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THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.
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the need in the parish where he is appointed to

[}
gerve.
The Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol second-
ol the motion, which was agreed to, alter a
Drief discussion.

- WHY WE ARE CHURCHMENXN.

(A Farewell Sermon to the Diocese of Qu’ Appelle
by the Hon. and Right Rev, Dr. Anson,

=« 3e ready always to give an answer toevery
man that asketh aveason for the hope that is in
in you.”"—1 Peter iit. 13.

< Thus saith the Tord, Stand ye in the ways
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
wood way, and walk therein, and ye shall find
Test for your souls.”’—Jer. vi 16,

(CONTINUED,)

© 2. But inaddition to this fundamental reason,
(here are many others,  We may say that we
are Churchimen beeause by her continual repe-
tition of the Creed in al} her acts of public wor-
<hip, and by her round of fast and festival com-
memorative of all the events of the Saviours
lite on carth, our Church witnesses to and for
wihe faith once delivered to the suints,” aicl
maintains a pledye for the continnance of that fuith
i all members of the body, in 1 manner impos-
sible for long amongst those who have discon-
tinued these Catholie usages. True, the spirit
of thut which they inherited from their fore-
fathers may long survive, and where they arc
hrought into close contact with the old Chureh,
a larre measure of that Church's teaching over-
fows its borders, and Christmas, Good  Friday,
[aster,; Whitsunday, with all the glorious truths
that ench severally commemorates ave ac
knowledged and kept in remembrance, even
though such celebrations of times and scasons
are nominally repudiated.

3. Onee more, the Church while muintaining,
with the utmost strictness, the necessary Ar-
ticlos of the Catholie Faith, is really more broad
and comprehensive than any other body of Chris-
tdns,

1t ix often, indecd, alloged that the Church—
at Teast those who maintain what are undoubt-
wlly Lier true principles, and speak boldly ot
the sin of those who separate from unity—is
narrow, higoted. But this is altogether 2 mis-
apprehension of tevms.  The question really ix,
“ Are the terms of Communion that she requires
marrow ?7 4 Was there any sufticient cause to
prevent those who separated from her joining in
her worship 2" It ds absurd, it is utterly mis-
lending (as it would be at once recognized to be
in any other society, say, e.g., the Free Masons
or the Foresters) for those who refuse to con-
tinue in the membership of a society to which
they originally belonged and Lreak off from it,
and endeavour to form another socicty with
similar objects, to charge the members of the
original society with narrowness and bigotry if
they do not acknowledge those who have volun-
tarily gone out from them as still parts of the
same society, and their officers as having the
pusition of officers in the old society. Surely
the answer would be evidentin the case of uny
other society, ** [t is you, not we, who are nur-
row-minded, beeause on account of something
you deemed necessary you refused to continue
with 12,”  Men often speak in this matter as
though all religious bodies had a common origin
in the days of the Apostles, had, therefore, un
equadly valid commission, and were, therefore,
like “difterent regiments in an army,” as it js
somelimes said, instead of having broken off at
various times from the One Body which was
originally constituted, and, therefore, being
more in the position of mutineers, with selt-
constituted leaders, from the one army. And
as regards the wideness of the terms on whick

any onc may be a member of this body, we may
fearlessly ask “ Where is the religious body that
calls itself a Church that requires, as our Cliurch
does, nothing more as the terms of full Com-
munion with it than the confession of the
Catholic TFaith in the objective terms of the
Crecid 7" It must be rememberved that while
the Churchimposes the aceeptanve of the Thirty-
nine Articles as the stundards for the teaching
of her clergy, these are in no way imposed upon
the laity,

1t iy, indeed, not infrequently brought as «
reproach to our Church that she is patient of
such wide difference of ritual observance, and
that she ean tolerate even in her ministers men
of such widely different views v doctrinal sub-

jeets, as, ez, Simeon, the wreat feader of the

Evangelicals, Dr. Puwy, unl  Frederick
Maurice.  But if these men all held firmly, as

they did, the fundamental Articles of the Faith
as embodied in the Creeds, and only differed on
comparatively minor points, points that have
never heen dotermined anthoritatively hy the
voice of the undivided Chureh, i it not an
honor pather than a reproach that the Church
should acknowledee them?  Scetavianism is
essentinlly nirrow and exelusive,  Catholicism
is essentially broad and inelusive, defining ounly
what is neeessary for the maintenance of the
*Laith once deliverad to the saints”

4 Again, the Chureh offers o dignified and
roverent and reasopable Formeof pblie Worship,
Worship and instruetion are two entirely dis-
tinct things, though they are too commonly
coufused. Warship, as worship pure and simple,
is almost entirely lost sight of in badies
separated from  the Chureh, whose members
meet together for muatud edification and in-
struction, but reareely for worship,  Worship,
strietly speaking, has nothing to do with the
improvement or the benetit of the worshipper,
Tt 1s simply the offering to the God of heaven
of acts of common and united prayer and praise,
and thanksgiving; and it is most perfeet as the
worshipper iz most forgetful of selffand abzorbed
in the adoration of God,  But fur acts ol united
prayer, furms are a3 necessury as for acts of
united praise. And the forms used in our wor-
ship have been sanetitied by the ase of faithful
worshippers for many centuries, in some cises
ahmost from the beginning of the Church.

5. Once more, and lastly, this Chureh of ours,
Catholie and yet Protestant (foritis an entire
nistake to suppose that these terms are in any
way anfagonistic or opposed,  The term Pro-
testant strictly i3 oppoxed to that which is
merely Roman and not Catholic), (fatholie, for
she i that tivst awd casentially, it is the namc
of honor by which the old true Chareh was ever
distinguished in ancient times from all that was
merely local, novel, sehismalic, or false, it i3 the
name by which we still profess our allegiance
to the Chureh in all our Creeds and prayers,
Catholic, as holding whole and wndetiled the
Cutholic Faith once delivered to the saints, and
abiding in the Catholic Unity of the One Body
founded by Christ on Ilis  Apostles and
Prophets, and possessing the heritage of a suc-
cession of ministry deriving its commission in
unbroken continuity from Christ Himself. Pro-
testant, as protesting arainstall the additions to
the Faith whereby the Church of Rome has de-
parted from that which is truly Catholie—offers
the chief hope for the reunion of divided Chrisien-
dom. As a great ultramontane Frenchman (an
ardent adherent of the most advanced claims of
the Romun Church), Countde Maistre, long igo
said: By her historic continuity on the one side
she can stretels forth a hand to the old historic
Churches of Cathnlie Christendom, while on the
other hand, by her purity and simplicity of doc-
trine, she can touch those who e furthest re-
moved from those Churches, and may in the
end, when men begin to be wearied as there are
many signs that they are beginning to he

wearied, of the strife and contentions among
Christians, and ashamed, as in time they must

be ashamed, that they who are brethrem in
Christ cannot kneel together and partake of the
ono blessed Suerament of our Redemption
together—be the means, in God's hands, of deaw-
ing these separated members of (he one true
Body ot Christ together, so that there may ho
onee again, as there wis in the beginning, ono
Lord, one Faith, one teae fellowship ot Chris-
tan people,

Such, brethren, ave the reasoms which yon
should have for the hapo that is in you tor heing
what you are—hurehmen, )

Prize the privileges that yon have. Tot
others see and know that you really Delieve
that we have that inour Chweeh which in all
its fulness eannot, 1 hesitate nolt to say, be
found  elsewhore.  Be ready always, boldly
(and it does sometimes require moral ('()lll‘.‘lg(‘.),
and elearly (and it requires a Jittle care and
study to do so intelfigently), (o (ell men that
you are a Churchiman, not by mere chanee, but
by vonriction, beeause it is * the ofd path” and
“the good ray” of God's appointment, where
you do indeed “find rest for your souls.” Rest,
beeanse in her Communion you have cortainty ;
certainty that you ave in the Commuuion which
Christ founded, and of which Ile said, * The
ates of hell shall not prevail against i3 eer
tainty that you have “ the Faith oncedoliversd
to the suints)" whole and nndeliled 5 certainty
that you have valid Sacraments administered
aceording to the Odinanee of Christ ; certainty
that you “abide,” as did the carly Christians,
“in the Apostle's doctrine and - fellowship, ad
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayees.”
Show, then, that you value the privileges that
you have, by speaking up for your Chured i
ever she is asvailed or misrepresented, by your
self-denying offerings fur her supportin wll ways
that those offerings are needed, by your active
labors of love on her hehalll, in whatever way
you have gifts to help her, hut above all com-
pass her with your earnest, faithful, interees-
sory prayer, for the faithtul  peayer of the
righteous man availeth nneh.”

“ Christ,” we are told, “loved the Chareh)”
not merely individual souls, but “the Charel,
aml gave imsolf for i, and assuredly all who
have His mind must, therefore, also love thal
Cliareh, and in their measare, and aceording (o
{heir several powers and opportunitivs, giee
themselres” for her,

Brethren, beloved in the T Tonow com-
nientd you to God and to the power of Iis grace.
May e make the Churel of this Dioeess
abundantly fraitful in every good ward wid
work.  May heestablish, strengthen, sottlo you,
and make you that ye may abonmd inoull that
shall Iving gelory to 1is holy Name, that so ye,
ton, in your own sonds) and inall thad pertainy
to vou, may receive abnndantly the blessing
given to the loved of Gl

Tne Bishop of Chesteryin a letler (o the
elergy of his diovese with regard (o Confirma-
tions says, while none should he presonted, who
are oo young to understand the nuture of the
ordinance, it should he remembered that Con-
firmution is « means of preventing grace, and
he commends to their conrideration what George
Ierhert says in “ The Country Parson,” aliout
the age of admission to Holy Communion:
“Phe time for oue’s first recelving is not xo
much by years as by understanding; particu-
Jurly the rule may be this—when anyome can
distinguish the stcramental  from  common
bread, knowing the institution and the differ-
ence, he onght Lo reeeive, of whal age soever;
¢hildren and youths are wsually deferred too
Jong under pretence of devotion to the sueru-
ment, but it is for want of instrnction, their
anderstandings being ripe enough for all ill
things, and why not for better?”  Iis lord-
ship also suggests that the girly should be
simply dressed, und that their caps or veils
shonld be without {rilling,



