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wunt ;. arimalia erefcunt; wivunt, et fgn:ihn't.
his climux; - of Linn:cus, is conformable
to the doQripes of Aritotle, }’liny,rjungi-
us, and others 5 But none of thefe great
men have produced (ufficient evidence, to
fupport the negative chara@eriftics, if I
may fo'exprefs myfelf, on which the'three
Ringdoms of nature are here cftablithed.,
‘That a gradation fulbfifts, in thic fcale of
beings, is clearly manifeft § but the high-
er advances we make .in phyfical know.
ledge, the nearer will thie degrees be feen
to approach cach other. And it is no ve.
ry extravagant conjefture to fuppofe, that,
in fome future period, perceptivity may be
difcovered to extend, even beyond the li.
oits now affignczd to vegetable life, Co-
railines,. madrspores, millepores, and fpun.-
ges were forme:ly confidered as foffil bo-
dies : But the experiments of Count Mar-
figli evinced, that they ate endued with
life, and led him tc clafs them with the
maritime plants.  And the obfervations of
Ellis, juflicv and Peyfonel, have fince rai-
fud them to the rink of animals. The
deteétion of errar, in long citablithed opi-
nions concerning one branch ‘of natural
knowledge, juftifies the (ufpicion of its
exiflence in others, which are nearly alli-
¢d toit: And it will appear, fromthe pro.
fecution of our enquiry into the inflinéls,
fpontaneity, and felf moving power of ve-

~getables, that the fufpicion is not withoug
foundation. . ,

. 1. Inflin&t is a propenfity, or move-
ment to (eek, withoue deliberation, what is
agrezable to the pasticular nature, aQuated

y-itj.and to avoid what iy incongruous
-of hurtful, “Itis a pra&ical power, which.
requires no .previous knowledge or expg-

-rience; and which purfues a prefentor

future good, without any definite ideas or

forefight : - and cften, with very faint de-
zgrees.ok confcionfnefs, Thecalf, when it
rit comics into the world, applies to-the

108 of the cow, utrerly ignorant of the

afle, o1 nutritiops quality, of the milk,

fenfual gratification, or fupport : And the
duckling, which has been hatched under a:

oaftant’ reftieflne(s and impatience ; and
defignathion,-and 1o.the clement, for which
., e T - L AN - . “
its “oily feathers; “and web:like feet, ‘are

formecl “1nfingts. analpgous  to thefe, o-
perate withiequal energy, pin the vegerabie

(hmen

confequently, with no-views, eitherto’

ien, at:a diftanse from waler, difcovers a

i obferved : to" praétife all the motionsof .
fwimming, though a flradger to its-future’

tribe, . A feed contains a germ, or plant .
in minidture, and ‘a’ radicle, or little root,”
incended by nature to fupply it with nos-
‘e i the: feed be fown:in an ia. .y
rred. pofition; . ftill each part purfues 7its”
properdircétion: . Theplumula tuins vp..
ffardy and the radicle ftrikes dawnward,
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into the ground. A hop plant, turning
round u pole, follows the courfe of thq
fun, from fouth to wef}, and foon dies,
when forced into an oppofite line of mo.
tion 1 But remove the obiftacle, and the
plant will quickly return to its ordinary’
pofition. The branches of a honey fuckle
fhoot out longitudinally, tilithey become .
unable to bear their own weight; and then
trengthen themfelves, By changing their.
form into a fpiral + When they meet with
other living branches, of the fame Kind,
they coalefce for mutual fupport, and one
fpiral turns to the right, and the other to

. theleft ; thus fecking, by an inflinétive

impulfe, fome body on which- to climb,

-and increafing the probability of finding

ons, by the diverfity of their courfe: for
if the auxiliary branch be dedd, the other
uniformly wiad- itfelf round, from the
right to the-left, .

‘Thefe examples, of the inflinélive oeco.
nomy of vegetables, have been purpofely
taken from fubjedts familiar to our daily
obfervation. But the plants of warmer
climates, were we {ufficiently acquainted
with them, would probably {urnifh beteer
illuitrations of this acknowledged powgr
of- animality + and 1 (hall bricfly reciey
the hiftory of a very curious exotic, which
has been delivered to us from very good
authority ; and confirmed by the obferva-
tions of feveral European botanifts,

The dinawa mufcipula is 2 native of
North Carolina. Its leaves are numerous,
inclining to bend downwards, and placed
in acircular order ; they are jointed, and

* fucculent 5 the upper joint confifls of two

lokes, cach of which is femi-oval in its
form, with a’margin furnifbed with ffF
hairs; .which embrace cach other, when
they clofe from any iiritation. . The fur<
faces of thefe lobes are covered with fmall
red glands, which probably, fecrete fome
fwece liquer, tempting to the tafte, bue
fatal to thelives of infets = for, the mo-.
ment the poor animal alights upon"thefe.
parts, the two lobes rife up, grafp it for. !
cibly, lock the rows of fpines together,
and fquecze ic.to death: :and, left the

. ftruggles for life thould difengage the in-

fet, -thus entangled, three (mall (pines-
are fixed; amonglt the. glands, near the.
middie of cach lobe, which efféétually put’
an.endg to. all it efforts« nor do the lobes

openajfain, while.the dead "animal con. -

‘tinues there. - The diffolution’ of its fub.
. ftance, therefore 35 {uppofed, by natura-
lifks, to contlitute part of the nousithment
cof . the- plant.. But-as the difcriminative -

power of inflin& “is always limited, and.’
praceeds -with a blind -uniformity " whén
put into exertion, the plant clofes its Jeaves-
as forgibly;. if fimulated by a. firaw:og:
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