
JOHN GALT, NOVELIST AND EMPIRE-B UILDE R

iu building roads tlirough the forest
primevai, ini foundinig hamiete whichi
were to becorne ini future years large
cities, and ini trying ta ratisfy jealous
and unreasoriable directori in Eng-
land, who knew nothing abouit the
difficulties of life in thewilne
At the end of five years, after ha hand
done an imml-ente, amouint of wvork of
a practical character, and had not only
laid the fortunes; of flic Canada Comn-
pany, but had ectablished i. rlaim
to the future regard of Canadians a-;
an empira-builder, Galt, vRs forced
to rasign bis lucrative position amid
the ma-st humiliatirtg circuimaýtances.
Hae was vertainly flhc virtim of rank
îijustice and neyer recovarad froin
the blow to hiq oredit and fortune
during the ramRinder of hiF, lifo.

Owing ta hai praoccupatioii withi
colonising affaira, nly two nloveli.
came froni i. peu during this period,
"The, Omaen,- in 1825, and "The
Lagt of he Lairde'" in 1826. During
a busy year, i luwieh, among otlier
activitias, ha fouinded tbre ete
meuts, Guelphi, Gioderichi, and Mafl-
druin, QalI. wrote to BlRCI(woa-d-
-What would you tbink of a maries k

h, called 'The settUem' or 'Tale-s of
Oi,.Iph?' The idea bff coin often
acrfl my nxind, and the materials
are botb novai and abundant." 'But,

asMm. Oliphant rernawkg, "In hig
fit leisure turne hae began ta \rito
xiot of a naw empire in the wods ut
on the hn.ckneyed themne, «;yf Land-
lady and Hor odrs'a s;tory' of
old London." Tha, fart, of the matter
was that Gait was toc jo.yMl in his
new ephere of activifty, whereîn lie
a;tood next t> flie Governor cf the
Province in importance, to paint the
gau1cheries of thie new civilisation, in,
thie wilderneas, It was egaier for him
ko hak baclc t old-world lodgzing-
bouses than ko record hiq own b e-
wildering impreesýionta of the eventfuli
Icareer of a colonister.

But whau the fine raptura o! éloing
thige wua over, wheu ha lad lied hi-;
'ast fling as, au actor inst-ead of a

recorder of avents, hie cet.tled down
to hi. old ]Ife of a literary haoik in
LondDn. ANd, as with broken
spirites and brokan haalth, ha took up
hli. peu once More, ha inettinvtively'
began to write a story of emigration
and life ini the wod.~araTodd"-
is foundcd on the stcory of ilie life of
Mr. Grant Thorbuirn, a sced-merclant
of New York, u1non Gaît met in
Ameriva. Mr. Thiorbuirn held a strong
belief in special p)rovidencesff and hand
flhnt peculliar inidividuliei wlich
chairaceterieceff a efmaeman lu a
newý-world coxninunity . GaJtt %ws very
t;uraesful in painting not oni y Todd
and eharactars c! varions. tyýpe. met

wihin thie woox'da, but tic( romanceé,
if such it ranl bc ralled, of land set-
ticinient in thfc wildarnassl, - Lawrie
Todd," - i 18R30, and -Bo-gle Corbet4,
iu 1881, arc emiigratio)n storiman sd
opened up a naw wo(-rld of deacrip
tion snd adventura for old-wol
readers. Both rnvais are marrad by
as didactie snd peeviali ton,_ due ký
COnt'., dissppointment anid fwouse of
injuticie doue, ta him hv the C anadai
Company sud ka the dasa;4rticui of his
friends- Btwcen U1ic puiblication of
hie einigration atories Gait wrote

' Southannnan," an inoeqnta
prase,(ntmeit. o! th- autnissd mani-
nems o! Scotlanid in the reiguYt of Qupen
Mfary. Hae ralled thir, novei a drama,
wvith explanstory notesý interwvoven,
-Tha constnrtion of whc , le s
"waa as simple as the 1Usd itacif."

Ha.ving wvrittenl blis býiogLraphy of
Byron sand hiý. "1,ivas- of the Play-
ari," th, marvelilo«ly proliflo suithor,
whio stuck doggaodly Vo hlm wvork in
spite of misfo-rtunesc and iii -heàlth,
which would hanva c-riused mny other
mani, turned ont no lees thRn three
novai. in the * car 18312, -The Mern-
ber,-" The Rai al. nsd "tn
B3uzton." Tha two flrft nnmed( repre-
sent hi-,sl akinl the fleld of the poli-
tical novai. They *g iva ftnilking pic-
tures of Englieli politics iu the days
of rotten borough.t and the agritation
mwhich at.tandcd the pffl-iug of the.


