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want of rain, but by, the ceafing of many
rivers to flow into it, whofe fources were
dried vp. I rode acrofs the. mouths of fe.
veral perfeétly dry, which I had often be-
forc paffed in boats. ‘The fith no longer
experiencing thisrefrefiment, neceflary as

-itwould feem to their exiltence, fickened

bad

I

“what we are not; and .expofes us ina
p‘c_c\ghar manner o the
- of flateery, which‘likc mufic,

and perifhed 2s-in a corrupted clement.
’

»

A E]’ay on F[éiteirj. \

If any thing ﬁhilar to what I have a.

bove defcribed bas been notited in other
‘parts of the world, I thould be happy by -
-2 comparifon” of the attendant circum--

ftances, to invelligate, and afcertain the

- true caufes of fo extraordinary an cfe

fe&t,

AN ESSAY20N FLATTERY.

—Honey'd affent,

How pleafant art thou to the taite of man

Fae

_____ 1

And svoman alfo ! Flattery dire@ .
Rarely difgofts. They little know mankind
.Who doubt its operation : 'tis the key

That opes the wicket of the human heart,

/

S

LATTERY is a vice equally hateful
= Jn its nature, and dangerous in its

‘confequences. Its lurking poifon is ex-

tremely difficult to be avoided, as it wears
the fpecious maflk of friendthip, and its
hurtful approaches are feconded and faci-°
litated by aur infatiate defire of praife,
which 1§ fo great, that we'(eldom confider
whether we are praife-werthy or no.
Pride, that, univerfal jpaffich which firft> -

‘_B:ougﬁt dézth into

the world, and alt
our woe,’ ’ s

‘ And which, in its different degrees, pof-

fefles the .prince and. the peafant ;- makes
us-flatter ourfelves, inflames our imagina-
tions with a. ftrong inclination to appear .

pleafing attempts -

. ——* Sq foftens and difarms.the mind,’

That pot one arrow can refifande find."
404 irrow :

‘The man, who takes Perfius's-advice, will

" readily difcover-the deception, and confe-

“quently. hayve it in his power to ¢fcape it

. He fays, |

‘thofe who liften to the fyren fattery, ‘who

-~
‘

Ve guicguarFapulo bibalas- donaveris aures, 5
: Rejpice quod non es. "4 ver

Sat. 4. ver. 50,
His caution is.very juft and pertinent to:

(if.they do not. take it) " wiil perhaps, en-:

‘tice them on to ruini; and equally oppo-

fite” is the admonition. he_gzives' them,

" 7éfpice quod mon s, * reje€t what . thois. art
c-net 7 that s, forvey. thyfelf,” and reje@
;hat praife-which ' is “buiit upon qualities;

"Douvcras, A& IIL. Scene ult.

thou doft*not poffefs, The fatal effeésof
flatrery have been too often felt by prin-~
ces, whofe natural ambition, fomented by
the panegyrics profofely lavithed upon
their pretended  virtues by fawning fyco-
phants, has frequently led them blindly on.
to enterprifes replete with diitruétion, and
then,” by dreadful experience, they have
feen their error, which by a prudent exa-
mination of their own hearts might have:

‘been avoided. Examplcs of modefty are

rare in exalied Rations, where they are
found they give a peculiar luftre to real
merit, and from fuch a charaéter, flattery
will ever meet with deferved deteftarion.
An inflance of the truth of this obferva.
tion is recorded by Huntipgton, of King
Canute (juflly fiyled) the Great, 'a prince

- "equally confpicuous for his juflice, picty,

moderation and courage. ¢ Onc- day

. while he walked on. the fea fhore, accom--
“panied by his courtiers, who offered the
- groflelt incenfe of adulation, and even

campared his power to that of the Deity,’
he ordered a chair:to be placed upon the
heacly ‘while the tide; was making, and’
fitting down commanded the fea to retive ;|
but being in 2 litle time furrounded'with
water,  he rofe up and chid his flatterers

_for hiaving .beflowed upon him' thofe €n-

comiums which weré due-to God alone,” . .
- Herod and. Nebuékadnezzar, in the fa.

. cred writings;~furnifh us with awful in..
" ftances of the dreadful effedls of indulying:
- the Jove ‘of flattery, and exalting them-

felves ;. and ought te warn princes (what-
ever atchievemznts they. may perform,and

- however high they may rife in thé opini.
- ong-of their fubjeéls) to remember, that jt
-+ is. through- ths will and power of the Al.-

righty .they are viflorious ; and thatjhe

A )



