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CANADA AONG THE NATIONS.

The independence question has once more, probably

owing to the absence of more suitable subjects for editor-
ial discussion, been brought into prominence, after rust-

ing for some time past among other disused lumber.

Several prominent dailies have taken up the subject, but,

doubtless out of a feeling of compassion for their readers,

have refrained from going into all its details, and have

contented themselves with a mereo summing up, in which

the advantages to be derived from the erection of the

Dominion into an independent nationality are displayed
in the most attractive light. This at least shows an

amount of consideration on the part of the journals in

question which is exceedingly commendable, considering

the dulness of the times. The old story has been told and

retold so many times that its repetition has by this time

become a very unnecessary evil. Newspaper readers have

been informed time and time again that Canada as an in-

dependent nation will only in the very slightest degree

change her relations with thge mother country; while the

mother country will be delighted to be relieved of the

numerous responsibilities and annoyances to which she is

now subject owing to the position in which Canada stands

toward the Empire. We have all been told too thatwhile
an independent nationalism will breed among us a manly,
national, ap4 independent spirit, it will in no way cause
any ioss to Englaud; that independent Canada would be

as good a customer i the English markets as colonial
Canada.-if not a better ; and that, finally, as an indepen-
dent nation Canada could secure many treaty concessions
from foreign countries that she cannot obtain as a colony
of Great Britain. This, and much more te the same pur
pose, ha. been repeated ad nauseamn.

While cordially admitting ail these rose-coloured pro-.
spects, not only as possible, but as probable, we are of opin-
ion that the advocates of independence, in their hast e to

make eut a case, have omitted te consider a peculiarity of

the country, or rather of the component parts that go to

make the country, which might, in certain circumstances,
have a disastrous effect upon the very existence of the

new nationality. We refer te the inter-provincial jealou
sies which exist among us in matters from the highest toe
the least important. In a speech delivered at the Ontario
Rifle Association Meeting, Lord DUFFERnv alluded very

rongly to this petty feeling, when he expressed his th
inion that the Wimbledom team and the Ministry sa
ould be chosen, not by Provinces, but by individual

apacity. Even while uttering these words His Excel.
ncy was doubtless aware that such a mode of selection is
ot a thing to be expected. Where one province is left
inrepresented in the Ministry, it feels itself grievously l
jured, as is the case at the present time with British w

olumbia and Manitoba, both of which are sore at being ez

eft out in the cold while the last admitted province, that o

f Prince Edward Island, sends a representative to the ti
abinet. The existence of this inter-provincial jealousy V

an established fact, and bas already more than once st

een within an ace of causing trouble. BuŠ there is yet n

nother fact, dependent on that already mentioned, which al

hreatens even more serions consequences. We are not w

ble to settle our own quarrels at home. British Coium- t

ia disagrees with the other provinces, refuses to nego-

iate, and sends over a delegate to England to appeal to

he Imperial authorities. The Dominion Premier, on hies

ide, very properly declines any Imperial interference. C

Were such a dispute t o arise when Canada had entered on e

er independent nationality," we should either find our- i

elves divided against ourselves, or be compelled to have a

ecourse to the undignified procedure of inviting a se- C

ond power to step in and arbitrate between the confiict- 1
ng provinces. The latter cave would be humiiiating te the e

ountry and dangerous to its prestige, while the former 1
would in all probability result in the separation of the i

isaffected province and its annexation to the United t

States. It is an unfortunate fact, that in this Dominionof 1

ours there is an almost total lack of the cohesion necess-

ary to the formation of a great State.

À RECONSTRUCTED IMMIGRAT10N POL10Y.

It is stated that there is some likelibood of a changek

being made in the immigration policy of the DominionE

Government: that it will be rearranged in such a manner1

as to enable Dominion and Provincial agents to work more

advantageously together than is at present possible. Any

alteration in the existing system which aime at inducing1

hearty co-operation in a work which must so closely influ-i

e nce the future of the Dominion will be extremely accept•

able, and although the details of the proposed scheme

have not yet been laid before the public, there is no doubt
that the change is generally looked upon with a favour-

able oye. Until very recently the greater part of the im-

migration work abroad has been donc by the Provincial

Governments. By some it was done thoroughly, by others

carelessly, and by others again it was totally neglected.

The consequence has been that some portions of the coun-

try have been largely benefited, while others have re~

ceived little or no addition to their population from

foreign sources. Ontario, thanks to the energetic system
inaugurated by the late JoHN SANDFIELD MAODONALD, and

improved upon by his successors, bas hitherto had the

lion's share of the influx, while Quebec and the Maritime

Provinces, being comparatively little known in Europe as

fields for colonization, have received but few settlers with-

in their limits. It would be, perhaps, bardly correct to say

that this is an improper state of things. Yet it certainly

is not what one would like to see. Ontario, notwithsta nd

ing her natural advantages, owes her success in attracting

immigrants of a desirable class mainly to ber own exer.

tions, and it would be highly unjust to expect that she-

should labour, and that ethers should share in the fruits

of her labour. The other provinces. less richly gifted by

nature, but still possessing considerable riches and re-

sources, have neglected to advertise their wares in the

market where they are most in request, with the natural

result that they are supposed to b e totally void of attrac-

tion for the emigrant. It is the old story, over again, of

the servants to whom were committed, to the one ten

talents, to another five, to another two, and to the last

one. Thé province with the largest advantages has lost

no opportunity of turning them to account, and would
think her elf grossly injured if compelled te share tbe re-

suite with her sister provinces. Under a new system, how-

ever, the situation may ho changed ; and without inter-
fering to any great extent with the success hitherto on-

joyed by Ontario, the interests of Nova Scotia, New Bruns-.

wick, British Columbia and Quebec would be properly at-

tenderi te. The result must be a marked increse in the

emigration tide te these provinces, and the rapid settle-
ment cf certain psrts of the Dominion which are now

languishing for want of population te turn their wealth te

account. Ontario should have little cause to complain of

such an arrangement, for the emigrants drawn te the
Lower Provinces, for instance, would in the main be of a
different class from that among which she selects her

adopted children. 0f course some lile difficult y je te be.

expected fromi provincial jealousies, which unfortunately
are mixed up withevery matter in which the interests of

Le different provinces are concerned, but this may be
fely tided over if the proper men are chosen for the work.

À WEAK POINT.

The law regulating the trial of contested election cases
as already been applied in seven or eight instances and
ith the most satisfactory results. Its bearing is so gen-
ral, its different clauses are so searching, that no artifice
f fraud, no trick of bribery can well escape it. Corrup-
ion brought home to a single accredited agent or can.
asser, even without the knowledge of the candidate, is
ufficient to void the election. As there is unfortunately
ot a single election in which some such delinquent
gent cannot be found, it is no wonder that all the cases
which have been tried so far have resulted in the destitu-
ion of the sitting member. The Government is there-
ore to be congratulated on the efficacy of its new law.
There is one feature in it, however, which demands

oome attention. It was brought forward prominently by
Chief Justice HAGARTY, in his judgment on the London
lection trial. After delivering his decision on several
important points about which there could be no doubt,
as the evidence was overwhelming, His Lordship came to

onsider the personal responsibility of the respondent,
Major WALKER. Here he confessed he was obstructed by
erious difficulties. If he had to deal with the subject on

merely moral grounds, taking the common sense view of
ntelligent and honourable men, he could have no hesita-
tion whatever. But having to confine himself to strictly
legal methods, he felt an embarrassment such as he did
not remember to have experienced in a long profes-
sional life. He was in the position described by a great
English Judge similarly circumstanced: "I cannot ima-
gine to myself a jurisdiction more painful or more res-
ponsible than that of ajudge deciding without the assist-
ance of a jury, that the candidate has been guilty of so
serious an offence." Justice HAGATY distinctly stated

that, in the case before him, all the circumstantial
evidence, all the probabilities of the case pointed for-
cibly to the respondent's knowledge of the bribery prac-
tised by his agents, yet he had not sufficient direct testi-
mony to make his mind clear, or determine him to pro-
nounce on the delicate question of culpability. The
quandary of the Chief Justice is a natural one. It is a

hardship for any judge to have to declare to the country
that a man like Major WALKER, for instance, who has al-
ways borne in the community the character of an upright
citizen, is a rogue, a political pimp, a suborner of con-

sciences, thereby depriving him, for all time, of the pri-
vilege of sitting in Parliament. Judges will instinctively
recoil from this responsibility, seize upon any plausible
p.retext of exculpation and thus it will almost invariably
happen that the unseated candidate will have a chance
of presenting himself again before his constituents.
These facts reveal a weak point in the law, but we hardly

see how it can be remedied. The only remedy - but it

is an expensive one-is that which Justice HGAARTY
openly invited-an appeal to the Court of Review, where

the subject would be decided by several judges. In the

case of Major WALKER, we are informed that the trial will
go before the judges in Review, and if so, we shall then see
how far the process will be a remedial and final one.

Another point of procedure should perhaps be no-
ticed. It is how far the question of costs should be
allowed to interfere with the full hearing of the case.
Instances have already occurred where, one count begin
proven, the case was thrown up by the respondent's

counsel. The object of this was, of course, to diminish

the costs. Petitioners' counsel have to consent to such,
stoppage of the trial and, where the case presents no un-

usual features, it is only professional courtesy on their
part thus to acquiesce. But should it happen, as has

been pointedly charged, that public officials and even
Ministers of the Crown have mixed unlawfully in an elec-

tion, it were altogether desirable that the trial should

not close until these persons have appeared as witnesses,
either te prove themselves guilty or guiltless. These

election triais are not merely personal matters. They are

of public concern, affect civic morality and should b.

thoroughly conducted. Besides, the law requires -that
corrupt agents should be held up te public contempt and

that their names should be sont in te Parliament by the

presiding judge. Hence the more of them that each
trial ferrets eut, the botter for each county and for the

country at large.

FRENCH-CANADIA4NS IN THE UNITED STi TES.

At the French Canadian Convention held in this city in
June lat for the purpose of takimg io consideration the
best means of restablishing in this country the half a mil-

lion of French-Canadians who have made their home in

the States, Judge LEBGr.UF, of COhoes, N. Y., expressed an
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