. But in the reign of George 1I1. if
wvas founid that these littie hoinesteads hindereà the expro-
priation of the peasant's righits of common. For the lanlss,
houscless pensant the poor law was provided.

Were it flot for the increased and more general intelli-
gence, though flot the hum auity of this age, the serfdomn of the
ninfli century would have'been exchianged for a more degrad-
ing servitude in fthe nineteenth. A systemn of local stability
lias becoîne one of general instability. As men bave 'gained
in nominal freedomi they have lost in conîfort. The vers'
nine of labour is rnade a jest by the hocus-pocus of ganîblif
ing stock-,îobbers. Our' systemn of commercial econorny is
mnerely a system of tbuînble rigging in whichi the stakes are
lives. Pride of birtb mnay have carried with if an absurd affect-
ation of superiority but the motte, "Noblesse oblige," was
wvell undersfood andà had a practical bearing. The history

of that age did not embalin Jay Goulds, but men of chivalry
like Du (Guesclin, andI the ruling, if nlot, universal spirit of
those fimes partook so mucli of the character of romtance thaf
it seems unreal in comparison. In place of the Black Prince
or Richard of the Lion lleart, we have fthc Nitrate King,
the Oil King and the Kn'ig(ht of the Brazen Serpent. Yet
Whilst we are rapidly losing flic lieroic qualify which poinfed
f0 the ruling of mn l)y lierocs, wc have gained immneasur-
ably ini our national goverrnmenf wlîich seems indeed f0 bave
gone far ini advance of flie aptitudes of the people thecm-
selves.

T 'HF, good effects of Lord Salisburv's famnous speech are
relafively wearing away ; but flic chief corner' stones,

Of that importanit discourse remain the united action of
thec six powers and thie pledge that no memiber of Sextuple
alliance will seek any advantmge for itself at the ,xpense of
Turkev. Tlîat pirogî'a;trilînc, while securing greaf moral force
for England, is accepted as the sole ,solution for thie precar-
ibus situationi of flic Sultan, and the prevention of tlic parti-
tion of bis realmn. But wliere is the triple, xvbere the
dual, allianîce now ? That is the puzzle foi' fthc French, wvîo
are iii a curlous moud0(, pc.ssiiici and apprelierîsivi'. They
see nothing b)utdanger' aliead and the~ inevital)le unknown.

Thec poweî'ful Emiglisli Minisf'y, and thec nation united
like one marn beliind it, make a pî'ofound impression on flic
French. It is not an agrecable situation for a Frenchnami
f0 feel that af any moment he may be ordeî'ed to Ilfaîl ini
and to mardi where glory waits liimi. Snmoking-'oom and
arni-chijr politicians have mîo doulit tliat a gencm'al waî' is
Immrinent. Thîe Bulgarians are likely f0 counlteî'acf all
the efforts of flic Sextuple alliance to ward off' the looîniug
eataclysm. Their plan of campaigu is becoming vcî'y cleai'.
It inay be nipped ini the bcd by Austria inarcliing on Salon-
ica-~.whicli means the cession of Trieste tu Jfaly ; Constanfi-
uiole can lie declared a frmee cify, under flic guardianship of
all flic powers, like Brussels. iliat implies a free watci'waty
froîîî the lBlackç Sea tu tie _Nlediter'îaîeamî, jusf as exisfs lie-
tween the Baltic anid thîe German Oceami. Variia is (lis-
counted as a coalim" station for Etiglaîîd iii thte Bb1ck
Rýussia will lielp lierself to flic hinterlanîd of Asia iimoî',
wShilc (lerinany xvill dlaimr as mnucli of Syria as Franice would
dcniand. And the lloly Places ? Wlîo will be entrusted

lVi th, " keys " flic Latins oç fthc Greeks-anl old sore,
while on fhe, pr'escrnt occasion If aly, Germany, etc., mnay alsm
dlemnand a key for the lloly Sepulchircs.

The Unîited States of Amenia, so say 'MNLericanis here,
'trusf have a coaling station in flic Levant, and flîey are
riglit to insisf upon possessing sucli a Ij>'d( dle tere. Italy
vill expeet Tripolifania and a few et ceteras, %vhile England,
in addition f0 Egypt, will insist on fthc possession of some
strafegefie islandcs or peninsulas, and, as usual, will comn-
muence when the débacle sets in-by helping lierscîf. Thaf's
the work, J7rai8embable, if nof exact-only fie war can pre-
c-ise the takes-blocked ouf by cool observers. Can a Con-
gress do anythîng l-next to nothing, becauýe France

will flot renounce lici gî'ip on Tuisia, Eîiglanid upon Egypt,
nor Russia disniaîtlc Batoum andl re-make it a frcaty free
port. And flic existing treaties? About as valuable as
pî'ize cssays. Force and îvealtli arc the Archimedean screws
and levers fiat ridle flic world ; ail cIsc is but lcather and
pruneloe.

The Bourgeois Cabinet, flînt ifs defeated adversaries,
pi'e(licfe(l would only endur'e the lenigtlî of a Novcmnbei'
sunset, continues f0 keep thme even teiîom' of its way. If lookzs
ias if if Il caime to sfay." It bas nof flic sliglifest imntention of
turning flic worl1 in kgemicral, anmd France in parficular,
upsi(le down. The ininisters are very eai'nest, very coura-
geous, and very resolvcd. Thcy are knocking flic fec f aNv
fum element ouf of posfponed refor'ms, fliat f heir pî'edcces-
,sors h)ad îlot the grit, nor the audacify f0 bring f0 fthe front,
and fliat flic nation lias miade up its niind to have voted.
The Bourgeois miisfny, nmo inatter whethci' lalîclled radical
oî' extreîîîîsf, is ernînenfly reactionist, because kicking againist
flic policy of doing notlîing of pî'eccd ing- cabi nets, of kecpinig
anîelio'aiomîs in flic treek Kalends section of thîcir pro-
grammes, and, insfcad of mancýliîingý on, wif b or without
political liallelujalîs, încrely executed capers befoi'c the
political gnoundlings. TVien fleic mîw cabinef-becoming
eveny day 0ler-is thoi'oughly ini eannesf in flic cleansing of
Augean stables, anîd in flic iemoval of functionaries, flic
tr'itons, nof fleic intîows--strike af the liead, was Caesar"s
IRoeine cxpccts evcry mani will do bis duty "-wiosc special-

ty w as thec punest niandarinism. Even M. Berthelot, wliomi
flic tîot d'ordre was f0 pooli !pooli is now admitted tu
have comun sense and to lic brainv. althouglî oniy a
renowne(l chemist. The ablest of living statesmen -I naine
Lor'd Salisbury-is, too, a chemist. Botli are also distin-
gruished in fthc manipulation of thîe political search-liglif.

The 100 f r. millions for flic 1900 exhibition have been
secur'ed : 0, uaafedby flic inunicipality ; 20, by thme
State, and (;0 fakren up by thec public. The legislature lias;
only t0 pass flic agreement, incm. con., wlien flic works cau
bic procecdcd with , political wînd and wcatlicr pcrînitfing.
The Abbé Chai'bonnel energeticailv pursues his campaign,
for holding a Parliament of Religions ini 1900, tu sexy the
gerris o)f a t'ap]ro'/wment of consciences. Hie is opposedl
toofh anîd nail by flic Cardinal Anclîbisliop of Paris, wlîo lias
lef t foi' Rouie fo secure the disapproval of flic Pope, and so
amri extinguishier upon flic mnevement. Thme Abîbé declares lie
will rcsisf, nof as a ,'évo!te, but in flic nmne of liberty. Many
prelates anA nermîbers of flic clcrgy arc in favour' of tic
parliament tilI His flolincss spcaks. Thc ùalviist and
Israelitisli chîuî'cles applaud flic idea, and such Illay cair-
dinals " as Jules Simîon, etc., h tve given if their beriedictioui,
on condition timat no dogmas or thE metapliysics of religion
bic touchcd upon. Thie parliaînentary systeni is uiipopulaî'
in Framnce, sf111 Panisians do not objcct fu omie more-if will
have flic ncdecuning feature of bcini2 a novelty. Tie mnater-
ialists andl afbeists will also liold an anfti-î'eligious,, parlianient.
(Ylemmral Boothi lad bet fer have an extra corps d'arnée ready.

If is, reported fliat fuis inonfli wîll lie renma'kable for
slîooting stars - if s f0 lic hîopcd tlicy will have no relation-
slîip wifh hi lcwo eastern q1uestions, because the stars and
acrolites arc flic debis of cxtîncf glories. Sliooting stars
aire ncrcly scraps of ceiiets' tails ;but mucteccites aî'c celestial
houldeis, wifb red bot calcincd surfaces thaf would cr'ack
omie's skull, as eflectually -as was fliat of _iEschylus weni flic
cagle droppcd flic toi-toise oui li. bald pate -there werc 1n0

unir mestorers thien nînist«kiiig if for a stone. Wlicn a planief
ou' a satelite bireaks up, ifs chips race about ini space tilI the
sumi or our canfli aff'acms flin. Thie big d.evouîîngr flic lit-
dIe as ever. 0ur planet flien, isolated fhieugli if be in space,
i'cceivcs visits,, but, doe,; not meturni fliei. Thîe wandem'ing
stars send us their cards in flic forni of golden showens. We
reccîve samnples of 01(1 comets and spcciîncens of played-out
worlds and this exeliange of politeness will continue tilI
flic fragmentation of oui' cartlî ensues. By then flic question
of bloated armaments will lie settled.

A war now rages betweeî flic single and marî'ied îîcedlc-
women. UFmployers lean f0 gi,,e wonk to wives witlî famuilies,
whiile flic s ngle woman insists upon, the niglît to obtain work
f0 live. She lias the advantage over lier xveddcd sister in
bcing able to wonk in a factory, or from home. M. Honore,
tlic director of flic Louvre 'Magasins, says that flic painful
distress amnng needle worncn is duc f0 flic substitution of
machines for hand-labour, f0 intermeidiarie4, who cannof be
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