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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

By the discolutien of Parliament Mr. Glad-
«one scems to have sprung a mine upon his
opponents, they were not propared for such
a blow, and it las mot a little annoyed
+hem. In Ireland the friends of Home Rale
whose preparations for sending the advocates
of their cause to Parliament were not com-
pleted, arc much offended, and look upon
tbe dissolution nas a trick to prevent the
wpture to Parliament of a large body of
1rish roembers pledged to the Home Rule po-
Hey. The Conservatives scem as yeb to have
had the advantage in the elections in Kagland.
Une sign of the times, and of the direction in
which the current of public opinion is setting,
s to be found in the fact that Frome which for
many years has becu represented by an ad-
vanced Liberal, Mr. Hughes, author of Tom
Brown's School Days, has been carried by a
(lonservative without a contest. We have as
- »¢ n¢ roports from Ircland ; but even though
hnprepa.rcd,we have reasons to expect that that
country will make its power felt in the next
House of Commons, on the groat questionlof
Home Rule, The principle is a sound prinei.
ple, bat it may take some time yet to arrange
4l its details. There i3 nothing important to
repori {rom the (iold Coast, but we foar that
the expectations of 2 speedy and successful
cnd 10 the war, arc pot to be realised,

A coldness, to use no stronger term, is
springing up betwixt Germany and the Italian
Government. La Marmora has published a
Jotter refecting on Bismarck's honesty, and in
consequence he and Bismarck are at issuc
about a matter of fact. They exchango the
compliments gsual in such coses, or in
other worde they almost give onc another
the lie. Already, to use tho nomenclature of
our old friend Touchstonc, they have got far
beyond the fourth degree, or ** Reproof valiani,”
and are verynear the sixthand last degrec—the
aLie direct.” Henee the coldness, in which
wa sce omen of good ; for as the proverb says
when & certain class of men fall out, honest
men bave o chance of getting back their own,

The question as 0 whether the Cuatholic
Chureh provoked by her hostile atfitnde to-
spards the Gevman State, the oppressive “Falek”
Laws—or whether it was those laws which, by
demanding from the Bishops and clergy of the
Church concessions to the State incompatible
with the oxersise of the Catholic religion,
brought the State jnto collision with the
Churc—has been finally set ab rest. True;
the onus probandi always was on the shoulders
of the fromers of tho Falek Laws; it was for
them to preve that the action of the Church
had been such as to justify, nay eall for, those
severe measures against her; it was for them to
eite some overt act of sedition or disloyalty of
which, as 8 body, the Bishbops and clergy had
‘been guilty ; and failing in this, the Catholies
mould still be justified in demanding & verdict
in their behalf of * Nol Guilty.” It is for
the acomser ot mercly to assert, but to prove
the guilt of him whom he accuscs; not of the
sccused to prove his innocence.

_ Butin this particular case the perfect innc-
cence of the accased is proven, and that out of
the mouth of her adversaries. The charge—
this should be born in mind—the charge against
-the Chureh in Germany was that she had, be-
£are the introduction of the ¥alok laws, approv-
ed herself hostile to German unity, and lzad
thereby provoked the oppressive 1egis§atmn
complainéd of. In hig speeches and public ad-
dresses Prince Bismarck reiterated this asser-
tion ; snd in substanee, the fullghond-—-for false-
‘hood it i8, a8 we will show—was given to the

world over the signature of one who is an Em-
peror, and who should also be & gentleman,

Now let us come to facts, full accounts of
which may be found in the Lendon Spectator
and Morning Post, as well as in ali the Catho-
lic journals of Europe.

In tho course of a speech delivered in the
Landtag by Herr Reicheuspergen against the
Falck Laws, the speaker reproached the Prus-
sian Government with ingratitude towards the
Catholics of the Empire; sincc but a short
time ago, that sume Government had been 2
suppliant to Catholics in order that the ln_t.t/er
might use their influence with their co-religion-
its io Prussia in behalfof German defence, and
German unity. v

This statement was received by the House
with marks of surprise and expressions of in-
eredulity’ which did not diminish when the
speaker continued to the effect that, it was
owing to the exertions and influence of the
Prussian Catholics that the co-opcration of
Bavaria against Frauce had been securcd in
the last war,

On this, shouts of derision broke out amongst
the Protestant party; but the speaker, calmly
waiting till these had subsided, turned round
and appealed to his great opponment, Herr
Lasker, the chief of the Liberal party, and of
course from his position well posted up in the
history of the war, its autecedents, and its re-
sults,

4] havo A wittess, gentlemen, to the truth of what
I say. Ask Herr Lasker.”

To the surprise of the House, to the utter
confusion of the followers of Bismarek, and we
hope to the calightenment of Europe, Herr
Lasker, thus adjured, stood up and testified :—

4 Sehr wahr—It ig perfectly true”

This honest confession has created an im-
mense sensation. The tone of the anti-Catho.
lic press is much lowered; and even the
Bavarian Allgemeine Zeitung,  will not affect
to deny that the Catholic leaders in Prussia
did use their influcnce in the senso indicated

by Herr Reichensporger.”

Thus ther we learn from the wmeuth of her
adversarics that the unfricudly relations of
Church und State in Germany are the conse-
quence ef the Falck Laws, and not as has been
falscly asserted, the provoking causc of these
laws, Of course the importart debate in which
this fact was brought tolight will be studiously
repressed by the majority of ¢he Liberal and
Evangelisal press.

The Ritualists, with Dr. Yuscy at their

head, are taking up a new position in which,

as against their low church opponents, they

will find themselves impreguable. Hitherto

they have been content to fight about vestments

andlights on their commurion tables; about pos-

tures, and the husks, or outer coatings, as it

were, of their system; to-day, however, they

have boldly joined issue on the questiens of
auricular confession and priestly absolution,—

Here they boyond question bhave their liturgy

and book of common prayerjon their side; and

from the position thcy have taken up they

cannot by argument be dislodged.

The London Zimes replies to & recent mani-

festo from Dr. Pusey and his colleagues assert-

ing the principle, that the ministers of the

Anglican denomination are authorised by the

legal formularies of their church—formularies

which have rcocived the full sanction of Par.

liament—to Lear the particular confessiona of
all those who desire to confess ; and to give ab-
solution to the peoitents in the words « 7 ab-

solve thee from all thy sins.”” But the reply of
the Times is most feeble, and must be felt to be

g0, cven by those whose side in the controversy

betwixt High and Low, the Times adopts.—

Only by asserting a “non-natural’ sepse, as

the proper sense to be put upen the words of
the Anglican ordimation service, oan it evade

the force of the arguments of the Ritualists,—
If, 50 in substance they arzue, if in virtuoe of
our ordination we have received special power
to forgive sins, and to retain sins, it follows by

implication, that we are bound to exercise that
great power gonferred upon us; but unless we
know the state of the conscience of him who

geoke ahsolution at our hands, as ministers of
Christ exercising a power by Him delegated

to us—how can we absolve or retain? QCur
right to hear confessions is the logical corollary
of the power given to us in our ordination to
zive or withhold absolution.

To this argument thero in, thers can be no
reply. The Times thus seeks to evade its
force, by denying the premiss on which it is
based ; to wit, that at their ordination, au-
thority to forgive sin or to retain sin is given
to Protestant ministers of the Anglican Church,
True! the words of the Ordination service are
before its eyes; words plain and unambiguous
¢« Receive the Holy Ghest; whese sins thou
dost forgive they are forgiven ; and whese sins
thou dost retain they are retained”’—Now how
are these words and their plain meaning to be
evaded? Here is how the Times attempts to
deal with what it calls the ¢ vexed question of

Absolution” :—
¥ We will frankly confeas we giva itup. The Or-

dination servico incorporates language which tends

tremendous words, and it is only just to make much
allowance for clergymen who interpret them liter-
slly. But the simple truth is that the vast majority
of Englishmen do not belleve them in their plain
meaning and never will"— Times.

Therefore since the vast majority of Eaglish-
men do not believe these words in their plain,
obvious, or natural senso, they are to be set aside,
and interpreted by the ¢ sober eommon sense
which is the dominant characteristic of the
Church, no less than of the State in England.”

From such logie as this the Ritualists have
not much to fear. On this question of Absc-
lution, upon which their right to hear confes-
sion depends, they have the Prayer Book, they
have Acts of Parliament with them. On this
ground therefore they seem determined to make
their last stand, and on this line to fight out
the great battle with their opponents.

The latter have but one way of mecting the
foe. They must apply to Parliament for re.
lief; they must call upon the legisiature 1o
amend tke Ordination service, and properly
detine the fanctiens of office kolders in the
Government ccclesiastical dcpartment. By
these tactics they may turn the flank of the
Puseyites, but they are impotent against them
so long s the legul Formularies of the Church
are allowed to remain in their actual position,

The Discstablishment of the Irotestant
from Qhurch in Ireland would; so it was foretold
the first, be speedily followed by Dissolution
The mere creature of the State it could not
long survive the withdrawal of State aid, and of
Siate superiniendence. The propheeics of its
enemies, the gloomy forebodiogs of its friends,
scem to be in a fair way of being rcalised; the
Protestant disestablished church is dying of
inanition, and internal dissensions.

It is the old story of Ritualist and anti-
Ritualists, of Romanism and anti-Romanism ;
only in Ireland there is no Court of Law as
there ie in England to bind the contending
parties over to keep the peace. InIreland the
combat is @ Uoutrance; and scorning 1o waste
time on minor out werks, the Prayer Book ot
Malakoff itself is, with onc party the dircer
point of attack, with the other party that of
defence. With the Prayer Book as it is, the
anti-Ritualists feol that they have no chance
against their opponents; therefore in Ircland
the battle has resolved itself into one of Revi-
vision or No Revision of the said Prayer Book,

The battle rages with ever imcreasing fary,

and the combatagts aro becoming daily more
bitter against one another; whilst wearied and
disgusted with the turn that affairs have taken,
the rich friends of the Irish Protestant church
are withdrawing their subseriptions, so that in
the words of the Times' correspondent, ‘ there
is reason to fear that the veuerable Church
around which they are fighting will be left to
crumble and decay.,” Large sums subseribed
by the Marquis of Drogheda, the Protestant
Archbishop of Dublin, and many others for the
rebuilding of Kildare Cathedral, have heen
withdrawn because of the uuscttled state of
things ; and the Z%mes adds that “ severa] large
contributions which were intended for the funds
of the church have been withheld, and even
promises recalled in consequence;” whilst num-
bers who would have been willing to help have
been discouraged and deterred by the conten-
tion which they witness,
This is touching the “vemcrable church”
three centurics old, upon ite tender point.—
All mapner of false dectrines and heresies it
has borne and still could bear; but touch its
purse, or menace its money bage, and deaih
must speedily ensue.

e

ReviGlovs Liperry 18 mnE U, STATES.
—The beast of the U. States ie that State-
Clurchiem in all its phasés is there unknown ;
that religion is there free, and left to the sup-
port of the people, who are at liberty to give,
or to withhold their sapport as they please,
without interference from the State,

This is not true. The voluntary system
does not obtain in the U, States, religion there
is not free; and the State does interfere in a
most arbitrary manner.

The voluntary system implies two things.—
If it means anything it means that, if no one’
shall be compelled by law to give of his wealth
for the support of any religion, so neither shall
any onc be debarred by law from giving of his
own, and fo any amount he pleascs, for the
support of religion. Where either of these
conditions is wanting the voluntary system is
oot in foree,

Now we see that by a recent decision of a
Court of Law in the State of Missouri it is
the law there ¢ that every devise of goods or
chattels for the support, use, or benefit of any
ninister, public teacher, or preacher of the
gospel, as such—or any religious sect, order or
denomination shall be void,” By means of a
strained interpretation of this ediet, violating
as it doos 21l individual liberty, and the rights of
conscience, the will of a Catholic lady deceased,
Mad. La Marque, has been set aside, She, it
seems, devised a sum of money to Dr, Kenriek
simply by name, and without any indieation of

his position as a member of the olergy, or in-

Tho will was centested ; and because Dr. Ken-
rich was 2 Catholio Arobbishop, and would pro-
bably devote the money bequeathed to him teo
Catholic purposes, a United States Judge
strained the unjust law above cited, so as to
make the bequest null and void. This is what
is meaut by a “ Free Church in a Free State.”
Not only does the State withhold all assistance
from religion, but it intcrposes obstacles in the
way of thc exercise of charity; and forbids
Catholics, for it was against them that the law
was aimed, to give of their own substance for
the support of their religion, From such li-
berty good Lord deliver us.

THE ELrecTions.—Thursday was the day
of the polling. From an carly hour the places
at which the votes wherc registered, were
crowded, und till 5 p.m. the contest continued
with unflagging energy on both sides, but we
are happy to say in perfect good order.—
Throughout there was no disturbance, and the
absenco of drunkcn mcn on the strects was
very conspicuous. _

At the eloze of the poll the votes stood thas:

WESTERN DIVINOX,

Mr. Mackenzie...... seanat aors sara20,36

Cal, Stevenson.,.. .su.+. PR boe 1,442

Majority for Mr. Mackenzie.......... 504
CENTAE DIVISION,

Mr. Ryan..cocceenniisennininnanes 3,135

Mr.Devlin..covviiiiininn,, 1,786

Majority for Mr. Ryan......,....... 350

Our Qity members therefore are, for the
Eastern Division M. Jette; for the Western
Division Mr. Mackensie; and for Montreal
Centre, our old and trusty represcatative, Mr.
Ryan,

We thiok that we have to congratulate our-
selves, and to congratulate the several candi-
dates, successful and unsuccessful, on the or-
derly manner in which the battle has been
fought and the elections went off. Somec angry
words, which it would have been better to have
left unsaid, may have passed in the heat of the
conflict ; but these we hope will be soon for-
gotten, Considering that he made his appear-
ance so late in the field, Col. Stevenson, made
a good fight of it, and though defeated has
nothing to be ashamed of, for Mr, Mackenzie
if he be a young man—a fault which will wear
offi—approved himself to be a veteran in fight.
Mr. Ryao may well be proud of his victory,
which he owes to his own merits; but bis op-
ponent, Mr. Devlin, has no esuse to hang his
bead because of a lost battle. He polled a
good vote, though not so good of course as did
his opponent ; and the little bitternesses which
may have displayed themselves in the course of
the struggle, have been the mcans of elicit-
ing from high quarters, conclusive and well
deserved testimonials as to Mr. Devlin's
services towards his fellow-countrymen, as a
talented lawyer, as an excellent citizen, and as
a loyal and efficient officer of our Provincial
military force. Kven in his dofeat Mr.
Devlin retires from the field with honor.

In Kingston, after a very hard fight, and by
2 majority of 46 vetes, Sir J. A. Macdonald
has won the day against Mr, Caruthers. The
Qttawa election resulted in a victory for Messrs,
Currier and St, Jean, For Toronto the mem-
bers elected are Messrs. O'Donohue, Moss, and
Wilkes; Quebec West returns to Parliament
Mr. McGreevy. Mr. Anglin has bean re-
turned by acclamation. When the elections
shall have been completed, we will publish a
list of the members of Parliament.

It is already certain however, that the pre-
sent Ministry will have a large majority in the
new Parliament; and even from those put
down as oppesitienists, it is not likely that
they will meet at first, with any hestility, for
we see not wherein the policy of the present
holders of office will, in principle, much differ
from that of their predecessors, Questions to
provoke opposition must of eourse arise, but as
yet no important issues are before the public.

It scems that there was o disturbance in
Kingston at the close of the poll. How or
with whem it originated we are not told,

We also see by our excharges that 2t the close
of the election in Toronto, the members of a
rowdy society known as the Qrange Young
Britons distinguished themselves after their
usual fashion. The rascals attacked and
smaghked the windows of O'Donohus’s commit-
tee room, and continued their outrages till dis-
persed by the Police. These are the black-
guards that some time ago attacked one of the
Catholic institutions of Toronto, and who are
always prominent in every dirty work. A
good flogging at the whivping post weuld be
po more than they deserve,

.

EccrEstasrican.—It is reported that the
Sovereign Pontiff has been pleasod to make the
following ecclesiastical appointments. To be
Bishop of Sault Ste. Marie, the Very Reverend
Dr. Jamot, Vicar General of Toronto. To be
Bishop of Haumilton, the Very Reverend Dr,
Crinnon, Viear Genoral of the diocese, to fll

the vacancy caused by the death of the late

lamented Right Reverend Dr. Farrell,

with unreasonable disaffection and
- chall

to instance some gross defect En the law, P
excuse for that disaffection answered...’:
not 80 much of the laws, as of the m i
which those Iaws are ad:ninistemd inmll:-:;g,::
that we complain; the laws in themselver
may be good laws, but they are partially or

a8 ap
‘it is

i dishonestly applied.

Ifere is o case in point which
the Dublin correspl;zdence' of w:hemlgoﬁ:!om
Timc'a; and we ask any impartial person oil;‘
therein there be not ample proof that i Iy
land the laws are administeredin a Partia] an’;
as towards Catholics an iniquitons mnnne;
In the Roscrea Union the majority of: the
rate payers aro Catholies; the majority of ¢
children are Catholic in the mtio of tep tc
4; but the majority of the Board are Pmtca:-
ants, and therefore in defiance of the jng; ant
protests of the Catholic rate payers avai] f:e
selves of the power which the law gives u,:n
to appoint and force upon the Catholic i
a Protestant teacher, oy
It is little things like these, but of constant
repetition that sicken and disgust Irish Qagy
olies; they believe that, had they Zome Ruk-
n:.1d power to manage their local affujrs such
violations of justice could not oceur.,

E‘.'ANGELIOAL AMENITIES.—At the nnnpgl
fneetmg of the F. C. M. Society, on the eyep.
ing of Thursday of last week, the usual plati-
tudes of the conventicle were enlivened by a
d‘iatribe agaiost Pius IX., from a truly Chris
lian clergyman, a Rev. E. Warren, The
“ papocy”’ he snid *“ was a dund religion, hay.
ing only one tongue, and that of an old Bian
who was not only an ecclesiastical ignoramus’
and perhaps a profligate,”—Witness, 30¢A ulrj

In courtesy, in Christiag charity, and logical
acumen, this Rev. E. Warren is a fair s;eci-
men of the I, C. M, Society and its adherents,

WILLIANSTOWN.—The Winter Examination
ef the pupils of the Convent of Notre Dame,
was held in the Jarge Hall of the Inst-itution,
01]1 Tuesday aed Wednesday, 27th and ?.Stlg
ult, '

The Rev. Father MacCarthy presided, and
conducted the exercises which occupied a,boni
ten hours,

The young ladies were examined in French
and Faglish grammar, Arithmetic, Ancient
and Modern History, Geography, Astronomy,
and the use of the Globes. It is byt Just tt;
say, the Examination was most satisfactory
alike creditable to the pupils and thejr devoteti
teachers. The music—voeal and instrumenta)
~—was particularly good.

With pleasuro we acknowledge the receipi
from Messrs. . & J. Sadlier of this city, of a,
magnificent 0il Chrome of Marshal MacMahor,
President of France. The portrait is printed
in rich colors, and is a rare and beautify
picturc when suitably framed. For sale by
D. & J. Sadlier & Co., Moutreal, price, by
mail, One Dollar, Ivery Irish family should
become possessed of a copy.

We are happy to learn that City Counciller
M¢Shane is fast recovering from the effects of
the serious aceident that we reported a few
days age,

For Report of St. Bridget's Asylum Ame
ciation, Quebec, see sixth page,

We have rcceived CRisholm's Infernational
Lailuay Guide for February,

-

Bracgwoop’s EDINBURGE MAGAZINE—Jao-
uary, 1874,

Lord Lytton’s Tale of T%e Paristans, the
best thing he ever wrote, has given out, rathes
than been concluded in thisnumber. The other
articles are as follows :—The Stery of Vales-
tice and His Brother, part I.; International
Vanities, No. 2; John Stuart Mill, an Aute-
biography ; Note Relating to the Stery of the
Missing Bills; A Piece of Heather; The In-
dian Mutiny; Sir Hepe Grant; The New
Year’s Political Aspects.

-

Tue Youne CRUSADER.—DBoston, February,
1874, Terms] one copy, §1 a year in aé-
vance.

The present number of this excellent monthly
is to hand and contains many interesting storics
for the young folks, Wo would recommend
porents to obtain this periodical for their chi
dren, in which they will find round healthy
reading moro fitting to their young minds thaa
in the trashy sensational story papers of the day.

To CoNsvuprTivAs,—Wiaor's Cop Livar O iS»
Lnig has now been before the public for ten years
and hns steadily grewn into favor and sppreciation.
This could not be the case unless the preparation
was of undoubted and high intrinsic value. The
combination of tho Phosphate of Lime with pure
Cod Liver Oil, ag prepared by Br, Wilber, hag pro-
duced a new phase in the trestment of Consumption
and a1l diseasos of the Lungs, Thia article can e
taken by the most delicate invalid without creatiff
the dirgusting nansen which is such apromicent @
jection to the Cod Liver Oil when taken witbout
Lime. This preparation is prescribed by the rege:
lar facnity, and sold by the proprietor, wholesales®
retail, A. B. Wizsos, Chemist, Boston, and by drig*

') gists generally,




