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Steel Tracks for Country Roade. an excessive heavy traffic, as 1 have point- Applying Gravel In the Roadway.

ed out, may he protected, as a measure of
Steel tracks for country roads, will not economy, with steel tracks. Such a toad The gravel placed on the country roads

ýn1Metial1y affect the Good Roads problera as Yonge street, along whîch pasus a has in most cases been merely dumped
!ýr the present, whatever the future may large percentage Of the vellicles entering in thc centre without any futther treat-

'"top. 'l'bey will belong to the age of Toronto fiom the north, might profitably ment. The first effect of this is toi drivehotseless vehicles, if that ever comes, and be provided with such a track, if the in- vehicles te the side of the road. These
new features may arise before that vention proves to be an economic success. side tracks are used until late in the fall,is difficult to foretell. The proposal is, when they have beën cut up and flattened

tlew one, no practical use has yet been Electricity. to such an extent as to destroy the shapeof it, and it will still have to pass of the road, preienting surface drainage.
the experimental stage before we The Peterboro', Ont., Power Company %Vater is held at the side, soaks into theform a safe estimate of its value will shortly start up its thrce-phase plant roadway, and the gravel is furced downNetl tracks will not do away with the for supplying power to the various manu- into the coud and is largely wasted.

1ýpcessitY for good macadani toads. They facturers in that city. Gravel should bc nicely spread en thbe mere A special meeting of the ChatharnOnt., roadway and thoroughly rolled so thly an adjunct . to the latter, atmore as a measure of econoruy to cîtv couricil recently approved the propos- travel will at once use it. The objectioned'city and suburban electric railway, anthe cost of maintaining the d is made to the use of clean gravel that itdecided to submit a by-law te permit itsmacadam road under ex- will not consolidate, a difficulty entirelyconstruction at an early date.qf Ve traffic is the Most expensive forra removed by the use of a roller. If aThe Ingersoll Radial Electrie Railway roller is not used, the gravel should bcPR'Vernent that can be ustd. On high-%YS OvEr which there is much heavy Company applies for an Ontario charter to raked intc, the wheel tracks, and into thebuild a Une from Ingersoll, Ont., to St. bollo, wonhave no doubt but that steel by single horses, until theMarys through Thamesford and Kintore, whole roadway is hard and smooth undermight be very useful. Heavily
wagons would use them, prevent- and to Tilson burg through Sallord and Mt' traffic.N Of ruts but it would have to be shown Elgin, and to 'Brownsv ille througli Vers-

choyle and Culloden.tý4the aàditional coit of building and It is difficult to ',find a townthip.with aApplication w-fll be made by A. H.ining the steel track would btill4 Edwards, Carleton Place J. B. -Riley, scattered and scant population, which bassaving. The ste.-I track construc- worse roads than the average town, not-will add from $1,000 to, $1,500 pet Plattsburg, N. Y.; T. Henry, Montreal,
d J. Fowler, Arnprior, for the incorpor- wlti listanding the greater ability of thetC the original ecst of the macadam- ab latter to pay for-the proper consti uction ofand the cost of maintainance is un- ation of the Lanark County Electric Rail- a comparativEly short street miltage.way Company, and to Oliver's Ferry andý%in There would bc a difticulty in Smiths's Falls on the South, and Almontethe macadam flush with the steel and Carleton Place on the north. It is contended that we liave an im-au objection now raiscd toi the plac- The annual statement of the Toronto mense milage of roads, little traffic over,,1'4g'of electric raflway.tracke on macadam Stre them and a comparatively spaTse popula-et Railway shows a net profit ofnt Wagon wheels turning on and $282,026-47, as against $301,301 in 1,395. tion ; and that therefore the study of roaes*1ý-' Steel track have a tendency to is something to bc posporied unti[ the%ti Single horses would travel Tgo dividends at the rate of 14 pet cent , country is wealthy, and able to undertake

ruts. eacli have beeti declared, amounting to"ý1a the tracks, but horses hitched the construction of bighways in an txpen-dcýbJ, $ 2 1 o, coô leaving after the deduction ofWould tread on the ale of the an allowance fo- pavement charges amount- sive'ruanner. All this is rathtr but aTis would tend not only to chip more potent reasoný why we Should, as aing to $6oooo, the sum Of $12,026-47 tOmacadam from the side of the rails, country, conserve out energies, and exer-be carried forward. The operating expen- . : l'er,ý'WldÏ the rails of the widch suggEsted, cise them in the most judicious manner.ten - ses for the Year Were $17,845.55 greaterinchîs, the foothold for horses than Lut year, chiefly due to improvementsbt rendered vety unsecure. The present ditions tf this couritllu in apparatus. The number of passengers. con rys,liQ Utimate, as has been donc, that à carrîed. waS 23,537,911, as against the resourees which favor distant tians-tWwýs as beavy eau be draWU 23,355)228. portation are well organized. The de-tqd,ý tteel track than over a macadain velopment of the railway & nd steambostlulâleading, unintentionally so, no It is impossible to condemn in a manner transportation has prcvided for theset4 la not simply the power In too pointed, the inefficiency of the system needs in a measure which has been at-[Gad over the level, which we con- usually adopted in providing for the !m- tained only in some of the riche-st Euro-but alsG the power needed to lift the provernent of streets, a tact made apparent pean countries. It is Otherwise wib thea hiii. Unless double tracks are by their wretched statc. ways which serve for local inteicotirseand switch lines extended into these have been so fat neglected thatyard the site of the load would their ili condition operates as a distincte A la-ge portion of out ratepayers in theited still further by the poorest rural districts insist upon the retention.of check on the social relations ýupon whi(h4t> Of "Gad encountered in reaching the the statute labor as a sort of holiday to bc the characttr of out local communiliesand in turning out Io pass spent in gossip and story telling. In this intimately depends.1ehicles, The speed could be in- way the work on their farmsat a most im-
44ýr pacat a farmer might Jog along portant season, is Deglected; the condition The history of European roods is inter-e , and draw two Icads over of out roads, a most 'important adjunet to esting as being the history of civilization.tlaýck in place of one over the agriculture, is sacrificed, a premium is The Romans built roads reachîrig out0. But the âme of the load muât1% placed on indolence, shiftlessness is en- from Rome over which passed theirêd bY the pDorest piece of road, a conqtfering and planting the seed-couraged, and a bad cxampleis set to out rmiesthe Steirpest grade, not: by Iheý youth arlà rising hope. Would it. not of civilitation in every province. Thcir-",%ble section. profit us tç) declaie a national holiday for roads were models of perfection and pet-%ds are ngl merely for use in the social fcatures, rnakirig it a punishable manency, and after the downfall et the
fg fntm produce. That is a small offènce to inteifère in any way witb the Empire thuir roads did not dissolve asDefit. The solution of the rerformance of the labor which the laws ciurs do under one April shower, bâtstocd'4 Itill, and will bc fcr a good of the country commard should bc dt-,ot- through the centuries all the abuus of> Grât-clats-macadamized.r(-ade. ed to the improvement of out public high- neglect, and to-day even am models Oftheft require to support 1% gys. permanent ioads.


