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pative of murder, of his now hated victiin.
CIIAPTER XL. .

It is not in the power of langrge ta couvey:
even remotely; 1 notion of tiw n‘\\.-:-wlu-l:n‘xu_,'-
horror, that tumbled down wpou Edmaud Fen.
nell, a3 this new evidence was communicated
to lnm. !
mind that, after parting from Mary Cuoney,
ghe had been encountered aud murdered by
Robin Costigan. All his recollections of the
old villain’s threats to the poor beggar-girl, and
the indistinet vision eaught of him, while Jid-
mund lay bound and prostrute among his cap-
tors, plausibly confirmed the truth of this con-
.clusion; and, apart from his own sufferings
and danger, he experienced many a bitter pang,
avbile contemplating the supposed fate of his
unhappy youug friend. i

But now it seemed certain, that his own
wife had been the vietim of the mysterious
trazedy ! And that he, he was aceused as the
shedder of her blood! And yet, that was no-
thing: nay, he was almost gled of it, for in
horror, in despair, and in prostration of heart

and mind, he grimly felt that public exposure, |

public revilings, and a public death upon the
gallows, were now necessary to suit and to end
his inexpressible sense of misery.

There is uan old saying—*“when ;
.down, down with him ;" and Ndmund Fennell !
-soon proved it to be a truism. Anticipated |
.condenmation was universal against him,
word of pity for his situatien wus spoken from |
one to another, thronghout his native city ; |
and not one voice was raised in doubt of the

guilt of a formerly csteemed, nnd well-eon- J
ducted young person. '

In Lis prison, no friendly fuce appeared to
offer him counsel or consolation. Under favor
of the jailor, indeed, many came to gaze at
him; but, although Edmund could recognise
gome intimate acquuiniances among those
curious persous, none of them now stepped
forth to offer him the hand of fellowship; but

they scowled at him, or else gaped half in fear,
upon the haggard murderer.

The hour for his trial drew near. Tho
jailor appeured to warn him of the fact, and to
advise liim to send for a legal person to prepare
his defeace. Edmund started at the official
stupidly. His mind was one whirl of confusion
and dismay ; and he could scarcely undorstand
what he was asked to do.  But at length com-
prehending that he was exhorted to take
friendly counsel of some one, he dexired that
Father Connell, and Tom Nuddy might be sent
for, This request was granted; but the mes-
senger soon returned to say, that the priest was
distant in the country since daybreak that
morning; and that Tom Naddy had quitted
his master's house, and was nowhere to be
heard of.

The jailor again proposed that an attorney
should be called in, with 2ll dispatch—adding
that the grand jury. in the court-house above
their heads, had found true bills aguinst Ed-
mungd, and that his indictment was in progress
of being made out; so thut, therefore, not an
instant was to be lost.  An attorney aceording-
ly attended the accused ; #nd to him Edmuud
over and over again said—*“I am ionocent!
I am totally innocent of this hideous charge.
As God iives and hears me, I um ionocent!”
But he could not bring his mind further to
commune with his lewal adviser. The gentle-
man put questions in detuil to him; he an-
swered only by bewailing tho loss of his young
wife, and wringing his hands, and shuddering
at the thoughts of her horrid death.

The attorney quitted his cell, and in striet
.confidence told the first person who asked him
a question on the subject, that he would do all
in his power for the young fellow, but thut he
feared with little chance of success; and very
knowingly he shook his head as he made this
-declaration.

About two hours more #cnt by, and, true to
his progrostic, the jailor came to condyet Ed-
mund up to the court-house. After traversing
some narrow dark passages, they arrived at a
flight of spiral steps, ascended it—and through
a trap-door, Edmund suddenly found himself
emerged into the dock of the city-court—a sen
of heads before him and around him—his
judge, clothed in scarlet and ermine straight
before him—the galleries also thronged with |
human faces to his front and to either hand—:
and cvery fuce turned to him—and the hosts
of cold detesting cyes fixed on him—a freezing
firmament of eyes, poor Edmund vaguely
‘thought.

He was stunned for an instant, and stug-
gered towards the side of the dock.

« And is it Robin Costigan they are goin’
to tary fur his life to-day ! asked a voiee, in a
whispering under-growl, close to him.

He jumped round, but again failed to catch
a sight of certain well-known features, ;

The jailor called him to stand forward at the
bar, His jury were heing sworn, he said, and
1his was the time for his challenges, if he had
any to make.

Edmund really did not wnderstand ; but he
-answered ¢ No; he had no challenges to muke;
he had nothing to ohject to uny one.”

It may be asserted that the anticipated pub-
lic condemnation, out of doors, accompanied
the jury into their box;—that in fact, they had
already, cach in his own breast, agreed on their
verdict. A few there might have been amongst
them, who, as they looked at the pale ghastly
lad, still in his soiled and torn attire, and his
toilet wholly unattended to, becanse wholly un-
thought of, said to themsclves—* we muss di-
vest ourselves of our prejudice;' but this very
resolve to guard against their prejudice, only
proved its existcnce,

The trial procecded. The cvidence given
before the magistrate was now repented against
the arraigned prisoner at the bar. Edmund
seomed to attend to what was going on; but
hiz mind wus, for the most part, far away—
summoniog up before itself a hoirid and re-
volting picture of Helen’s murder, by the lonely
river-side, A slip of paper reached him from

He had fixed it as certain in Lis own

aman 1s'

No|

‘ hands by the jailor, Iidmund read upon it,
.+ Has the prisoner no counsel ?  He replied,
speakiog to the jailor, “ No—mnot one,” and
“took no further notice of the matter. The
- juilor telegruphed the meaning of this answer
“to a young gentleman, sitting near the evidence
toble, who immediately rose, and addressed the
eourt.  He was o briefless barrister, just
¢+ called,” and “ going cireuit,” upon the vague
| hope of being, some time or other, engaged in
{ some case or other, by some attorney or other.
| But the bricfless young barrister had a fecling
heart, it not professional notoricty; and this
! joined with a little laudable ambition to make
| himselt knowu in any way, now caused him, as
: has been said, to address the judge.
|  “My lord,” he began, ¢ the ushappy young
i prisoncr at the bar not having counsel engaged,
. L will aet for him, if he and your lordship are
_satisfied.”
i The jailor whispered Ned Fennell, and again
‘nodded assentingly to the voluntcer counsel;
! the judge, after & wide disteusion of his cheeks,
tand the emission of o long puff of breath, also
| nodded.
| % Then, my lord, I have at once to submit,
| that the prisoner having been called on to plead
{agzainst a charge of murder which no one saw
him comuit, and which cven cannot be proved
to have befn committed :.t all—for the case for
 the prosecution has just closed, without either
attempt at such proot” having been made—"

“ My lord,” interrupted a little sharp-faced
aentleman, hopping up from the seats assigned
to the prosecuting counsel—“ I beg Mr. A—
a—a—a—a’s pardon; but if he will have a
little paticnce, he may find much of his saga-
city anticipated; we have not formally closed
our case, my lord; and we paused a moment

unfeitered action of the legislutive powers of its in-
dependent Parlinment; so mucli so, that only a fow
years elapsed when the most evident proofs of an
unexsmpled recovery of political life and national
profperity were exhibited on all sides. The Qity of
Dublin alone, improved by noble public buildings,
thronged by native residents, and frequented by
i multitudes of forciguers, became the gayest and
! lappicst metropolis in Europe ; and, in itself, afford-
ed o striking example of the general prosperity of
the natien.  Who cun doubt that, if the Parlinment
were ngain restored, Dublin  would become  the
healthy centre of the resuscitated national life, and
that one of the crving evils of Ircland—ibsentecisin
~would findan effeetond enre 7 The country would
cre long vease to be diained ot its native genius, in-
tellect, and material resources.

The wonderful progress made by Ireland during
the sixteen years following 1782 is no mere figment
of rhetorical exaggeration, but a-fact xo well authen-
ticated that it is part and parcel of the history of
that time. The removal of the restrictions on trade,
and the moral elevation of the pepole created by the
generad feeling of nationhood, and the sense of
dignity arising therefrom, imparted a new spirit to
the entire country; so that the nation advanced
rapidly in wealth, aud all the acts of peace, industry,
and civilization. “There is not o nation on the
habitable globe” was the admission of Lord Clare in
1800, ¥ which has advauced in cultivation and com-
meree, in agriculture and manuiactures, with the
same rapidity in the sune period.” At a mecting of
the bankers and merchants of the City of Dublin,
held on 18th December, 1798, one of the resolutions
proposed by W, Digges Latouche was ax follows :

* Resolved—That since the renunciation of the
power of Great Bratain, in the year 1782, to legislate
for Ireland, the commerce and prosperity of this
Kingdom have emminently incrensed.”

Another publicmeeting of the Lord Mayor, Sherifly,
Commons, and citizens of Dublin, held on the preced-
ing day, passed the following resolution : ¢ Resolv-
cd unanimously, that by the spirited exertions of
the people and Parlinraent of this kingdom the trade
und constitution thereof were scttled on principles
50 liberal that the nation has risen ever since rapid-
ly in wealth and consequence.” A few years Before
this Grattan lad declared on the same subject:

only to consider a new piece of evidence—"

“ New cvidence,” said his lordship, with an
additional glow of red, visible even over his
always red fuce, and" his grey eyes sparkled
with satisfaction—*‘new cvidence? Go on
with it."”

The poor briefless young barrister sat down,
crest-fullen,  Jnmes Rafferty was called to the
witness-table, A strdnge-looking boy presented
himself,—one whom no one regarded with
pleasure or comfort. 1le was quite unknown
in the town or neighborhood, he said; a futher-
less and wnotherless beggar-boy; and he had
been making his wuay 1oto tho town by the
river-side, late lust night, when he heard angry
voices approaching him on the path; und beiny
only a poor bay, and no one at his side, he ran
and hid bimself behind some furze-bushes. A
young man and a young girl came up—he be-
lieved he ought to call her a young lady, from
her “fine speech.” She applied hurd names to
the young man; he did not remember all the
names—and what he subsequently beheld ter-
rified him so much, that it was no wonder he
should forget them ; but he did remember oune
of them ; the young girl called the young man
her ¢ desthroyer.”

( To be Continued.)

HOME RULE-VIIL

THE ERA OF INDEPENDENCE.

We have now passed in review an eventful period
of Ireland’s history. We have seen hier beaten to
the dust in the gloomy times of Willinm, and of
Anne. We lave Deheld ler bruised and bleeding,
but still occasionally holding up her head, in the
melancholy days of the Georginn epoch. We have
witnessed the various, but fitful straggles of her
patriots for their country’s deliverance from thral-
dom ; and we see her at last, in 1783, in full posscs-
siom, however temporary and evanescent, of those
glorious blessings of liberty, for which she long had
sighed, and sighed in vain. Liie Grattan, we may
say—although, of course, we use his honoured and
vencrated name in all humility—we have traced hier
progress from injuries te arms; from armstoliberty.
Would to henven that we could say, with him,
% Spirit of Swift! spirit of Molyneux! your genius
has prevailed!  Ireland is now a nation ; .and bowing
to her august presence I say Esto perpetun I

We have thus, however, been particular in tracing
through so many successive reigns, the generally
disheartening story, which has, indeed, littie to cheer
or encourage the literary student who seeks in the
perusal of Irish history, for the huppy career of a
nation from progress to progress. But there is still
u grand moral lesson to be learnt from all this: That
no matter what obstecles may arise ; no matter what
difficulties may be thrown in the way, either by
faint-hearted frieads, or by fulse-hearted foes; no
matter what opposition may he aroused in those who
only lubour the harder, all the more they feel power
slipping from their grasp; the resurrection of a
country from political depradation is always near at
hand whenever a spirit of unity beging to animate
the people, and the mutual symputhy of a universal
brotherhood draws and binds men togetherin a love
of homo and of their common country. This is the
one great impressive moval which the history of Tre-
land from 1688 to 1782 inculcates.

The Catholics soun began to feel the benefits of
independent native legislation; such a sure end
steady barometer of public opinion is the action of
Parlinment when under the direct and hnmedinte
influcnce of popular feeling. Difterent acts were
passed in their favour; but, unhappily, theold leaven
of Protestant ascendency still worked its evil way ;
and although the best friends of Fngland and Ire-
land, at both sides of the Channel, laboured haxd to
give that relief which they foresaw would Lave to be
granted sooner or later; still it was found too difficult
to break down all at once the odious supremacy;
the natural action of Parlinment was still fettered by
a hateful jenlousy which pt'cvvnfed the Catholics
from obtaining full relief hefore the unhappy vrebel-
lion was precipitated, which stopped all beneficial
measures for a long time, Moreover, it must not be
forgotten, thnt no sconer had the Irigh Parliament
been declared indepcndent of the English Legisla-
ture, than it Lecame evident thatsucl: independence
was but a mockery so long as the Parlinment ifsell
wns unreformed. Indeed, the necessity of reform
Lecame only the more glaringly evident on this
account. Of the 300 members who composed the
Trish Housc of Commons, niore than a third were
plucemen and pensieners of the Government, The
ery of Parliamentary Reforim had already Lieen raised
in England ; it found more than a responsive ccho
in Ircland. Tlere was no real representation of the
people; no representation of the actual property of
the country : « great number of the members were
the mere nominees of private individuals. Several
of the constituences did not nwmber n dozen voters,
and according to o statement made by Gratten, it
would appenr that about forty individnals returned a
large majority of the House of Commons.

But, nevertheless, it was felt to be an frish Parlin.
ment, influenced more or less by popular sympathics ;
and it is extraordinary how soon the country af large
began to experience the advantages it had anticipat-

.un unknown person, and was delivered into his

ed from the cnjoyment of free trade, and from the

#The country is rising in prosperity.  We prevailed.
We on this side of the House, with the assistanee of
the people, got for the country a free trade and o

free constitution.  The consequence of our victory

was that the country, free from restrictions, shot

forth in prosperity and industrygnot by the virtue

of her present Ministers, but by lier native vigour”
And when the project of Union was under discussion,

Foster, the Speaker of the House of Commons, in

Lis specch in Committee, on the 17th February, 1800,

gaid : ¢ Can those who now hear me deny that, since

the period of 1782, Ircland has risen in civilization,

in wealth, and in manfactures, in a greater propor-

tion, and with a more rapid progiess, than any other

country of Europe.” -

There was also o meeting of the Catholic hody

held at the Boyal Exchange, Dublin, on 13thef

Junuary, 1800, to declare against the Union.  Their

testimony ks valualde as a proof of the vebound made

by the nation afterthe auspicious settlement of '§2,

whilst their apprehensions of the evils to follow from

the treachierous overthrow of that solemm interna-

tionul compact have proved, alas! too truly, the

accuracy of thewr forebodings, This mecting is also

gpecinlly memoralle for the cirenmstance that it was

the immudiate occasion of the first public appearance

of O'Connell, who had been called to the bar in 1798,

Hix speech on that oceasion, and the resolutions

prepired and proposed by him, and mmanimously

wdopted, are the best vindication of the Roman Cath-

olics from the unfounded charge of having aqniesced

in or supported the Union for their own specinl

interests. It may be decmed desirable to put en

record hiere some of the resolutions there adopted :

 Resolved, that we are of opinion that the proposed

incorporate Union of the legislature of Great Dritain

and Treland is, in fact, an extinction of the liberty of
this country, which would be reduced to the alject
condition of a ceuntry surrendered to the Minister
and legislature of another country, to be bound by

their absolnte will, and taxed at their plensure by

laws, in the making of which this country wounld

have no efticient participation whatever”  Their

next resolution was: “7That we are of opinion that
the improvement of Ireland for the last twenty years,

so apid beyond example, is to be ascribed wholly to

the independency of our legislature, so gloriously

assurted in the year 1782, by virtue of our Parliament
co-operating with the gencrons recommendation of
our most gracious and benevolent sovercign, and

backed by the spirit of our people, and so solemnly

vatitied by both kingdoms as the only true and per-

manent foundation of Irish pyosperity und Dritish

connection.” And it was further resolved, “That

we are of opinion that if that independency should

ever be surrendered we must as readily relapse into

our former depression and misery, and that Ireland

must inevitubly lose, with her liberty, all that she

hasacquired in wealth, and industry, and civilisation”

The dreary history of the conncction for the last
seventy years affords a melancholy confirmation of
the foregoing statement, whilst the following resolu-
tion disproves the calumpy industriously circulnted
at the time, and unwisely re-echoed by Sir Jonah

Bamington, that the Catholic body supported the

Union for the promisc of Emancipation.  © Resolved,
that having heretofore determined not to come for-

ward any more in the distinet character of Catholics,

Lut tojconsider our claimsand our cause, not as those
of a seet, but as involvedin the gencral fate of our
country, we now think it right, notwithstanding such
determinntion, to publish the present resolutions, in
order to undeceive our fellow subjects who may have
bren led to believe, by a fulse representation, that we
are eapable of giving any concurrence whatsoever to
so foul and fatal a project; to assure them we are
incapable of sacrificing our common cotintry te either
pique or pretension ; and that we are of opinion that
this deadly attack upon the nation is the great call
of nature, of country, and posterity upon Irishmen
of all descriptions and pirsuasions, to every consti-
tutional and legal resistance ; and that we sacredly
pledge oursclves to persevere in obedience to that
call as long ax we have life.”  Such an cxpression of
true patrictinm deserves to be recorded, and we trust
that this vindication of u maligned bedy will Le
accepted as our apology for trespassing at such length
with these quotations, It should be borne in mind,
too, that, whilst the Catholics withheld the covcted
sanction of their approval of the Union, the Minister
who carried the iniquitous measure ostentutivusly
beld out hopes of relief, as part of {he promised
blessings of his scheme, which The subsequentiy
iguored, when the time came for fulfilment. Pitt
may have been o “heaven-born  Minister ? for Tng-
land, but he could not possibly have been a more
diabolical cnemay to Ireland if his origin had risen
from a very much Jower source.

—Catholic Opinion. Hiperyicos,

IRISE INTELLIGENCE.

On Sunday the following circular from his Tmin-
ence the Cardinal Archbishop of Dublin, to the
Catholic clergy, sccular and regular, of Dublin, was
read in all the churclics and chapels :—

Very Rev. Bawraren.—Allow me to call attention
to o serious abuse of which instances are somcetimes
witnessed in this city. I refer to the practice of
holding wukes in private Louses and rooms, fre-
quently the residence of whole families, over the
lifeless corpse of a friend or relative ihatnny have
fallen & victime to a virulent or contagious disease,
Well-meaning but unreflecting persons cling to this

custom, thinking that they lLonour the dead by

keeping their remains unburied for days and nights,
but forgetting that by doing so they may spread
contagion through the city, and be the cnuse of
sickness or death to themselves, their friends, or to
other citizens, Unhappily those who asscmble at
wakes oftentimes forget altogether the respect due
to the dead, and instead of praying for the souls of
the faithful departed, or meditating upon death and
the ancertainty of human life, devote themselves to
cliamoreus and improper anusenients, or convert the
chamber of denth into a place for rioting and
drunfenness. '

At the present moment small-pox and typhoid
fever arefery general in this eity, and cholera may
bie uppronching.  In such direnmnstances it is ot the
greutest importance that nothing should be done to
spread the contagion, or to increase the rmviges of
those dreadful encies of human life, You will
therefore be pleased to point out to your flocks the
dangers of holding wakes at present, and the great
respunsibility they incur by exposing themselves,
their families, and friends to the risk of contracting
terrible diseases and losing their lives, The faith-
ful Catholics of this city will not fail to listen with
respect to your admonitions, und te abandon, wher-
ever it prevails, o practice so dangerous in itself,and
so often necompanied with disgraceful and sinful
abuses,  Whilst speaking of this matter it will be
well to add some words of exlortation to the
humbler classes to attend to cleanliness in their
houses and their persons, and to remove from their
dwellings evervthing calenlated to poison the air
they Dreathe, and to infeet themselves and their
families with sickness of the most fatal kind,  You
will also be pleased to cantion your flocks against
excess in drinking, a custom calenlated to break
down und weaken the hanien frame to such an ex-
tent as to render it unable to struggle against any
virulent disease with which it may be assailed.
Unhappily this vice of drunkenness is very common
amongst us, anrd It becvites more common at
Chiristmas—the most holy stason of the year—when
we should be all inspired with sentiments of thank-
fulnes® to God for having sent His divine Son to
redeem us from ihe ~luvery of hell—and be finmly
determined to show our love of our Redeemer by
avoiding siu and all its occasions. Drunkennesk is
to a great extent the oceasion of the crimes which
sometimes occur in this city, generally so religious
and observant of human and divine law, and it is
also a frightful source of the distress and misery, of
which such frightful scenes ave witnessed in our
streets.

Undoubtedly, were it not for the excessive use of
intoxicating liquors, and for the prevalence of
drunkenness, Dublin, excelling as it does in works
of religion and charity, would by one of the most
prosperous and flourishing cities of Lurope. How
sad that a wicked and ruingus habit should fill this
great city witl rags and destitution, and expose us
to the scoffs and reproaches of our enemics.  Spare,
therefore, Rev. Brethren, no exertions to cheek the

growth of a bancful and destructive vice. Preach
acainst it in season and out of seuson, Show the

faithful how it destroys reason, and reduces man to
the level of & brute ; how it Is fyfurions to lLiealth;
how it undermines the constitution; and above all,
how it offends Ged, and merits His severest punish-
ment, Pointout to them that as expericnce shows
us that thie drunkard is degrded on earth, nnd  falls
into every sort of iniquity, so faith teaches us that
if he die without satisfying the offended God by
sincere penance, his punishiment for having indulged
his perverse appetites on earth, will be to sutfer for
ever & devouring thirst with the veprobate in the
regions of viernal woe—Wishing you and your faith-
ful flock every grace and Dblessing, T remain your
fuithful servant, )
t Pacn Canp,, CrLigy,

Dublin, 15th Dec., 1871.

Rewwaoy of A Mixor.—~1he Lord Chancelior of Tre-
land has just decided another cnse, in which the
religion of a minor was the point at issue. The
father, William Peter Garnett, wag n Protestant, and
the mother had become a Catholie since her marriage.
Since the father’s death the mother had removed the
child from n Protestant to a Catholie school,and one
of the guardians applied to the Court for the custody
of the child, in order that he might be brought up a
Protestant. Lord O'Hagan, having reserved judg-
ment for a considerable time, now decides that the
case is an exceptional one, and that the rule that
the religion of the child ig that of Lis father does
not apply, Itappeared that the father had been
twice married ; that his firkt wife hnd been a Catholic,
and that he had perntted all the children of that
marringe to be eduncated as Catholics. Also, that
until this child was cight or nine years old, he in no
wity interfered with his religions bringing up, allow-
ing him to be taken regulinly to a Catholic churely,
although warned that the consequences would Dbe
that he would grow up a Catholic, e had, more-
over, substituted his Catholic wife as & guardian in
the plice of u Protestant brother of his own; and
finally, the Lord Chancellor had examined the child,
wlio is now 13, and found him remarkably well in-
structed in the Catholic religion, and desirous of
being educated as o Catholic. Tt is clear that the
father had, with hig eyes open to the consequences,
ullowed the child to be brought up as a Catholic,
and there could be no reasonable ground for inter-
fering with convictions which were nlready formed.

Tug Sstat Pox.—This terrible disease is on the
increase.  Dr. Rohert Mayne, one of the medical
officers to the County Dullin Inficmury, has fallen a
victim. He was only 28 years of age, and is deoply
regretted.

VasT Eaacnariox.—From May, 1851, to July, 1871,
2,069,409 people emigrated froin Ireland.

Isenrasep.—The deposits in the saving banks of
Ireland. Opinions difter as to whether this is to be
regarded as o favorable indication of prosperity or
not,  Some say if Irelamd were prospering in
materiil industry o much capitel would not he
Iying idle, but would Le used in promoting the in-
terests of the people of Ireland instead of Leing used
by the capitalists of Iingland, as it really is.  On the
other hand, it is claimed that these are the surplus
funds held as » reserve agninst the “ rainy day” for
whicli the wise and prevident prepare,

Axovien Yearvor Ingnasn—As the dying yean
witle all its sad remembrances and unfulfilled hopes
dies away, and the bright visions of the New Year
come befora us and as quickly pass away, shall no
thought, amid «all the brightness of the rew-horn
vear, be given to the Old Landacross the sea 7 Shall
present duties or the strnggles of the hour blot out
ull remembrances of that loved spot endenred to us
as home, roum where we will, fare as we may, Shall
prosperity Dlight poor Ireland in our memory as
wdversity has stricken her low?  Is onr misfortune
so great, or our distress so abject that the dear land
of our birth is targotten when the New Year calls
for negw thoughts, ardent hopes and firm resolves.
We cannot cease to think of Iteland-—she is our
liome.  She is ever buforg the world's historian—so
she comes before us in another yenr,  What has
1872 for Ireland?  Another yenr hus opened on Tre-
land’s lListory, and what will it bring forth ?  Will
this yenr pluce her on the borders of the promised
land of Tndependence, or will its events, in their re-
sults, but tend towards lier politienl degradation?
Will prosperty attend her?  Will Home Rule Dbe
advanced or aceured ? Will the educatiomm] demands
hie recognized and acceduedto? These and o thousand
kindred thonght i1l us with concern, and c¢ause us
to view Ireland’s prospects for the coming year as
hopeful.  Thoughtful minds in Ireland ave now
dovoted to the consideration of a redruss of those
griovances for which the national spirit hus striven
in o form more in necordance with the enthusinstic,
natures of the sons of thatlong oppressed land, The
belligerent, and indeed we may in this connection

also sadly add, the discordant clement, though stin)
existing, hus ceased. to manifest itselt in the may.
ner alarming alike to the best lovers of the land and
destructive of its DLest interests while retarding jtg
political advancement, and checking the - futerngg
development of those resources by which a coltatry
alone begomes truly great, Irelaud is now deeply
agitated, and this year will, at its close, present to yg
her claims for justice further advanced towaygg
altimate concession thau perhaps the most ardent
advecate now hopes for,  The National spiriy
now lives as ever, but more unitedly than cver, saye
in the time ofilcpeal, though the forces are ap-
parently not so it may be climed. The  pregon
agitation isof two-fold chavacter; that of the poli-
ticans, using this word in its better sense, for Home
Rule and of the llierarchy for Lducstion. Thegu
are the lenders of the forces, and the people g
unitudly seconding the efforts being made in beha)y
of political govermnent and of seligious cducatipn
There is ny discord, distrust, or dissensions hct\veu];
the Tome Hulers and the Bducationalists, 7y,
mpidity with which Home Lule principles Ly,
spread bring to mind the duys of Repeal and Q-Qop,
nell, and is evidence of the devotion of the People
to the claim made,in their behalf by the carneg
patriots advocating her cause, while the mmnimi(y
aud enthusinsny with which the people have respond.
ed to the cull of their Bishops, is testimony thyy
Education for Ireland, in acvordance with th,
history and religion of the conntry is the demang
of her pecople,  Let Home Bule be secired and Edy.
cationa] rights are achieved.  With Denominationg)
Education allowed, Home Iinle cannot be denjed
Thus of Trelands prosperity, regurded politically.
there are hopeful tokens, and by the industry of Ly
sons and the enactment of wise and fostering  lawg
for the development of her agricnltural, mining ang
fishing interests, we may becheered with the tliuught
that our new vear will be & Lappy one for Ivcland.—
LPhiladelplice Catioliv Stundard.

Captain French has been nominated as the Con.
servative enndidate for Parlinment, in opposition tg
Captain Nolan, whom the clergy and the people of
Galway, have endorsed,  French is put forward in
the landlord interests, and to punish Nolau for hig
aspimtions, Our readers will remember Captain
Nolan as the landlord who, on learning that som.
of his tenants had becu dispossessed or evicted iy
his name but without lix knowledge, referred the
matter to arbitration, in which the tenants were re.
presented,  The decision that these tenants should
be reinstated was abided by on the part of Captain
Nolan, and all Treland rang with praises of him as a
just landlord, of the kimd that the tenants desired to
have even under the provision of the present Land
3. The contest, therefore, will be between these
two conllicting ¢lements, but we have faith in the
men of Galway that the honor of that noble county
will not sufier in the coming canvass, and that
Capt. Nolau will be returned as the next “man for
Galwuy”

Tir Oraxee Associarions. The cause of denomin.
ational edvention has received an unexpeeted impe-
tus.  The # Orange Association permanent disturber
of the peace of Ircland—has resolved that Catholies
shall not be permitted to elucate their ehildren Dt .
a5 the Axsociation shall dictate. The Rev, Hugh
Hanna says 15,000 Irish rotustants will take cave
of that., Brother Thompson naively said % the Pro-
testants of Ireland would insist, “not only on their
own rights) but that in any education given to the
Catliolics of Ireland the Word of God (authorized
version of course) shounld be the basis”

A portrit of O'Connell, by Mr. Catterson Smith
has been placed in the Waterford City Hall. The
figure is life-size, standing, fronting, as it were, an
audience; the dress plain walking attire, frack C:).'ll
buttoned to the centre of the waistcont, the fur \'csé
st emerging to sight, with dark trousers, cte. At
his right is a small escrutoire, bearing a closed book
over which is an open scroll. On this scroll his
right hand rests, and to it He points with his left,
which crosses in that direction by his breast, The
cloak lies upon a hiandsome chair to the left, o picee
of the Ulue silk Hning being skilfully ruwaie(l. and
in the back ground appears, with very stiftking ef-
feet, a column partiudly shrouded with o fine green
curtain, The ground is covered with a crimson
carpet, and raised upon the centre of the frame, at
the foot, ig the following inscription : '
“O'Connell.”
By subscription
From Irishmen ut ome and abrond ;
Solivited by
Ald. Cornelius Redmond, Mayor, 1869,
Presented to the City of Waterford.
Conncil, 1871.
Thie portrait represents O'Conncll as he appearcd
about 1832, when, in the full vigor of health and
intellect, und after his memorable trivmph of Eman-
cipation, he appeared at the hewd of the Irish nation
the great moral foree clampion of the age.  Men of
every religion, men of all classes; in America and
Australing as well s in Treland, cheerfully gave
their subscriptions towards the fund, o that we may
look on the picture as almost a national memorial
to O'Connell, 'The trame, nine fict by five, is carved
in wood, by Hawkins Bros., of Dublin,

Inisg Stvpamiy FoR TuE PrincE oF Warps.—In
1o purt of Her Majesty’s Dominions was the sympathy
for the Prince of Wales, during Lis recent illness
more marked than in Ireland. From recent nume-
bers of the Dublin Erening Mad we tuke the follow-
ing report of asneeting of the Home Government
Asgocintion :~—

# A mecting of the Home Government Association
wus held yesterday afternoon,at the Antient Concert
Tooms.

% Alr, R. P. Blennerhasset occupicd the chair.

“Antong those present were—Isane Butt, Q, (.
M.P.; Rev. J. A, Galbraith, M.AF.T.C1 5 Sarcus
Keane, J. I'.; Alfred Webh, ticorge T. Macurtney.
D.L.; Rev, Thaddeus O'Malley, Alderman (h'c"'g,
John . Blunden, barrister; John Tew z\rmstw;g'
Henry O'Neill, George Austin, T.C.; W, ]{cn.ting’
Clay, solicitor; Jas. Reilly, A, J, Kettle, Joseph Begg
It Blennerhasset, Luke J.O'Shen, .25 T, L. Scullan,
solicitor; W. Foster Vesey Fitzgerald J. D.: P.J"
Swyth, M.P.; — Burke, solicilor; J ereminh A.
O’Donovan, &e.

Mr. Alfred Webl (Assistant Hon. Secrctaryy read
the minutes of the previous mecting, whicl were
contirined,

“ Mr. Butt, on rising, was received with applause,
He said—Alr. Chairman, before tlie association go
into any business, 1 rise ta submit to you a resolu-
tion which, I DLelieve, every onme lere will think
ought to be passed under the circumstances in which
we meet. Tt is—¢ That this associution, in conse-
quence of the intelligenee as to the illness of the
Prince of Wales, should adjoury” (applause.) Iknow
that this resolution is auticipated (hear, hear) by
some ho are here, and by many who are absent.—
It was thought that we might have inserted an
advertisement in the papers, postponing the meeti ng,
but that must Le done on the responsibility of one
oriwe, andit wonld be frvegnlar.  And althougl some
of s have coma here, perhups, atinconvenience, I am
not sorry that we have, the more particularly as it /
gives us an opportunity of testifying our respect and
sympathy for theRoyal Family in the grief that has
befallen them. We would very ill represent the -
chivalrous and generous Irish nation, if we did not
sympathize with the sorrow of o mother aver her
son’s sick bed, und with the anguish of n wife wit-
nessing the sufferings of her husband, It is an occa-
sion on which ljttle can e suid. T lelieve that
muany & mother’s heart and many an Irish wife will
offerup prayers to-night to God that the Royal
sufferers may be afforded consolation where alone it
con be found, under sufferings which place the Roynl

~_

sufferer ona level with common humanity, I am



