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OUR ARCHIVES AND THE

NATIONAL SPIRIT

BY FRANCIS A. CARMAN

I '-'l 110S'~ that we initi t îîn< have
1a natiîonal spir'it. B~ut 1 -wouild

be t inorous of pîuiffig forward tile
elaisai t hat that natilonai spirit ws

10 uise one of ('al1ylu's pet N'ords.
ail lenlatt., As ai îîuoi>he Ne hav

reeidtlue stage fi slfeîueoî
îîsbut it is t11pi. oîsiusîs

or eliidhood. We hiav îîîade ut> ouï'
umuîids, in a luazy sort of1 wvay, iluat

,we aire going to be soiimtiîg. But
we are bx' no îîuuans saure whiat wo'
aire going Io be.

Tiiert' is jleiity of roini for a great

tieai of tluuorisîuîg as bo thle souî'ue8
of national sp>irit. Race. lintigitigu,
anti religion have ilhutir uiîamupioîus.
Thuere 18 a sullool t hat f111418 the ex-
planatiou ini blooti bapi iîn' whiie
a rival acadeuay wÎll id the al sîuf-
fieîent solution ]ni goographly antd
comiinoii political or conistÎtiutiouail

ideals are soinetinies uowered with
the fusing powver. But wiuatever the
th>eory, al schoois assumte a eoininouu
historv andi a saturation of the popu-

lau' mnd, with the ineaniuîg of that
history.
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NoN, i t is quit e tile tflint thîe lus-
torv oi C aiîadal i.s taliglit ini oui'

seuhools 1iie>igs u ae
I lle uuises iar r i'i' wilerm' th li l ele
our led liue oruhe t leltlires W\iti
liiiei'51 Ntilinîlg, 1 a fort îiîîatt' in

1'eUeet iii g lui* finest i t'58)lsiitlie lus-
i ur.% o' iiiv eoiuiutt. r~ ruii onu or thlese
exeepli ni i teiiers. but suilseq uent-

iY I foilîid t ii whiole sîbject gulier-
ouuslY mgetd For thle miosi. pari,
I îi ;11 i it our> t4leiei'es andit
proofessors of1' h isi or hauve ilot t heu>i

> l I ie v ision of t awind'.ý
pa st. mid il is. tiiei'elore, i ardlyv 14
bu exjmeuted t liit t bey wouid give 10
tilt'ji si 14udts il vital 4't>ii('tio o014f

oiui. na>t ional stt)i'v, eitaîinly the
imipressonu 18 \vi4 lspruatl ini 0111 iii
sI lit i4>uis of 1(i'aiiiiilg, bot h eheiiejit-

ay nd I > glit'>' tlbat t 'niadiani his-
top\. is tli'vasdnst iitl îuiiiiteresting,

us b 1>4' app'ul>'tletle thlît. iii spit("
of' the exeteiiet work of a few en-
t uusiasts il, o)111 iistoiil soeietîes.
Ilit -,aille ajttitutie of mind is iarge1ý
pruex'aiuuit. Wt' ire ail but ;eliji 11-t


