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Current Topics.

Tor The Montreal Star of Saturday last con-
onto ang

Montreg), tained an excellent article by Dr. Beers, of
that city, on a trip which he took recently
Niagara Falls. TIn this article the writer
ble space to contrasting Montreal with Toron-

n rast iy unfavourable to Montreal in several
Portant respects.

from TOronto to
Gvotes considera
t.o, and the cont
;Uihe . Dr, Beers says that ¢there must he
00 im:lumber who directly or indirecﬂy beneﬁj; by t}{e
Afain, tl,)and bad management of.our [Montreal’s] public
"elne(i’ tlecause the number who seriously resent and try to
as la.l)-, l1em are so few and far between. What Toronto
eVeloge Y to .s-how for civic extravagance is monumental
Chieg Ptment of its l'oins and its limits. \V.ha.t 1.\’[0nt'real has
Meng aﬁ f) sho'w for its share in the same dlrectlon is monu-
0 say t;‘dﬁcahty and cooperative fraud.” Dr. Beers goes on
ening nat Mo'ntrea,l has “produced local boodlers whose
R e:; n thieving and concealing theft would out-vie that of
iy g ds; vt who ‘broke the bank at Monte Carlo.” To this
Rearly ¢ t'he statement that “ at any time Montreal has been
income Wice as expensive to live in as Toronto,” and t:;hat “an
ar iy of t“to thousand dollars a year in Toron.to will go as
i Securing the comfort and luxuries an ordinary family
Beg ‘ gi four thousand in Montrqal.” A.ccording ton Dr.
Clapeg th;toﬁ MOntreal"s ““most eminent city bankers” de-
Ple, 0ntl‘ealln Proportion to t;he‘ average increase of the peo-
in,” 18 the most expensive city in the world to live
While Weu;;:‘? top of this,” adds Dr. Beers, ‘“the fact that
ave ye, €, 1t is true, more millionaires tha.p Toronto, we
thag o Y many fewer men who are comparatively well off ;
of Surmu&;e.very much more cut up and curtailed as to extent
Pringeg o, ng land per house, and that we are the peers and
s yre bup ong credit, and I venture to b’?heve that most of
dog Ning the candle at both ends.” What Montreal
f0ul 1 20 llcepse it tolerates. “We tolerate dirt, noises,
Ing theguage In the streets, municipal and legislative boodl-
the jpeg o-cCration of Sunday, the degradation of our parks,

on Clency of our police, and it is becoming so like sec-

d-n
betterztiuge that we tolerate the despair that they cannot be

Ottasg Boparate The report of the Commissioners appointed
Bchoglg. by the Education Department, at the re-
Tr“Stee request of the Board of Separate School
seh%ssu of Otta,wa, to inquire into the con'dition of
Whie . nder thejr supervision, has brought to light facts
“HOWs wha  constant vigilance is essential to the

cien
¥ of the schools conducted under that system. The

any male teacher, than in that of the most eflicient woman,
The fact cited above does not, of course, prove that the
woman is necessarily the best teacher. The superiority of the
Nisters’ schools is, in this case, evidently due more to the
utter incompetency of many of the Brothers than to any
special excellence on that of the Sisters. The obvious infer-
ence to be drawn from the report is that,as a rule, the Broth-
ersin question either grossly neglect the work they under-
take to do, or that their own education has been so exclu
sively theological and ecclesiastical that their minds are lefy
without either the general and professional training or  the
practical knowledge”
teacher. While many of the schools taught by the Sisters
are excellent and most of them fairly good, or at the worst,

which are prime requisites for the true

passable, those taught by the Brothers were all very inferior,
and many of them unworthy the name of schools. In other
respects, too, the facts brought out fully justify the unfav-
ourable report of Mr. White, the Inspector, which led to
the investigation. In fact, Mr. White would have been
grossly remiss in his duty, had he failed to make known to
the Department the state of things in his inspectorate. The
matter for regret is that such a state of things has been per-
mitted to continue so long. It is to be hoped and expected
that the facts being now known the Department will act
vigorously in applying the vemedy. To do so will be a special
boon to Roman Catholic parents who desire, as many of
them no doubt do, that their children have the benefit of
a sound, practical education.

The Conference held at Ottawa the other
day, between representatives of Canada
and New York State, respectively, with a
view to the adoption of uniform international regulations for
the preservation of the fisheries of the St. Lawrence, was a
most sensible and hopeful proceeding. If each party to the
proposed compact will but avoid any maneuvering to get
the better of the other in such an arrangement, and both
will look only to the promotion of the best interests of all
concerned, there can be no great difficulty in coming to an
agreement which will be mutually beneficial. Only by some
such agreement will it ever be possible to preserve from de-
struction the valuable fisheries in any of the boundary
waters between the two countries. Tt is well that our neigh-
bours are taking the initiative in the matter, for it is, we
believe, beyond question that the tendency to the use of
destructive methods is much stronger on their side of the
line, and that Canadian regulations have hitherto been much
more rigid, or more strictly enforced, than those of the
States. Should the present state of things continue it will
no doubt become increasingly Jiflicult to enforce the Canadi.
an regulations, even if it were worth while to do so. ¢ See.

ing that the fisheries are being destroyed anyway, we may
as well have our share of the PrO(%ucts while they last.” is a
rough and ready argument which is sure to commend itself
powerfully to our fishermen. It is not easy to convince
them of its weakness. It is to be hoped that, now that our
neighbours seem t0 be awake to the folly and danger of in-

International
Regulations,
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