
~Spiculauions on T-'getabes.

ýThiS clrniàc, -of Lien*:cus, is conformable
ta the do4lripes of Aritiotit, Pliny, Jurigi-
iie, and others s But ron cft reat
rtien hayo pr.oducCd rufficient, evidence, ta
('apppeicthe negative charaflcriffics, if 1
imiy fo'ckprt(s myfcif, on whitb thcthree
&igdoms of nature are herc eftablilhed.
'Ihat a gradation (ubiuR, ln the (cale cf
beings, is clcarly manifefi ; but the lîigh.
er advances wc rnale in phyical, lcnaN-
Icdec, the nearer wvill the degrces bc (ten
te approach tach cUer. And ht is no ve-
l'y CXrvan onjcCture ta (tippore, that,
in forât future pcriod, perccptiivhy rnay bc.
ciifcovtrcd ta txiend, cvcn beyond the li.
1 its now aff,,gn.d te vegetablt lile. Cô-
rallincs,.rnadre-porcs, millepores, and (pun-
Ss wvere forrne:lyconidcrcd as fori bc-
dits .But thc expcriments of Count Mar-
figli evinced, that tlîcy arc enducd with
lifc, and led him to clats them wvith the
rnasitine plants. Andi the oblervations of
Ellis, J ,uTicu and Peyfoncl, have fOncc rai-
fia *i tem" ta tli rank of an imnas. The
dtctcjo1I of ercrr in lonjý itabliflicd opi-
niarIb concerning one branch 'of miural
Itnowledge, 3'ufluifis tilt fuifpii of ins
Ie:iflencc in others. %vhich are nentrly alli-

dt -.: And ht %,ill appcar,from tht pro-
fcution of our enquiry it the infline1s,
(pontarieity., and felf moving pow.crcf ve-
getablesi thàt the Cufpicion is net %vithout
tournd âtion -

1'1. Inftinà iS'a propenfiiy, or move-
nient ta ek, %viihour deliberation, whiar is
agretcabie to the parti ctita r nature, a1u attcd
6iyit ; andý ta avoeit what ib. incongrucus
,or hurifut. -l i! a pruaical power, %hich
requires no previbus knovledge or cipç-ý
Ilictice and wtiich purfuca, a prefent or
:futurt; gaod, msithout any definite ideas or
fortl&ht andi aften, *wiclh very faint de-

~r.a t c~(iounes.Ttie talC.w.henit
frf conesinto the %'%orld, appliez; ta Ulic

~t L .OWuttnlyignorant of tht
uftý,: o'r nutriiiopI qualiy 'Of. the ,rtilk,

~p4 ~oikçjunt1y, iîh n view 1  er to'
<enfuaÏtil gratificàtionýorfCupport -Andtl ch
_ducklirig, wtuiclî las jicen hatched undcr a

le atadiàft2nce freirt waWc, dife:overs -à
coiant rflehÇ andi, irnpatiec c and

s bfcývéc[, to praelife ait the mnotions--cf.
fvsmtncbough .a fltratigtr ta ts future'

de î ignitîo at6 C tht ciement-, fiur whith
ats -Cily eue andi*e li&cr arc

tcrait %'Vth elquâl engrgy, pan the vôgcrable
trt, .fedcoflt3iflsl germ, or plant

aîn nnîituri;, nd.a r'adiceor littie root,-
à14n~' by. nature ta fuPply t W'itla net>.-

ru enu~if; thdý (et be. fo n. n an..
3)vNrredti Pol tioni, i111 .ach, part purfucs -its

propu.d rtunn Tis ~lutuIa-tu tes Up-,
ýwrdy ard ch radic1 trikcs downNyard>

into the ground. A hop piano, turning
round at pole, follows the courre cf thq
fun, froem fouîh ta weft, and faon dicg,.
when forccd into an oppoflte Une of mo-,
tion sBut rcmovè 'tht obitacie, andi the
plant will quuickly rcturni ta its drdinary
paortion. The branches cf a honoy fucklc
thoot out longitudinaily, tili they becoma
unabletabcar theirciownwcight; andithen

Llrngtcn hemclva, y changing their,
fari into a rpira i When they inter with
c.htr living brancheès, of the Camne kind,
they caalcfcc for mutual fuppert, and anc
<piral turns ta tht 'riglit, andi thse ather ta
the left ithus fecking, by an inflinflive
irnpuiCc, (orne body on wvhich, to climnb,

-and increafing the probabitity of findins
one, hy the diverficy of thcir coturfe,: for
if the ýuiluiary branch bc doati, the ather
uniforrnly wvind- it(cit round, from thr,
iight ta îhtC2left.

' rhefe cxamples, of the nlindive oeco.
nomy o~f vegotables, have been purpofcly
taken"frQmW fubjeffi (ainiliar ta our 4aily
obfrvation. But. tit plants cf warmrne
clim-ates, %vere wc fufficientiy acquainted
wicthin, would probably furniih. becer
illuilraious of this, acknowltdgcd po\v.,r
of- amirrality ;and 1 thal bricfly rccitbr
the hiftory of a vcry curiaou6 exotic, %vhich
lias heen delivered to us [rom very good
authority;i a nd confirmed by the oblerva-
tions cf feveral European botanifli.

The dirn;ca murcipula is a nati-e cf
North Carolina. Its leaves art numerous,
incingob d downwirds, and placed

ia circul2r order . thcy arc 3ointed, and
fucculent i'-the upper joint confitIs of tvo
lobes, cach of ývhich lu teiri-oval in 4&.
form, with a imargin furnifhced witli ftifi
hairs ;which embrace each other, when
thýCy clofe front any iiritatian. . The fur-.
faccsof thefe lobes are coverecl %vith (mnail
reci gl&nds, wlîicl, probzibly, Cecrcte Corne.
fwvect tiquer, te mpting ta th* tafte, but
fatal ta Ulic lives - cf, i mîfetIs :for, the mev-
ïint the poor animal aliglits upon'tiiete
parts, tht two lobes rire up, .. rafp it for-.
Ciblvy, lotit tlie rows of fPines togetiier,
andi *queeze ii ta death . and, bell the
ilruggles for 'ife fhould difen&age t'li Ln-
fea, ýthus ,cntangicdt thrte ImalL [pineia

>are fixtd. amntgil thz. glands,. near t.hr
nliddecof cach lobe,.which effc!taaIy put:
a.neru4 te. a1tl ha efforts,, net do the lobus
op cnaàain, while 'thtc dead anmicon-
tinuës; tthpre.' Tht diq'tTOÙilo a its.fub-
ilance, thercefore Ii fuppofeti, by natura-.

tit te onlihur tc Prz of thtnurfrnn
,of, thic -plant. .But as thé, difcrimiriàtivc
powcr of inctina -is aèlways linittei,. andll
prCcucds -With a blind, unifbrrmity 'wtisn
p.ur inc exertion, the planitclofes alve
asý Çe~bif ftiimul4tzd b.y a,. lilay OÇ:


