
016 'thé Hipory of thé -Tartar.
'Tart-ri~ah cerèmony of purifying the Roman Ambaffadors by condu&igthen between twoftres: the Tartars of that age are reprefented as adorers

of thç four elements, and believers in an invifible fpirit, te -whom they fa-
crificed buifs and rams. Modern travellers relate, that, in the feffivais Of
fome:Tartarian tribes they pour a few draps of a confecrated liquor on th
fnatues of.their Gods; after which an attendant fprinkles a little of what re-
mains threce ties towards the fouth in honour of fire, toward the weftand
caà ie honour of water and air, and as often toward the north in honour of
the earth, which contained the reliques of their deceafed ancefrors: now all
this may be very truc, without proving a national affinity between the Tar-
tars and Hindus; for the Arabs adored the -planets and the powers of na-
ture, th'e Jrabs had carved images, and made libations on a black aonei the
Arabs tirned in prayer te different quarters of the heavens; yet we know'
with certainty, that the Arabs are a diftinù race from the -Tartars ; and wo
imight as wel infer, that they were the fame people, becaufe they had each
their Nomadei, or wanderersforpafture, and becaufe the Turemans, deferib.cd by I.uÙAaAsH'Aaw and byVhimn called Tdrtdr's are, like ioft Arabiai
tribes, pafforai 'and warlike; hófpitable.and generous, wintering and fun'
mering on different plains, and rich in herds and flocks, horfes and camnels;
but this"agreement inimanners proceeds from the fimilar nature of their fe-
.veral 'deferts and fimilar choice of a free rambling life; without evincing a
community of ogini which.they could fcarce have had without preferving
fôime rehinant at leaif cf a cómmon language.
. Many Lamat we'are alfured, or Priefts of BuD HA, have beef :found
Settled in Sibeia; but it can'hardly.be doubted, that the Lamas had tra-
velled.thither from Tibet, whence it is more than.probable,. that the reli-gion of thé 'Baudda's wasimported into fouthern, or Chinefe, Tartary:.
fince we know, that rolls of Tibetian writing have beçn.brought evçn:from
the borders of.the Cafpian. The complexion of But DHA hiMfelf, which,
according to the Hindus, was beireen w/hite and ruddy, .would perhaps have
.convinced M. BaiLL., had he known the Indian traditio, that the lait
gréat legiflator and God of the Eaft was a Tartar; but the Chiinefe confider
him as a 'native of India, the Brâhinans infit, thathe was born in a fôreif
neaf .Gayd, and many: reafons may lead us to fufpe&, that his religion was
carried.fromethe weft and the fouth te thoie eaRtrn and northern countriesi
in which it pievails. n .the whole we meet with fewAor no traces in Sy-
thia of fndian rites an.d fuperftitions, or 'of that poetical mythology; with
which the.Sanfcrit poemsare'decorated; and.we my:ailow the Tartars to
have adored the Sun with more reafon than any fouthern people, without
admittihg thèt to' have, been the fole driginaW inventors of that univerfal
folly: we may even doubt .the originality of 'their veneration for thefour e-'
lenents, which formsapricipal part ofthe ritual introduced byZER ÀTU s Hr,
a native f- Raiin Per/ia, .born in the reign of GusisTAS'P, whofe fon P.A

H U T EN is believed by the Pârfi's to have refided long in Tartary at a
place called Cangidiz, where a magnificent palace is faid to have been built
bythe father of Cy B s, and wheie the Perfan prince; who was a.zealot
in the new faith, .jwould naturally have difleminated its tenets among the
pi zghbouring Tartars.

"Of Iny Philpfbphy,. except natural -Ethicks. which.the rudef focity re--
.res ani expeësence teaches, we fnd no.e cc vefiges in Afiatic sythia

than


