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means being, in short, a private endowmient, such as Mr. Gladstone declared in
dealing with the Irish Church, no Govemnment was entitled to lay hands on,
even when, as hie conceived it, a great national crisis justified exceptional, if flot
violent, measures.

The Synod was called together in january, 1855, to consider what steps
might bie necessary ta take advantage of the Commutation Act. The Imperial
Act provided that only those should bie entitled to life annuities wvhose names
were on the roll of the Church Court to which they belonged on the 9th of May,
1853. Eleven ministers had been p]aced on the rail between that date and the

meigof Synod, for whom no provision hiad been made, and it was therefore
cotieed right that in some way or other their cases should flot be disregarded.

The sum to which each minister on the roll on 9 th May, 1853 was entitied, was
six hundred dollars annually for life, or that sum capitalised, according to the
probability of bis life. The termis of the comm-utation were ta be settled with
Government by the Synod acting for each minister, but only on his granting a
poNwer of attorney in favour of the persans namied by the Synod to act on its
behaif and on behalf of ail granting such powver.

Steadfastly keeping in view the polie>' that had ail along been adhered ta
by the Church, of having a permanent endowmient, it was thoughit that the time
had arrived when such a beginning mighit be made as would secuire iii prcs
of time a fund of some magnitude. Proposais ta this effeet were made to the
menibers preserit. After long and anxious consultation-after mnodifying and
frequent>' remodelling the proposed resolutions having that end in view, so as
to secure that the fund, if constituted, could neyer be diverted froin those îvho
continued to adhere to the connection xvith the Church of Scotland-a series of
resolutions was agreed upon as the basis of the cantract on whieh the individuial
ministers agreed to invest their commutation money, ivhich, had they sa deter-
mined they could have used for themselves and invested for their families. A
circular was ordered to be sent to each minister, with a copy of the minutes
containing the resolutions, so that, belore signing the power of attorney, aIl
might be able deliberatel>' to read and reflect on the ternis.

The third resolution is the key-note to the contract, and therefore the
closest attention should be given to its termis which 1 give in fülI.

3. IlThat aIl nîinisters bc, and are hereby entreated, (as tu a measure hy which, under
F'rovidence, flot only their own present ititerests ivill be scttred, but a permanent endýý%o me1nt
for the maintenance amci extensioni of religions ordinances in thie Chutrch), to grant sucii
auithority in tie fullest manner, thankful to Alrnighty God that a way su easy lies open to
thcmn for conferring so important a benefit on thc týliurch."

The termis of the contract itself, ini consideration of which the ministers
were asked ta sign, were very l)reise. There were two fundarnentai principies
laid down ; one relating ta the disposition of the înterest of the fund ;the other
to the constitution of the ftund itself, and the conditions on which alone an>' one
was entitled ta share in its benefits. TFhe following are its clauses :By the
powers of attorney, the Commissioners were authorised "lta grant acquittance
ta Governiment ..... .... and ta join ail sums so obtained 11110 one
fund, which shall bc hein hy thcm titi the next meeting of Synod, by> which ail
further regulations shall be made,

Il The fullowing, hnwvever, to he a fundanienta] prineipie, which it sbiah not be eonpe-
tent for the Synnd at any limne to alter, unless with the consent of the mninisters gralîling ,uel

lxwer and autii»rity, tliat tite inlerest of the Fîînd sliai i c devuled i n the tirst iinstanice, t0 thle
paynent of _f112 ios. eacli, andi that the next clainitol be scttîc, if the Founi shahl admit,
and as soon as il shall admit of il, to the £112 tas., he titat oif minister, noie un the Synud's
Roll andi who have heen put on lte synod's Roll since the 9th Mlav, 18.53.",

The plain, unmistakable, only nieaning wvhîch these ivords can lîcar is sa
clear, that it would be almost an insuit ta point it otut, were it not that an
attempt is made ta give the words a totailly différent signification. 'l'lie coin-
muting ministers agreed by that clause ta accept $45o instead of $6oo annuall>',
sa as ta help the eleven ministers settled froni 9th May', 1853, till thte meeting
of Synod in januar>', t 855, and took a soiemii agreement from the Synod that
that sum wouid neyer be lesseried except with their own consent. If the
interest yielded more than would meet their annuities, which constituted a
mortgage or privilegzed dlaim, thien it was for the Synod ta deai with the surplus
as ýrom tîme ta time it niight determine. Wîth the annuities of the commiuters
the Synod could flot deal, sa long as they compiied with the second fundamental
principie. I give it aiso in full.

"Ancd, also, that il shall be consiclered a fîîndamienîal principle tat ail persun Is whu
'have a claimi t0 sucli benefiîs shall bc ninisters of the Presbytenian Chîîrch o cantada, ii
conneélion with lte Churcit of Scotiand ltaI îhey shahl cease to have any claini un, u1, le
entitled t0, any share of said Commutation l'und whenever they shalh cease to lie uiniste1-s in
connection wiîh the said Churcit."

Let honourabie business men characterise the conduct of men whia couid
violate every obligation and yet seck ta appropriate &i fuind so carefily
hedged about. I wish ta give the facts only, which formi a strong enoughi con-
demnation, a condemnation which no words, however strong, could intensif>'.

Upon the ternis 1 have cited, the cammuting ministers gave the desired
authorit>', and an Act, carefuilly prepared under the direction of the Synod, was
passed b>' the Province of Canada, and assented ta on the 24th Jul>', i8s8.
The Act was a general Act for the whole Province, affecting thle rights, pnivileges
and praperty of residents of each section of the Province; the mone>' by which
the fund had been constîtuted had been derived b>' the donors froma that section
of the Province in which the charges of the individuai ministers were situated.
The interests, therefore, were dlearly not local but general ta the whoie
Province.

The preamble of the Act states that certain funds belonging ta the Presby-
tenian Church of Canada in cennection with the Church of Scotland are held in
trust comniissioners ; that the funds so held in trust are for the encouragement
and support of the ministers and missionaries of said Cburch, for the augmenta-
tion of their stipends and as a provision for those incapacitated. A corporation
is created ta hold these funds in trust subject ta the conditions aiready quoted.
The Board of Managers must be ministers and members in full communion
with the said Churcb, and it is provided that in Ilthe event of the death, remnovai
from the Province, or leaving thte communion of/the said Clturch, of any member
of the Board, the reniaining members are authorised ta choose a successor, with
the required quali5ication, until the next meeting of Synod. The Board is aiso
authorîsed ta dispose of or var>' the investmeflts, but oni>' for the purpose oil
re-investm.cent, the>' having no power ta alienate an>' of the fumds. Finally, the

corporation couid Ilhald their meetings at such place or places within this
Province as the>' shahl from time ta time direct and appoint," and as a matter of
fact the electians always take place in Ontario and Quebec, wherever the Synodt
is meeting, and meetings of the Board have not unfrequent>' been held in~
Upper Canada before, and in the samne Province (now Ontario) after, Confed-
eratian.

If this is not a general Act, which cannat be repeaied by a Local Legisla-
turc, wbat is a general Act of the aid Province of Canada?

DOUGLAS. BRYMNER.

A LA MODE.

IlWhatever is fashionable is becoming." This is the shibboleth of societ',.
the dogma of feminine faith pertaining ta dress. It is absolutel>' true that in
the presenit day, as in the past, there is no other canon in dress but that stated.
A womatî in any ciass of society, when about ta clothe herseif, asks IlWbat is.
everybody wearing ?" and what the>' wear she must wear aiso. It wouid seemii
mare natural ta cansider IlIs it beautiful? is it becoming ? and if it becomes -
others, ivili it become me?" Yes; but tbis would invoive taste, culture and.
invention, whereas everything is simplified b>' the one sufficing answer ta al
objections,-" Lt is fashianable."

An admirer of the sex has said "A beautiful woman cannot be iii-
dressed "; and certainly beaut>' bas a wonderful effect in Ilcarrying off " what
is absurd or positivel>' hideous, and even in getting a charm out of it. But it.
shouid be renienbered that (if il is not treason ta the sex ta sa>' so) all women
are flot beautiful, and, so fan from 'Icarrying off" or getting"effects out of
nionstrosities ini dress, the>' neyer get beyond iooking ridiculous. The secret of
good dressing is ta set off natural charrns ta the best effect; the secret of-
thsliiaîable dressing is ta ignore natural charms aitogether, and ta put ever>'-
body> on a level b>' insisting tliat ail are well dressed if ail are "lin the mode."
To Iborro%%' an illustration from maie dress. There is nothing s0 hideous as a
p)air of trouisers. The>' are Iiteraily bags, sametimes womn ample, sametimes
wvorn tiglît. but, hoxvever xvorn, always inartistic. How, then, it is natural ta
ask, did mnît give up~ the becoming dress of centuries (with modifications) and
agree ta put tiîeir limbs into sacks ? Simpi>' because Fashion discovered that
luec were persans iii ver>' exalted stations indeed whose nether limbs were
ci enfect curiosities of littleness," and forthwitiî decreed that henceforward it

slîould ci the mode for everybody ta caver uip tiîeir legs, sa that thin legs,
crooked legs, knock-kneces, and ail the rest of the decrepit order of legs, sbould
rank on an cquality nitii the plumnp andl shiapel>' varieties. Oni a par with this
was Fashion's edict, issued in the inîerest of an ilustniaus lady, tbat long
dresses, lîiding big feet, should heîîceforîlî be the order of the day, pretty feet
being Its sacrifired for evermore.

rnie test of a1 hirct>' fashion is that it pleases even after the fashion of
wearing it has passeil away. Nouv, if we look îiirougb the long categor>' of»
ladlies' dresses for the last thîree hundred years, iîow mian>' wilI fulfil this con-
dlition ? In Fliabetlî's tinie the unisightiy farthingale meets aur eyes. The
wýonîien were, in fact, inere tutbs absurd>' hooped, and with the stomnacler
brouglît so low that the figure of the ivearer is utteni>' lost. Slue did not-
sceni ta be a hunit being at ail. Sam-ething neaner ta the requirements of
hiunanil>' was aduîled in thie reign of the Chuarleses ; but decency was outraged
ily ai, exposuire, so far as the upper part of the figure ivas cancerned, the dress
looking as if it iail sipped off the shotîlders, and ivas iikeiy ta slip off alto-
getiier. Wlîen we get dowvn ta Queen Anne's lime, we find the hoops in again,
ul exact>' like tiiose wiîich iiabetli wore, but 'vide, flagging specimens, and
as skirts were ofeni ivorru short ta show the feet, the resuit was absolute in-
decency'. Afîer this ail kinîls of absurdities liad tbeir day, and a climax was
reacîid ivhcn, about the tinie of the Frencli Revolutian, what was called the-
Classic costume came in. '1'len wve get dresses with the waists under the arm-
uits, ta lie succee(lCd hi> dresses with waists as iow as it was passible ta get,

tlîern ; 0 that if you muet a lady îvhom you iîad seeîî a year before, she seemned,
ta have chianged bier figure, and il was clifhcult ta believe thuat it was the same
persoîl. Since theîî the principle of extremes lias ruled the mode. Sometimes
amitiiude lias prcvailed, ta be succeeded hi> extremne tenuit>', the sort of thing
%ivitici is best ihitîstrated b>' conmparing the beauties which the late John Leech
drew for Plinch witiu tiiose which M. D)u Maurier is drawing for that periodical.
now.

wihi respect ta the fashions of the pîresenit day, it is onh>' the fact it i: the
fashion which ieads us ta toherate niuch presented ta us. In addition, women
iniduige ini much that is inconsistent with thcir dlaims ta equal intelligence 'with
men, As sorte one has said, men ia>' be infenior beings, but the>' don't wear
"iidiot ftinges " banging down mbt their eyes ; tbe>' do not powder tbeir noses,
redden their cheeks, or caver their lips with paint like clowns. There is nothing
which ivomen do so terrible as Ilmaking up)" their faces. The charms of
youth and beaut>' are irresistîbie, but wi'len these are autgrawn, nathing coim-
pensates for them ; and for a waman la try ta repair the ravages of age, or toi
simtîiate attractions she does flot possess, is terrible work. What can an>' mani
who is flot an idiot think of a woman wha wbitens bier face with powder, and
who paints under hier eyes ta make them large and languishing. A poet speaks

of agirlWhose eyes burn dry alI their bears, for fear
They should ruin a painted biosit.

Wbat an idea this gives us of mati> qtieeus af saciet>' 1 Imagine kissing a
check with a Ilpainted blush " on it, or saIutine chaste lips froni which the
cahour cames away at a touch. And the articles used are ainiost always
deleteriaus ; sanie are absolute poison. A recent case shows us that even violet.
powder is intensified with arsenic to such an extent that a child died through
the paweder being applîed ta ils skin. As ta ardinary Ilruddîe » and lhp paste,
the two are almnost always injuniaus. Thus il bappens that those, foolish enough,
ta indulge in these tbings have ta keep on doing Sa, Since their skin becomes-
parcbment, their lips wither, and the>' grow absolutel>' hideous.

The absence of taste in dress is-as in this matter of the face-painting-
supplemented b>' the sacrifice of health and comtfort which Fashion exacts.
How man>' years is il, since the physician proclaimed against small waiss-?ý'


