<210 O the Hiflory of the Tartars, N

“Tartorias’ ceremony of purifying the Roman Ambafladors bycondtx&ix’rg
them between two Jfires: the Tartars of that age are reprefented as adorers
-of the four elements, and believersin an invifible {pirit, to -whom they fa.
- crificed bulfs and rams. Modern travellers relate, that, in the feltivals of
fome Tartarian tribes, they.pour a few drops of a confecrated liquor on the
ftatues of their Gods ; after whichan attendant {prinkles a little of what re.-
mains three times towards the fouth in honour of fire, toward the weftand
-eaft in honour of water and air, and as often toward the north in honour of
:the earth, which contained the reliques of their deceafed anceftors : now ail
this may be very true,. without proving a national affinity between the Tar.
tats and Hindus ; for the Arabs adored the Planets and the powers. of na-
-ture, the drabshad carved images, and made libations on a black {tone; the
. Arabs turned in prayer to different. quarters.of the heavens; yet weé know
:with certainty, that the drabs are a diftin€ race from the Tartars ; and we
‘mightas wellinfer, that they were the fame Eeople, becaufe they had cach
their -Nomade§, or warderers for pafture,and becaufe the Turcmans, defcrib-
‘ed by Isnuarassu’an and byhim called Tdrtdr's are, like moft Arabian
tribes, paftoral -and warlike; héfpitableand generous, wintering and fum-
-mering on-difterent plains, and rich in herds and flocks, horfesand camels;
.but thisagreement in.manners. proceeds from the {imilar nature of their fe-
~erdl deferts and fimilar choice of a free rambling life; without evincinga
community-of origin; which they could {carce have had without prelerving
:fome reimnant at leaft 6f a common language, B S
+.-'Many Lamas, we are aflured, .or Priefts of Bubpua, have been found
dettled in:Seberie; but it can hardly be doubted, that the Lamas had. tra-
velled thither from Tibet, whence'it is more than. probable, that the. relis
gion of the : Bauddha's was. imported .into fouthern, or Chinefe, Tartarys:
fince we know, that rolls of Tibetian writing have been brought even:from
the borders.of the Cafpian. The complexionof Bunpua himfelf, which,
according to the Hindus, was beiween white. and ruddy, would perhaps have
convinced M. Bairvry, had he known the Indian tradition, that the laft
great legiflator and God. of the Eaft.was a Tartar; but the Chingfe confider
him as anative of India, thre Brahmans infift, that.he was bornina foreflt
néaf Gayd, and. many: reafons may lead usto {ufpeét, that his religion was
carried from the weft and the fouth to thofe eaftern and northern countries;
in which it prevails. . On the whole we meet with few<r no traces in S_c_y-
thia of Indian rites and fuperftitions, of ‘of that peetical mythology, with
which the Sanferit poemsare decorated ; .and..we mayallow the * Tartars to
have adored the Sun with more reafon than any fouthern people, without
admitting them to- have been the ' fole original” inventors of that univerfil
folly : we may even doubt the origipality of their veneration for the four ¢
{ements, which formsa pricipal part ofthe ritual introduced by Zer’AtusnT,
a native of_Raiin Perfia, born in:the reign of Gusurase, whofe fon Pa-
su’uTeN isbelieved by the Pérfi's 10 have refided: long in Tartaryat 2
Elace called Cangidiz, where a magnificent palace is {zid to have been built
y:the father of .Cynus, and where the Perfian prince, who was a zealot
in thenew faith, would naturally have diffeminated its tenets among the
neighbouring Tartars,. . 0 . ' ST e o
‘OF any Philo{ophy,. except natural Ethicks, which.the rudeft {ociety re-
fiires and experisnce teaches, we find no.moxe veftiges in Aﬁatzc,Sr;ytt}/:w
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