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Diock Sniffer sat in a chair before
tlu! tire-place in tbe library gazing at
tis limp stocking which bung from
the mantelpiece.

Pick was an only child, and a mat-

I ter of foct young getleman, who do-
clared there were no such things as

fasries and openly scoffed at the idea

of Santa Claus coming down the
chimney, and, in fact, he even went
so far a8 to express doubts of the ex-
fstence of the jovial St. Nick.

The doorbell had been rung several
times while they were at dinner, and

oach time Mrs. Sniffer said to the
scaitress, ‘“‘If it’s a bundle take it
upstairs and leave it in my room
Mary.”

And now, as Dick sat before the as
yet empty stocking, he could hear
his parent® moving about up stairs,
and he could hear, too, a great rat-
tling of stiff brown paper, and the
creaking and grouning ihat told of
the opening of heavy cases and hox-
es. And now and then Id¥ck wonld
gatech o word or two, such as “‘Isu"t
it Jovely ' and “Won't Dick  be
plensed with that?” which was very

tantalizing and very trying to il
boy’s patlience.

Once Dick heard something fall
with g steely crash.

“Jimminy !’ exclaimed Tick,
““That'y a pair of skates!”” 'The he

lcaned forward in hig chair and goaz-
od incredulously at the narrow: npen-
ing in the grate.

““Dollars to doughnuts,” he mut-
tered, *‘thal if 1 ask the folks to-
morrow who gave me skutos ihey’ll
say Santa Claus came down the chim-
ney and leit ‘em for me. Jes' as i1
didn't know that there wasn't any
such a jperson ! It’s jes’ papa and
mamma that gives  your everything,
They ought to know that they can’t
fool me with any Dbaby talk aboul
Santa Claus.”

Dick went to the window, and,
pressing his nose againkt the pane,
he tried to make out what the wea-
ther was like. The white, unbroken
snow Iay wuist deep over the road
and the meadows Dbeyond, and now
and then a flurry  of flakes nlown
against the glass toid Dick that the
stormm  had not  altogether ceased,
thongh the moon was trying its hest
to escapo formthe hurrying cenvelep-
ing clouds, Then Dick went back to
his chuir. It was bis bedtine:, fad
his engrossed parents had forgottem
to remind him of the fact. Fyven the

likely to gind its wav into his 3tock-
conld not prevent Dick
yawning several times, and by
by, with no other sound pudible
the quiet ticking of the old grand-
father’s clock in the corner, Idcek Tywe-
gan to nhod and doze  ju his chair,
starting  up now and then at tie
slamming of a door or a suspicious
noiso  from above stairs,  Suddenly

ing Tronn
aud

[N

Dick was aroused to thoroush con-
sciousness by the inint tinkling  of
dleigh bells, which  seemetl to he

growing louder antd clearer with etich
second. Now, Dick's home was quite
a way from the villuge and onx a
most unfrequented road, so he
curious to see who might be travel-
ling by at that time of night. Iun-
ning Noisecless!y out into the hall he
picked up hix cap and muiiler,
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truly, Santa Claus, are you ¥’ cried
Dick, with a fast beating heart.

“To be gure I am 1’ was the veply.
“And now perhaps you can tell me
something.’’ Santa Claus went on. *‘I
bave just heard of a boy who lives
near here, who -£2Y8 | he d.oes rqpt be-
liove ibere is any such person as I-—
and after all I bhave done for him,
too ! Let me see ; his name is Dick—
er—something op other.’”’ Here Santa
Claug hauled out o heavy bhook, which
wag short -and fat like himself, lie
turncd over the leaves till he cume
to g certain page, und Iick, looking
over his shoulder, could see that the
page contained u list of boys whose
first name was Dick, like his own.
Santa ran a fat forefinger down the
page till he came to a certain Lame
with @ black mark after it

“*Ah, here we have it !’" he exelaim-
ed. “Dick Sniffer ! That’s the »oung
rascal. 130 you happen to know him?™
santa gdded, turning quickly on poor
Dick.

“Y—vyes, sir, He—he lives in the
ed.

“Dear me!’" cried Mr. 8. Claus.
“Here's luck ! It will save me lime
to speak to you aboui it, and you
can ropeat it all to the young dis
beliover.”’

Here. the old gentleman pauged,
with hig kend bent as though in deep
thought. Suddenly he looked up and
delivered himself of the following his
tory of his work :

“When I first began to make
Christmas rounds, many, many hud-
retd  yeurs ago, therc wasn’t o bhuoy
or girl in all the world who diil net
know me and believe me, and 1 nev-
er forgot one single child. But after
a while the world grew so bipg and
s0 many children were born into ir.
that it becamo very hard jor me to
get around to them all.

“By and by things got so bad 1
had to cnlist the services of the fuir-
ies. You |Dbelieve in fairies, don’t
you ?”’

“Oh, yes!” cried Dick,
though but half an hour
would have made another answer,

nmy

carne-tly
before he
“Well,”” pursued Santa, "I ot the

fairics—only the good fairivs, of

\
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deliphtind speculation as Lo what was istmlco, 1

: for skates,

in a trice he had slipped ouy of  the
front door, it softly hehiml
hin,

1t had stopined snowing and  the
moon wug shining out gorgeously
over the wlhitened landscape., Strange
10 say the air felt alinost balmy. As
Dick reachked the front pgate, which
openad on the road, he caught sight
of a fat little horre, trotting along,
before p small, low sleigh, and seat-
ed in it, al} alone, wag a funny fat
little nld man. He seemed strangely
familinr to Dick, though the boyx
could not remember whether ha  had
ever Sven hiin before or had just scen
his picture. At almost the same in-
stant the funny old man caught =iz
of Dick, for hec called out a cheery
“Hallo there!”” and, drawing rcin,
he threw back the lap rohe, and
clambered laboriouslyfromithe sleish
He had the merriest, Dbrightest pair
of eyes Dick had ever seen, and  his
round little nose reminded the hoy of
a crab gpple, it was so  rod uand
shiny. .
" “Why, my boy, glud to meet you!"
he cried, cheerily. “Always glad 1o
meet a hoy, and.most hoys,” he add-
ed with a chuckle, “are glad to mee
me.”’

As thgugh this last needul explun
atiob, the-old gentleraen thrust a
mittened hand deep in a capacious

. pocket and fished out a card, It
ni*;l:s an absurdly large card for so
z small o man—ahout the size of an
-ardinary envelope. He handed it to
Dick, and the astonished. hoy read,
Mr. A Claus ‘of ’l‘roytown '
Why— why;.. yow're not

closing

really,

course '—tao pgo about and ke up
tho lists of all the boys and girls in
the world and to find out what they
 wanted for Christmas, and ir they
fhelieved in Santa or not. I have ol
the nantes in this hook herve, in-
Pick Sniffers down

[
have
bobsled and o Tishinge tod,

Do vou happen to snow if that is
right '
“Yes "criedDick  **that's rieht !

lle—he told me what he wantel™

“Po you think he deserves  any-
thing for not bhelieving in me ¥’ ask-

ed Santa Claus, gravely,

“I-=1 s'pose not ! cried poor lick.

“Ihag if T promise to tell him aboug
mecting you and prove ta him that
you're real, p'rraps you'll forgive
him this time.” .

0Old Santa Claus shook his  head
sadly. ‘Tt always mukes me  fcel
very buad to think anybody needs
proof of me. A boy or girl ought to
belicve what their purents tell them

about old Santa Claus.’’

I T—~—T megn, it Dick
seen yout come down the
once, I'mm sure he'd have pever doult-
ed that you were renl !’ said  Dck
eagerly.

“That toad all very well in the vld
days,”  repliad Santa sorrowiully,
But they make the chimneys so all-
fired narrow these days, and what
with steam heat and gas logs in the
city houses, T haven't any chauce at
all te make iy Christwas calls  on
children in the good old fashioned
way. Though now and then, if 1
happen to pass a particularly large
and roomy chimney, I m very apt
to try the old way. It’s sucly a pret-
iy sight,” added Soanta  with g
chuckle, ““to peep in and see two or
three young ones jast asleep and to
think how they would stare if they
should wake and see me there, Onee
in o while o child does wake up, aud
then | clear out in q Jiffy, o that by
the next morning the poor thimg
doesi’t know whether it really saw
me or dreamed ji !* i

“If you don’t go down chimneys
much how do you manage to {ill all
the stockings 9’ asked Dick,

**Qh, that’s easy !"" cried Santa,
“I have formed what I call o
ents’ league. I have a -tnlk with voch
parent just hefore  Christmns avnut
what is best to give cach child, und
when it comes Christmas Ive the
fairies distribute the presents for e,
delivering them at each house, and I
g0 about the- country just superine
tending and seceing that everything
goes right.”’

Here Sania’s little: horse hegan to
‘ghow - ~impatience by [m.wmg
shaking his head. = .

“Well, T must,..

had only
chimney

-
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same house that I do !'" Dick falter-

L ember

1ttls” s‘lelgh ‘and as he ph.kod -up us"
rbilﬂ' he called ont. "Good nigm.'
Diek; n.nd a right mearry Chrintmns’
to you 1’ And then, as lie notod tha
look of dismay on Dia\:'s fooe, bei
‘ed brightly :—*I knew you: from.the
first my boy, but you belleve fin San-
ta Claus, now, don't you? yo it's an
right. When you look in Four ftock-
ing in the morning you won't Yo dis-
appointed.”* And with that ko chir-
ruped to his horse, and in a mnemt
wos out of might down ihe iead,
though the tinkling of the sliighinils

wag audible for a long time aiie:.
» * * * -« *

_ The noxt thing Dick knew he wus
being roughly shaken by, the shoulder
and his father's voico was saying it
his ear :—**What are you snoc/ing
here for ? You ought to have been in
bed long ago. It's almost time for
Santa Claus to come.”

““He's boen here already und  he
came in such a dear little sleigh,”
murmured Dick sleepily, os ke crawi-
ed up stairs to bed.—New York Her-
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produced 17.-
valued -at $2-
at §13,700,- |

T.ast year Canada
951,421 1lbs. copper,
139,5356; gold valued
OOU- 38,161 tons iron ore, valuad ut

$152,510; 31,015,690 lbs, nicket.
\a.lued. at $1,820,838; 4,134,085 ozs.
dilver, valued at $2,583,289; the 1ut- |
al value oi the metallic minerals te-

ing 821,622,601,

One of the most important ¢ivi-
sions of the English forces wt pres-
ont in South Airicn, is that led hy
Sir C. F. Clery. General Clery n
Catholic and g Corkman, the memhor
of a family shich has been cruunens,
in Munster commerce for a counle of

is

generations.
The late Vice-President IloYarr,
lefit $3,000 to ecach of the (uthohe

“1in such s . xannor and: it such time

‘men in his episcopal city.

charitable institutions of Patorson,
New Jersey.
Dr. Edward McGlynn, ~whka has

been at the point of death 1rowm ty-
phoid fever, is on the road tu re-

covery.

Ten thousand plum puddings bave
been sent from England to the

ishh Army in South Africa.
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The custom house returnz for
show o total trase at
of $15,293,581,

un jrico

port
of 8873,000 over November of 180,
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York Sun sayvs o i 88

church; pa.stor ‘ot Catholic fhurrh,
Alameda,  $250; /to Most v, Fut-
rick W.’ Biordan,’ \mhbnhop of Sun
Francisco, o, lot 40 o x 2
Clarn ‘avenus, near .’ 1'rospect sireet;
Alameda,. t0-bulld’ a.'~chu~ch thcrem

as -o-svenion* 'I‘h‘ raddag .of the oo
tato goes to the’ five ¢hildren of the
testator, dnre,aml ﬂh:\re alike.

A story comas_l’rmn' Fort Benton,
Montann, <which has Lech puiblished
in a numbor of newa.mpers, that a
petrified body had been found in the
muad of the Missouri river near Fort
Benton, and it is claimed that tivs
allegad foseil is the transmuted 1=
moing of General Thomas Francis
Mcagher, = who _was drowned near
there in 1867.

The College of St. Francis Navier
Newt York Oity, has placed at the
disposal of overy pastor in that city
one free scholarship.

Bishop McDonnell of the Brookivn
diocese has created a new churen ci-

fice by appointing the Rev. I,
White as commisdioner of Uatholic
Charitics.

Robert Louis Stevenson's »lep-
daughter 1s a Catholic, and the hish-
op of Sydnoy declures that the anth-

203 on Santp |

or, had not death intervencd, wonld
have heen a Catholic to-day.

Bishop ennessy, of Wichita, Tan..
wwhile in Montreal, made arrangments
~with the Basilian Fathers wherehy
they will open g college for youngs

CHRISTMAS.

No present will be more
acceptable None will ive
such lasting pleasure
$8 1o $10 monthly will
secure fromus choice of §
ihe BEST PIANOS In
MONTREAL. Our Ware-
10omes will be oden day
and cvzring unlt! Janu-
ary Vst lo alfow inspec
tion c.f cur sp.enard siock.
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.4 ness. But these little lls grow—the more you neg-
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FOR A LADY.

Hair Corhbs, mountéd ster-
ling silver, 60c, 8100, $1.35.

Tooth Brush mounted sterl.
ing silver, $1 00,

Thimbles, sterling silver, 25c
50¢, 75¢, $1.00.

Manicure Sets, sterling silver,
in cases, $7.00, $8 50, $12.00,

Button Hook, mounted ster.
ling silver, 35¢, 50¢, $1.00, $1.75

Embroidery Scissors, mount-
ed sterling silver, §1 oo.

Shoe Horns, mounted sterling
silver, 35¢, Hoc, $1 .00, $1.75.

Leather Purses, to carry on
fingers (‘atest style), $1.25,
$2 76, §3.50.°

2

PEOCHY

Hat Brush, mounted sterling

% silver, 65c, $1.25, $2.00, $2.75.1 - . 8
&3 S 5 ¢ 5 \ $275 Leather Purses, 75c, $1 50, §
4 ' Va§ellne Jars, mouxtted ster-| 81 75 $2.75, $3.50, $5.00. %
@ ling silver, 4oc, 60c, 75¢, $1.25. $
2 Leather Purses (silver mount- ¢
) Puf}—]ars’ $"25’ ss'oo! $3'50! ed)' 75C. $I-50, $2.50, ‘350, é
é $4.00. $4.50, $6.00. '
& sl%r;)ellmg Salts, 40c, $1.50, Leather Travelling Cases,ccn-
SL.75.

taining eight pieces, $4; con=~ .
taining 11 pieces, $5; contzin-
ing 15 pieces, 12,

Mirrors, sterling silver, $6.00,

$7.50, $8.00, $9 00,

FOR A GENTLEMAN.

Hat Brush, mounted sterling
silver, 82,50,

Leather Qigarette Cases, $1,
150,175 3 4

Leather Cigar Cases, $1, 2,
4 50, 6 50.
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Clothes Brush, mounted ster-

ling silver, $3 50, 84 0o 3.

Hair Brushes (Military), §5 50| [ eather Wallets, &1, 175,
per pair 3. 4 25,
Cigar Cutters, sterling silver,| 1 o iher Bill Holders, §1 25,
$lv$2 75)33 50 ‘:00.
Match Boxcs, sterling silver,| [ eather Travelling Cases,
2. $2 50, $4 s0. | containing ¢ pieces, $375;

|cont1mmg 8 pieces, $6; con-
| taining 12 pieces, $9; contain-
ing 18 picces, §15.

Ebony Military Brushes (per
pair), $3, §3 75.

Ebony Military Brushes, in

The Czar of Russia has aos: taken 0/d  instrumens. any o cl leather case, §35. Sturling Silver Pencil Cases, :
ia final decision, the religions il - | 88 k _ 0,{,4-” A 0/70 o W . l"'-'—C. &1, 150, 250, 2 _
plonatic importance of whirn van he 8 AR EXCR ged oS : Sihver Mounted \va”‘mgf ) % ' > o J50' .
misunderstood by ne ong; it iy to ul- _yOlH'PIGﬂOﬁE’X! we€kf0r 2 Sticks, $1 50, $2 25, $3, $4 50 i Rolled Gold Pencil Cases, :
low the establishiment av Su, [Perers- Aoy | B > . P 25 200, 2 . .
burg of an extruordinary iapal jn.s- d_:lxvel’l/ Xmas [18 If_VOllv 3 / Silver Mounted \Valkm" I B 3% 200, 500, 4.00. :
sion, wisH { v Sticks. real ivory handles, $4,| ILnglish Pocket Flasks,
The will of the Tate Michael kare, -t ’ $6'50' '<9' . $2, 3 ')0’ Dy 8 50’ 15 oo. :
of Alameda, nakes ihe  iallowing _ M ¢ The above list is only a partial selection from our large and
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To St. Vineent Orphia Aryvlum for ' S comp]ete stocks. -
Boys, at San Rainel, S300e =i, Jos- - 1S Any article will be sent by mail, on receipt of its cash value, ¥
epli’s Catholic Infunt Svshim,  Sond v - : : ..
San Francisco, Sm; N 2366 St Cﬂﬂlel‘llle St. 4 and the money refunded if you are not satisfied. :
tory, $250: governing priesi or offic- : J' ) .
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them out, now, and prevent
use of

lzct them the harder they are to shake off.

Abbey's Efferveséent Salt,

Its efficacy as a preventive and cure for many of
the prevalent ills is testified to by many eminent
physicians in Europe and Canada, Medical journals
of prominence speak highly of it.

Stamp
their return by the daily

The Canadian Pharmaceutical
Journal says:

" We have tried Abbey's Effervescent
Salt, and Rudd it an excellent compound,
It was most favorably commeuted upon
by the medical profession at the meeting-
in Montreal ol the British Medical As-
sociatfonn The Comipany was not afraid
of submitting it to the criticism of
medical men. Al were invited to sam-
ple and pass judgznent on it. This was
{nvariably favorable, some expressing
the opinion thit it was superior in
points to any oiher on the market, A
morning draught of this atimulating
preparation will send & man to his
daily occupation invigorated and ready
for apy task,”
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Sold by an dmgglsta.
botue, trial size zsc.

Goca_-:

T A L R

g
&

and comfort all the year round is mseparably attached te
our special line of Fine Easy Chairs—all styles-—-shapea-'
" sizes and coverings,

SPECIAL PRICES.

How about giving an Easy Ghair for Xmas?

B a2 22222 LYYV

RENAUD, KING & PATTERSON.

652 CRAIC STREET.
2442 ST. CATHERINE STREET, Near Staniey.

CARPETS OF MERIT

This is the expression of many who
have purchased (,arpets from us this
{all.,

Qur efforts is procuring and placing
before our customers the newest effects
and best value, have been fully com-
| pensated by our large and increasing
" bu-iness in Larpets, Curtains.and Rugs.

THOMAS' LIGGEI‘

lssa Nou-emmem , 2440 81.C lLio riue Y1,
Momrml. 178 10179 Bin St otawy,
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