
212 THE WEEK.

Canadian Election Courts have not at 1)resent one law for ail, but
practically different laws in different localities. It does flot yet appear
in what direction the Government propose to amend the Act, but
in any case some iice questions will arise. Suppose for instance the
judgment of the Qucbec Courts be sustained, and it be found that the
unexpired portion of the Parliamentary Session should be included in the
six months' limit. Wbat will be the effeet upon the status of those who
have been deprived of their seats under the opposite ruling qWill they
have no redress for the legs i injustice done tbem ? ht seems not unlikely
that the whole question of the character and workings of the Election Act
may coîne up for vigorous criticism.

THE course of the Opposition in the British Parliament seems to have
been thus far marked by an unexpected and singular degree of moderation.
It is possible that this unusual policy may have embarrassed the Government
ahnost as much as a series of tbe m-ost violent assaults could have donc.
Opinions are no doubt divided as to the motives which have led to this
change of tacties on the part of Messrs. Gladstone and Parnell. While
some may regard it as proving that these astute leaders have discovered
that public sentiment will no longer condone obstructive measures, others
suspect, apparently, a deep design, and await developments with more or
leas of uneasiness and suspicion. It is quite possible that the secret lies
no deeper than in the wish of the Opposition to have the arena of conflhet
transferred as soon as possible from Ireland to tbe home field. When the
Government submits its instaîrnent-of home rule for England and Wales,
they think, very likely, that their time wilI have come, and that they wilI
be able to make their attack upon a divided party, instead of the solid one
which confronts them at every turn. on the Irish queston. [t is hardly to
be expected that the Session cati proceed very far without somne severer
engagements than have yet been liad. The ready acceptance by the Oppo-
sition of the new procedure rules may have been due simply to the sound
common sense and Ilsweet reasonabieness " of the one-o'ciock: ciosing and
other innovations ; or it miay have been prompted by the wish to facilitate
business that the crucial test of the Municipalities Bill might be the sooner
reached. There is also the further possibiiity before hinted at, that the
Radicals, anticipating a future return to power, hail the new weapon as a
most effective one, nade ready to the-ir bauds, for the accompliismeut of
their, own legislative purposes. ___

A GRATIFYING proof that patrintisin may stili, upon occasion, risc
superior to party feeling was afforded in the course of a discussiou of
Foreign Affairs in the British Com mons last week. Notwithstanding tlîat
Mr. Labouchere had a somewhat miscbievous and reckless resolution to
offer in regard to the foreign policy of the Governînent, Mr. Gladstone
rose and expressed in the most handsome manner his satisfaction with
Lord Salisbury's assurances that the G-'overnment were not comînitting
the nation by any entangling alliances. The veteran ex-Premier approved
generally of Lord Salisbury's foreign policy, and declared his hope and
conviction that should England's intervention become necessary it would
be made in such a manner as te carry witb it ail the added weight oi
unanimity in Parliament. The Leader of the Governmcnt in the Commons
was of course highly gratified with this action, which he said was worthy
of England's-ancient reputation, whiie Mr. Lahouchere was giad to be
perniitted to withdraw his motion.

THE Gladstonian victories in the boroughs of Southwark and Edin-
burgh West, which caused so much jubilation in the ranks of the Home
Rulers, have been already in part offset by the signai triumiph of the
Unionists in the West Riding of Yorkshire. This defeat was unexpccted,
and seems to have caused considerable dismay amongst Gladstonians and
Parnellites. These alternations are no doubt due rather to some of the
local and personal influences so poteut in bye-elections than to any marked
fl uctuation in popular sentiment in the different districts. Two or three
other contests are soon to occur which may perhaps afford better means of
judging whetber Home Rule is making the progress amongst the Engiish
democracy whiciî its advocates assert, and the Tories and Liherai-Unionists
deny. ___

THE iReading strike that has been so long in progress has now been
ciordered off" and is ne doubt virtually at an end. The oniy advantage
that seems to have been directly gained by the strikers iR the rather dubious
one of a promise by the Company to negotiate in regard to, the future rate
of wages. Possibly a greaber though an indirect benefit may resuit from
the reveIations that have been made in regard to the workings of the road,
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and the dishonesty in management which has loaded it with its present
enormous debt of one hundred and sixty millions. The Congressional
investigation has, it is said, done soinething to conflrm the charge that the
managers have been trying to pay off this debt by beducting it out of the
wvages of the miners. The result has illustrated afresh the need of some
reliable tribunal for the settlement of such disputes, and the foliy of pro-
ceeding, as strikers and fighters gencraily do, upon the converse of what
the Christian Union termns " the very simple principie, that negotiation
should precede, not follow, war." The settiemeut, in the great ma .jority of
cases, is in the nature of a compromise which might have been much
better, and ought to have been more easily, effected before than after the
exhausting struggle.____

'l'îl action of the National Democratie Committee of the United States,
in fixing June Rth for the National Convention in St. Louis, instead of
the later date at first favoured, argues confidence in the strength of the
party and its proposed platformn. [t was at flrst proposed te appoint JulY
5th as the tinie for the great meeting. In favour of this it was urged that
it would give an oppcrtiunity to fiud ont the platform and the nominations
of the liepublican Convention which takes place about the middle of June,
and also probably te learn the action of Congress on the tariff issue. But
the Democratic leaders soem, after deliberation, to have gathered pluck
and resolved to take the icad and lay down their programme boldly, with-
out waiting to watch the course of cither their opponents or of Congress.
This is no doubt a wise decision. 'Fli people admire courage and manli-
ness in their party leaders. By ceming to the front with a clear and
definite policv aid a strong candidate, sncb as they are pretty certain to
agree upon iii Mir. Cleveland, the Demiocrats will get such a start of their
opponients that victory wiii lie wcil nigh assured at the outset. lnstead of
the action of the l)enocratic Convention being influenced by that of Con-
gress iii regard to the question of Tariff Reform, it now seems qîîite
probable that the converse iîîay take place. The Convention has been fixed
at a date wiîich wiii very likc'iy precede that of final action upon the Bill
which may be submnitted to Congress lîy the Coînmittee of Ways and
Means. Action upon the recomniendations of the President's' Message
must be iîitiated by the lieuse of Rtepresentatives. As the Democrats
are in the majority in this body there seems good reason to suppose that
it wiil approve such a mnoderate measure of tariff reduction as is likely to)
be hrought before it. The New York Mtar defines as a "l.Iust and reason-
able measure," one Ilwlîich wiIl reduce the taxes to the extent of about
eigiîty millions a year, and which will effect the reduction by making free
the ndateriaIs most used in our industries, and by greatly diminisbing taxr
atien upon the comnedities that are neceRsary to life." Iron, coal, sait,
lumiber, and wooi wili probaly lie placed upon the free list as being both
necessary to life, and the raw mnaterial of thousands of industries. It is
needless to say that the action of Congress will lie watched with interest
by Cariadians. [ t so happens that ecd of these coi inodities named is one
of the stapie productions of sonie parts of the Dominion. While the action
of the Congress and people of the United States wiii no doubt be dictated
solely by a regard te the we-lfare and progress of their own country, it 00
happens that the course which is undoubtedly best in their interests wouid
also give a great stimulus to the branches of industry represented inI
Canada. Froin titis soinewhat selflsh peint of view, irrespective of their
opinions whicb will ne (loubt be divided in regard to the larger questions
at issue, Canadians may wislî success to the Democrats in their efforts tO
secure Tariff IRform.

THE London Mail prîblishes a letter written by the editor of Gatzuk8
Gazette iii Moscow, to a subscriber in England who complained of the
irregular arrivai of the paper. The statements, which may, we presurle,
be accepted as facts, bring in to gloomy relief the tyranny of the press
censorsbip in Russia. The editor, A. Gatzuk, undertakes to explain whY
it was that nfter appearing with unfailing reguiarity for twelve years bis
paper became irregîîlar of a sudden. Tbrougb the influence of Katkoffg
who used to praise the freedlom cf press and speech enjoyed in Russia, M.-
Gatzuk says the paper underwent such tortures at the hands of thc Censor
and the Minister cf the Home Department, Tolstoy, as Ilcould not be
borne by any paper in the whole worid, even during one year.' These'
tortures were "lthe frequent confiscation cf single numbers ; refusai. evefi
cf permission to state that the non-appearance cf the paper was not the
fauît cf the editor ; the forced suspension cf the paper in the busiest tilfle
for subscriptions ; the prohibition cf the retail sale for a wbole year; aid,
flnally, the ciosing cf our printing office (the oldest private printing house
in Russia)nd keeping it under scals without being al]owed evwn te sel,
it." In order te, secure the regular appearance of the paper the publishere.


