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NEWS OF THE WEEK,
Parliament reopened on the 10th ult. In the
T.ords, the Earl of Derby called upon Lord Aber-
Jeen-to lose no time in declaring the intentions of her
Majesty’s goveroment: for himself and his friends he
was prepared to promise a cordial co-operation with
the ministry, if their measures were calculated to
pionote the public welfare.  Lord Aberdeen re-
terred the noble Tar! to the disclosures about being
made by Lord John Russell in the Ilouse of Com-
rons.

In the Counnons, Lord John Lussell entered upon
n detailed explanation of the future policy of the
winistry.  They intended to Jay befoie the House,
1he estimates for the year, without dclay; there
would be no increase in the number of men, voted
before Christmas, (or the service of the arny, navy,
and ordnance; but a considerable sum ovér and
above last year’s estimates would be required, for
whicl increase, satisfactory reasons woull be given.
Amongst other measures which the Aberdeen iminis-

try intended to bring forward, the noble Lord men-
tioned a Bill to enable the Legisiature of Canada to
dispose of the Clergy Reserves; a measure for t.he
repeal of the Jewish disabilities; and a proposal in-
tended to effect great improvements in the subject of
vducation ; immediately after the Euster recess the
Chancellor of the Ixclequer would lay before the
Ilouse the financial statements ; and in a few days, the
T.ord Chancellor would explain the measures in con-
templation for adjusting the relations between land-
lord and tenant, in Ireland. After mature delibera-
tion, ministers had come to the conclusion not to
introduce, or enter upon the discussion of, any Bill
for altering, or extending the Parliamentary franchise:
nnmediately after the commencement of the next
Session, it would be the duty of the government to
introduce a measure upon this important subject.
Amongst the notices of motions on the books of the
House we find ilie following :—

¢ Mr. Spooner’s, to repeal the Maynooth Grant ; Mr. Schole-
tisld’s amendment on the furegoing, to withdeaw a State pro-
vision for any ecelesiastical or religions purpose whatsoever;
My, Fagan’s, to abolish Ministers’ Money'; Mr. G.H. Moore's,
for a committee on the Established Chureh in Treland ; Me.
MedTahon’s, trish Fisheries: Mr. Napier (ex-Altorney Gene-
val,) Land hnprovement (Jreland) Bill, Tenants’ Compensation
(lreland) Bill, Leasing Powers ([reland) Bild, Landlord and
Tenant (Trelond) Bill (read a second time, and referred to
select comuittee;) Mr. Serreant Shee, Tenant Right (Ireland)
Bill, (read a second time and referred; along with Mr. Napier’s
Lills, to a_select comittee ;) and Me, Whiteside (ex-Solicitor-
(eneral for Irefand,) Courts of Common Law (Ireland) Bill,
tread a second lime.*)

"The Aberdeen governinent has announced its de-
ferimination not to sanction the revival of Convoca-
tion, and to interfere if, upon its meeting on the 16th,
that body should attempt to enter upon the despatch
of business, beyond that already transacted, in fram-
ing an address to the Crown—any factious allempts,
ou the part of the Convocation, to resist prorogation
hy the government superintendent, or to assevt its
independence, would be immediately put down. The
farce of a meeting would be allowed. on the 16th, the
tlay for which Convoecation wassimmoned, after which
it was.to. be-immediately prorogued. and the govern-
went bishops and parsoas quietly dismissed until fur-
ther arders.

Another jolly row seems brewing in the State es-
tublishment, from which the lovers of fun. may an(i-
cipate much amusement.  Itis a second Gorbam
basiness, the refvactory superintendent in- this case
being the government bishop oft Ripon.  "This gen-
tleman has refused to ordain a Mr. Ilayward, be-
canse the latter denies the doctrine of * baptismal
regeneration,”” and-the Low Church party, with the
Iurl of Shaftesbury, as Dresident of the « Pastoral
Aid Society,” at their head,are up in arms, Another
State clergyman, a My, Bireh, declares that, the
apinions expressed by Mr. Hayward are precisely
those he himsell entertains, and adds that, « il the
latter gentleman is unfit to hold a curacy in- the- dio-
cese, he (Mr. Bireh) must be unlit to hold the higher,
and more responsible office of an incumbent ;”
wherefore, he challenges the Bishop of Ripon to
proceed ecclesiastically against him, in order to: con-
vict him of heretical opinions, a5 a means.to.suspend
hiwa,or deprive him of his benelice. The govermment
Lshop, having the decree of the judicial committee
of the Privy Council on “ Baptismal Regeneration”
in \he Gorham case before his eyes, lias very pru-
den ly declined the challenge. Tliere seems no pros-
pestof liealing the breaches in the government Zion

unless, in. its wisdom, the High Court 6}' ~Parliament

take the matter in hands, and by Statute shall clearly

K { define the limits; within which, the Grace of God may
DRAFTS from £1 upwards, payable 2t sizht, free of charze, 1

be allowed to -operate in her Majesty’s “dowinions.
We (rust that Mr. Cobiden will move for a ¢ Select

Bowman, | Committee” of the House of Commions, on this very

difficult and intricate subject—preparatory to the in-
troduction of a ¢ Bill for the removal of doubts as to
the regeneration of infants in- Baptisin, and for _the
better regulating the influences of the Toly Spirit.”
Such a measure would be worthy of the gentus of
the great head of the Manchester School, and might
prove serviceable in allaying those unhappy dissen-
sions which now distract the venerable church, as by
law established.

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin hias published
his Lenten Pastoral, of which the following passage
is especially worthy of notice :—

& And as the spiritual necessitics of the poor elaim, in an es-
Ppecial manuer, vour syurpathy and mssistance, vou should: bhe
zeatons and indeintigable in saving their children from the per-
secution now divecfed against them by these who, baving

853, |

contributed so largely to deprive them of the comforts, ofthis
world, seek 1o roh them of the hopes of a better—who' never
breathed the language of vespeet or compassion for Hem ; a ZL[I[
L they cmmmenced the work of perversion and demoralisation,
| wor opened their hands to their rveliefy wntil ihey offered: the
| wages of mpostary.  IUis, wetrast, scarcely necessary to rensw
{ the warning to onr people, that, so far from suffering the ageats
: and emissaries of'such men 1o penetrate 1nloth.e bosotn of their
| fiunilies, aud-disturh their peace by polemical disputations, they
; Shouldd nat sufler-their foorsteps to defile the very thresholds of
i their doors. \We may pray for the conversion of these nnhap-
i v, deluded men, who are earning the wages of perdition, and
+who will bring the severest judgment of heaven upon their
heads, unless they desist from their wicked course ;. but, aceord-
ing to the apostolical admonition, we should hold 1o communi-
cittion whatsoever with thewn on veligivus malters,”

The insurrection in Mian, though for the moment
repressed, has caused much uncasiness to the [iiends
of peace and order in Europe; it is a certain proof of
the unceasing activily of Mazzini, Alexander Smith, &
Co. On our sixth page will be found estracts from
the proclamations of these gentry, in which they
make no secret of their designs: amongst all his fine
promises however, we do not see that Mr. Alexander
Smith holds out any prospects to lis New York
landlady, of his intentions to meet her little bili.
This is an oversight on the part of so great a hero;
but all leroes have their failings, and Mr. Smith’s
seems to be a strong disinclination to pay his debts.

In Paris, the Jpress swarms with (he most violent
effusions of hatred against Great Ditain. A M.
F. Billot, an ardent Legitimist, has particularly dis-
tinguished himself in this departmeat of literature,
whicl is, to say the least, rather ungeaerous on the
part of one of the partisans of that race for which
Great Britain has expended so mnch of her treasure,
and shed so much of lier bravest blood. We conld
understand the follewing language in the mouth of a
Bonapartist, but it seems rather strange in that of a
Bourbonist. Ie is apostrophising the newly ereated
Emperor :—

“When your victorious flag waves over the Tower of Lon-
don, you will summen the Powersto o general Congress. Then
an alliunce shail be formed which may indeed be catled holy.—
France will resuma ber limits, and all the maratime positions
to which she is entitled.  Her cotonies will be restored to lier;
Malia will be hers; Egypt will exist under her Jaws ; Polund
will have her limits, with Tier independence; Russia will-be
supreme in the Zast; Constantinople will once more he Chris-
tian; Anstria will have her part in Buropean Tarkey s Hun-
gary will be independent ; Prussia will absorh the assgeiated
Swates; Italy will be free from a foreign yole; Spain amd Por-
tagal will form one; and the Methuen ireaty, like s0 many
others, will he pulverived—om is an pilon. Thesvas willbetree—
for all the same access. the same rights, the same tarifls, the
same advantages, There will be no difference.  "The superi-
ority of one will unly be the result of its greater intelligence and
activity ; it will be man exalted, not as Provdhon means, but
according to the sentiment of his interests united w his diznity;
and the ¢ Teaternity of peoples® will be henceforth a truth #2

Tn his posteript, the writer gets still more vicious:

“ Prince, I re-open this letter to recal! the most ardent of my
thoughts.  Distrust the English within qnite as mach, and per-
haps more, than the linglish without. Prince! it isto the G-
glish within that we shonld again owe, in a great meusure, 2
new invasion of France by Continental Europe, if it was ever
conjured, from their impions desires, rest assured ot it. - When
they say € All by the English,? we will answer them eontemp-
tuously, ¢ All by trne Frenchmen; all against the English ! *—
Anathema, then, ou the English 2eithin!  Death to the En-
glish wethont ! All from real France, and by France! Frunce
will never have any other cry,.  From the north to the south,
from the east to the west, the sentiment is the same.  All
Frenchmen are united in this thought of honur and dignity,.—
Aud it is with truth that the poet has said—

‘Lt la Vendee nigniserait son glaive
Sur le plerre de Waterloo :* 2

The writer must be far gone indeed, wheun he, a
Legitimist, can condescend to babble about “the
iraternity of the peoples.” ,

There is a report in the New York Herald of the
2nd inst., that a force of about 1500 men is organis-
ing at New Orleans, for another piratical attack upon
Cuba : it is added that the brigands are 1o be com-
manded by one of the Hungarian fugitives, and that
a mercantile house in Boston has undertaken to pro-
vide them with the means of transport. We hope
that the Spanish government may have the hanging
of the rascals. The Tribune states that Mr. Alex-
ander Smith’s proclamation, exciting the Ttalians to
insurrection, is not genuine,

PERSECUTION OF THE MAPIAIS.

Under the above heading, the Montrenl Herald
of Saturday last favors us with a dissertation upon
the enormities of Popery—as evidenced in the « Per-
secution of the Madiais”—the massacre of the rebel-
licus Huguenots in France on St. Bartholomew’s Eve,
1572, and in its “ usurpations and tyrannical inhu-
manities in "Cuscany,” agd in every country ¢ when-
ever and wherever the Icclesiastical authority is
placed above the Secular.” Tn speaking of the Ma-
diais, the writer—we must do him the justice to ad--
mit—has had the good taste to refrain from reiterat-
ing the ordinary Protestant lie, that they have been.
imprisoned “for reading the Bible ;* but,at the sane
time, he does his best te make it appear, that their
punishment is the result of a religious persecution—
that is, that they have been punished, as oflenders,
against the Church, and not against the State—that
the persecution has been undertaken at the instapce

of Rome, aud of the Supreme Pontiff of the Catholi¢.

Church; and that, therefore,:Catholics generally are
obnoxious to the repreach of being. the friends of re-
ligious persecution,- and the uncompromising enemies
of religious liberty. ‘Then,laying down:as his major-
proposition that— The persecution of others is an
tnfallible proof of falselood and error in the religi-
ous system which resorts to it”—he leaves it to be
inferred that in the “ Persecution of the Madiais” we-
have “an 7afallible proof of falsehood and esror in.
the religinus system®™ of the Catholic: Churelt.” We

vary, but to Lis premises ; il the punisiment of the
Madiais be the result of a «religious perseculion,
undertaken at the instance of Rome,” we have no de-
sire to shrink from our-full share of the responsibility.
 Rome is always as it has been,” and will be, until
the end of time. Tomavisin, or Catlolicity, is, in
Canada, what it is in Tuscany,—in Quebec, and
Montreal, what it is in Rowe, and Florence ; if justly
obnoxious to the charge of «inhumanly tyrannical®
there, equally so here; lor, in every age, and inevery
clime, Catholicity is Ong.
shal] we shrink from glorifying ourselves in the One-
ness of Catholicity, because Protestanis endeavor to.
find therein an cceasion for our reproach.

Wedo nof, therelore, seek to evade the * Madiai?
difficulty by rvepresenting the Catliolic Church it
Canada, as distinct from, and therefore not responsi-
ble for the acts of, the Catholic Church in. Tuscany.
Such 2 line of argument we abandon 1o Liberal Ca-
tholies ; well suited to them, it is one which no honest
Papist will adopt, and which no intelligent Protestant
will respect. “TRome is now, in Canada, asit al-
ways, and in all. places, bas been ;> and the conduct
that the Catholic Chureh pursues in Italy, she wilt
aiways, and everywhere, pursue, when she has the
power; if “usurping® apd “inhumaaly (yrannical”
in Tuscany, she puts forward the very same preten-
sions, and asserts the same principles.in Awmerica; {or
the Catholic Church can never change—¢ always the
same” is her wotto, as it ever must be of the Chureh
which was founded upon a roclk by Him who is the
same *¢ yesterday, ta-day, and for ever ;” what God
has formed, man cannot re-lorm.  But let us examine
this Madiai charge in detail.

The Protestant version of this story varies, not
only from the Cathelic version, but from itself.—
Sometimes it Is one thing, sometimes another; there
is no end to the lies wluch the Protestant press has
circulated respecting these interesting martyrs.  We
will notice some of the most prominent 5 they are the
following :—

Lie No. 1—¢ That the Madiais have been impri-
soned for reading the Bible.”

Lie No. 2— That Francesco Madiui has died in
prison.”

Lie No, 3—«That his death has been caused by
poison.” :

Of these three lics—the last two have been relue-
tantly abandoned by the majority of the Protestant
press; we can hardly, thercfore, be called vpen to
refute them. "L'hey have served the purpose lor which
they were fabricated, and put in circulation; they
have done yeomen's service at many a Missionary
Meeting, and on many an Evangelical platformn, in
company with many bigger, and time-honored, Pro-
testant lies, the hereditary steck-in-trade of the con-
venticle. But, alas! they have at last been gatlered
to their IMather, who was a Drotestant from the be-
ginning, and there remains now, only the first lic of
the sevies fit for active service, and it, owing to the
knocking about it has received, is very nearly « fors
de combat,” or, as Mrs. Gamp would say, “ nged
ap.” It is to the refutation then of (his ie—No. 1
on the list— that the Madiais have been imprisoned
for reading the Bible,” and that this iniquitous act—
for, if true, it is a most iniquitous.act—is the work of
the Catholic Chureh—that we address ourselves.

We mect this charge of our assailants with the
following two pleas:—Firstly, that, even if the pan-
ishment which the Madiais are now undergoing be
the enjust and tyrannical persecution that it is repre-
sented to be, it is onc for which the Cuthelic Clureh
is uot responsible—that it is wholly and solely the
act of the Tuscan State, or Seculgr pawer. Se-
condly,—we deny that the imprisonment of the Ma-
diais is the result of a “ 7el/gious persecution” at all.
We assert, and we do so after having carefully ex-
amined the statements on both sides of the question,
that the Madiais have been punished, not for reading
the Bible, not as Protestants, but as the proselytising
agents of a band of foreign revolutionists; the only
thing we regret is, that the panishment has fallen
upon the paltry tools, instedd of upon the designing
knaves who employed them.  We will now pruduce
our proofs,

Our first plea is,~that the Catholic Church is not
responsible Tor the punishment of the Madiais; that
their imprisonment is not her doing, nor the re-
sult of any laws imposed by her influence upon a
priest-ridden country ; that, in fact, the punishment
of the counvicts is wholly, and solely, the act of the
Luscan State, or Secular power.  We support this
plea by referring to the fact, that the Law,under which
the Madiais have been tried, and convicted, is the
“ Tuscan Conventicle Act,” a Law enacted in 1786,
by the Grand Duke Leopold, a prince as notorious as
his brother Joseph, for his constant opposition to Ca-
tholicity, and for his resistance to, and hatred of,
Papal influence. We are not cailed upon to defend
the policy, or the justice, of this Law, for itis one
for which Catholics, most certainly, are not responsi-
ble, unless indeed the Church is to be held responsible
for the acts of her enemies, and bitterest persecutors ;
it is enough for our purpose to show that the Law,
within whose clutches the Madiais have fallen, is a
Leopoldine Law. We might indeed admit, that its
provisions are harsh and tyrannical, as were those of
most of tlie Laws of Leopold, one of the most arbi-
trary princes that ever reigned, without thereby mak-

ing any admission unfavorable ta the Church; we

demur, not to the conclusions drawn by our ¢otempo-’

This is our boast, non

migfit do this, we sox ;: but:we do; not.do so, for we

think that, unlike-most of - the Leopoldine- Laws, the

one under discussion .was a-wise, and necessary mea- .
sure of, Precaution against-the hordes of revolutionjsts..
who, in 1786, threatened,.and a few ‘years later suc-

ceeded: in overturning, botithrone andsaltar ip. most

countries in Europe. o

Secondly—we deny that the imprisonment of the.
Madiais is the vesult of a « religious persecution” g
alt.” We assert that they have been, nunished—pot.
for reading the Bible,—not as Protestants—not g
oﬂe_nders against lh'e Church—but as. conspiratory
against the peace ol the State s—not uponrelizious
but solely upon political grounds—as the paid a\?ems,
as the hired tools, of foreign conspirators. = =

The Madiais have not been. imprisoned for ¢ reag-
ing the Bible”—forthere is n0 law in Tuscany against:
reading, or circulating, the Bible ; neither was réldinc
the Bible urged against them. as a crime upon thejr
trial.  In prool of this we appeal to the well knowy,
fact that, in prison, the Madiais are provided wilhl
copies. of the Bible which they may read as lope
and as much, as they like. Tt is not probable”_.’
says Mis Grace the Archbishop o' New York, i
his admirable letter upon this very subject—w.{ha¢
any country would punish an offender for g cerime,
and yet allow him to continue, during the penally, in.
the commission of the same. Tor instance, men
convicted of forgery are not allowed to carry on the
trade in the States Prison.” So wanifestly false is.
this charge against the Tuscan government, that most
of the Protestant papers have at lenglh abandoned
it.  The London Spectutor admits that, whatever
the cause of the imprisonment of the Madiais * 1)
ostensible one is %ot for reading the Seriptures ”
and ather Protestant journals on this continent have
frankly confessed the same.  Still the lie is a oood
sound Protestant e, and will long find knaves to
crrculate, and fools to believe, it. For nothing is so
hard to kill:as o Protestant lie 5 refuted, abandoned
one moment, it is re-asserted, and taken up again, the
next; nothing can equal the pertinacity with which.
the true Protestant clings to alie, unless it be the
“convulsive impetus of aflection with which the
Saints of the Tabernacle cling to some pet preacher
whose whole life has been proved to be one vast sue-
cession ot unchastities”—ide Specteior of the Htl
ult., in allusion to the bright star of the evangelical
conventicle—Dr. Achilli.

Neither have the Madiais been imprisoned as Pro.-
testants. T'or years before the trial, Tosa Madiai
and her husband, had been, kmown to be Protestants,
and yet, left unmolested. At Florence, there is
Protestant meeting house 10 which they had constant
access for years, and no one tlhought of interfering
with them. And in prison, it is admitted by all the
Protestant journals, that, the Madiais are still visited-
by, and receive the ministrations of, Protestant min-
isters. If Protestantism weve then the offence for
which the interesting martyrs were imprisoned, we
ask any person of common sense, is it lilkely that the
Tuascan government wonld aliow the olfence to be
repeated in its public gacls, and as it were, under its
very nose? Ts it thus that States generally punish.
criminals?  Was it thus that the Protestant govern-
ment of Ingland treated the DPopish priests and
laymen whom it iinprisened lor assisting at the cele-
bration of Catholic worship? Did that Government.
allow its victims to hear Mass in prison 7 We trow
nof.

But the Madiais were tried, and sentenced to im-
prisonment, upon the charge of being the paid tools.
of that Iinglish evangelical, and revolutionary, party,
which has, so long, and so fatally, disturbed the peace
of Eurape—yide ¢ Alison’s Mistory.” They were
persccuted—as the sons of Lord Aldhorough were.
persecitted—as the agents of sedition, hiding their vile.
purposes under the mask of religion, and therefore,
as hypocrites as well as traitors, doubly odious. 1t
was proved, on their trial, that these Madiais—peo-
ple in a menial class of life, the woman a waiting
maid, and the man a courser—vere so amply provided
with funds, that they could circulate 11,000 copies
of the Protestant Bible—that they could lire, and-
pay, players of barrel organs, to carry about, and
distribute, indecent pictures of the Blessed Virgin,.
and blasphemous caricatures of the most sacred vites-
of the Catholic Church. Tn express violation of”
the Leopoldine Law of 1786; wlhich, aflter lying long
dormant, was prudently resuscitated by the Luscan.
government in 1849 upon the breaking out of the.
revolutions which have lately convulsed, and still
menace the peace, and the very- existence, of society
in Lurope-—in defiance of tiie reiterated warnings of°
the Police, the Madiais still continued 10 hold their-
illegal meetings with closed doors, at which large
numbers of persons assisted ; not for the purpose of
religious worship—{or as we said before, there is a.
Protestant meeting-house injFlorence—but evidently:
with the object ol carrying out the designs of their
foreign employers, whe furnished them with funds..
At last the suspicions of the Tuscan government
were aroused ; with the scarce extinguished embers.
of insurrection and rebellion smouldering around
them, harassed on all sides by the machinations ol
the disciples of Mazzini, Garibaldi, and al} the cut-
throat crew of demagognes and socialists, the Tusean.
authorities determined, if they conld notreach the
chiefs, to punish the tools ai least, ol"the revolution-.
ary party 5 and for this purpose instinded proceedings.
against the Madiais, whose connection with the fo-
reign disturbers of the peace had been long notorious..
Wemay regret that that government has condescend=
ed, or rather, in sell-preservation has been obliged, to
strike at such- low. game; but we see nothow the-
justice, or the prudence, of its proceedings can,be im-
pugned, or why, because a scoundrel.-goes.about witlh,
a seditious pamphlet in ose hand, and a Protestant
Tract in the other, he should. be. called: o rveligious.’
martyr * when visited with the chastisement due: to.’
his misdeeds. If Thistlewood, and the Cato Street:




