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CHAPTER XIIIL
BKFORE THE STORM,

RevouruTioss exhilit an inner connection with the ideas of the
nation ; they de not arise through the whims of single men,
but through the electrie discharge of hraped-up and oppressing
jidens, obtaining therely their authority, generally also theic
trivmph. On the cighth Thermidor, which was the name
given to the 23rd of July by the new calendar of the republic,
the physiognomy of Paris looked whelly different from that
of the preceding day.  The streets were erowded with people
talking violently togother, quarrelling, shaking their heads,
und doubling their fists ; every one s2emed to feel that a poli-
tical storm was on the point of Lreaking out, of which no one
Ead been aware the previows day.

But the day passed on quictly; there was an oppressive,
eloomy calmuess, which, 8s the fore-runner of great events,
like great storms, mysteriously surrounded everything, Every-
where they had their mizsgivings—in the convention, in the

committees, in the commune and the Jacobin ciub. What
course would the revolution take?  Which of the circles
would open and surronund the oihers with its ficey ring?  The

ventre of gravity for the coming events was looked for;
whither would it talt?  Into the convention, or into the com-
mune and the Tacobin club 7 Thoensends of people stood he-
fure the Taileries, where the representatives were assembled,
carious to hear the particulars of the proceedings.  And the
news that was carried by people from the overcrowded gal-
Ieries, spread with the quickuress of Lizhtning through the
multitude and over the whele city, 8
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“ Eb, why should he annoy hims:1f?” ericd the barber,

#And yet it was stupid of him, citizen,” said apother of the
Froup. ¢ It gave the conspirators an opportunity to organize
themsa:lves”

“AD, bab, conspirators @ added o third,
sprratorg everywhere V7

“ Well, if there are some, they will meet with theie reward.
Thunder and lghtning,” cursed U buteher, ¢ short work must
be made of these counter-revolutions :

“ Who are the conspirators 77 asked the woman,

# Who are they 7 said the barber, It cin hiordly be be-
fieved, they are old friends of Robespicrre, are Jucobins, Mon-
taznards, mnen Iike Tallicn, Friron, wnd Barrag.”

“ What do you say ' exclaimed the hucksteress surpriseed,
“ Have they deserted Robesplerre ? Well, T mugt con fess, no
one now-a-days can trust to fricndship and fidelity ! 1 have,
as you know, a dunghter whose lover is a brave Sons-culolfs—
in fact, he s guch an honest lad that T could never have
thongiit it} of him — M

Wl asked the tarber tnecringly when the warnan stap-
ped, ¢ what wrene has this honest follow Leing doing?  Has
he jilted your daughter ’

“ Yes, imagine, citizen, e has quarrelled with her, and told
her that he would break with her. Who can believe in fidelity
and friendship after this !’ )

A journsyman of the butchar now pressed forward, saying in
a much exeited manner to his master and those around hin
“There is no chance of getting into the Assembly-room ; the
slairs are thronged with people. But I am told that Robes-
picrre has now possession of the tribune, Mot a whisper is
heard in the hall, 50 attentively do they all listen,” '

480 I belicve,” replied the master. # Anziety silencen their
tonguc.”

¢ You smell con-

throngh the croawd to the entrance of the !
were seell coming ot shyly 65 i they were

€ That's 80, remarked the woman, # Robespierre con speak
like & book. I heard him once at tha Jacobin club, and fult
ns though he spoke from my own heart,” ‘

1 [f we could only know what he ix saying,” added the bar-
ber. «1 sw told by & man who is well informed, that Robes-
pierre has drawn up a loug list with the names of all the
suspected and indulgent deputies whom b will to-dny eject
from the convention.” )

“1f he only would do s0," crivd the Lutcher.,
these scoundrels are turned out, the better”

“ But this guillotiniog and accusing must soon come to an
end,” harshly eriwd a voice in the crowd, ©1f Danton no
longer suited, of what nse could the rest be?  Citizen Hobes-
picrre onght to stop this butchering,  Yesterday cighty wore
beheaded at once.”

Greatly surprised they turned round to the bold speakeor.

w Good friend,” said the buteher to bim,  yon shoukl not
displuy g0 publicly vour bad patriotism, 1t might fave ill with
-\'L‘u." .

4507 You enll this a bad patriotism " replied (he stranger,
“If beheading is patriotism, it isx a patriotisi of butchers.”

“ Ho! ho, T will let you feel the butcher!” burst forth the
butcher, litting his sem to strike the bold speaker, But he
was prevented by those around him, most of whom scewed to
take the part of the threatened,

< The citizen is right,” they shouted ) & Franee is not a
slanghter-house.  Liberty can b adored without the heads-
man,” i

« 1f his children bad been beheaded, he would think difer-
ently,” cried an old woman in a rage.

“ The snoner

“Xtop! stop ! now rang through the crowd. & There is one !
coming from the Assembly.  Let us make esnguiries !”

The man who came forth was surronnded 3 he was a deputy
and showed his willingness to speak,

# Robuespicrre,” he reported, @ has made a wonderful speceli,
I am quite excited by it, citizens, and yow may judge that the
Assrmbly was not less so, after the printing ot this specch
was decided upon™ )

ToRTeAILT ot
LT

~

g g b ‘\x‘n‘;:‘_
.
™

A

idlien aid Coliat d Herbois at_the Jacobin_Clud.

% What were its contents T what did he say 7°

“ That the guillotine must dispatch without mercy those
who are disloyal, should the liberty of Francee be main-
tuined.” ' '

4 Viry good ! very good ' they shouted,

# Fiel shame!" many voices answered,

[ The ddeeputy then reticed,

W No one must have ventured to come forth,” remarked the
barber, % T thought there wonld be much noise nund opposi-
tivn,  But he has them all in his power.”

L Of course,” added the butcher, % The conspirntors have
made & wrong calenlation.”

*The mecting has not yet closed™ put in the stranger.
# Citizen Robuspierre has been heard, and will be replied 1o

Rome ons who had canght the last words turned round,
snyving :

+ Yonu ure quite right, citizen, T have just come from the
hall, where T could no longer suffer the heat of the gullerics,
Rubespicree will remember this day ; he has been eruelly dis-
appointed, and it will be 8 wholesome lesson to him and his
men of terror” :

General amazement and solemn quict followed, as if no
one durcd to express his belief in this communication,

& What 7" asked the barber at last, ¢« You talk as if the con-
vention had déelared agringt flobespicrry.”

“ It 'bax done s0,” replied the newiy arrived.
ab last gov the upper hand.”.

#Citizen, let ug hear!” asked the bucksteress carnestly.
“ Eh, it can hardly be belieyed that Robespivrre has no longer
the convention.on his'side 2

“No,no; 1tell you that time is passed,
hay reguined-its conrage"

“’Thunder and lightning,” cried the buleher; @ they Liave
becomne rebellious "
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# They are vight!" sounded tho volce of thoe first stranger,
“ Tho convention is voverelgn, represents tho people, is every
thing. It caunot submit to- the tyranny of thia Hulnmpim-n'._,
who is usurping monarchy.”

¢ Long live King Robuspivrre!” maliciously shonted a gamia
who had been listening,

% Down with him!"” auswered soma of the crowd, while maost
of them looked anxiously around,

“ Perhaps the sama cry {8 now raised in the convention,”
remarked one whbo had just come from the castle, v 1t looked
just like it"

“ What were they doing 7

« Well, Robespiorre made his spocch—it  was Tike
screeching of an owl—nat the same time holding and rolling »
unuseript in his haml like a wenpon, with which he wishied
to crush his enemijes.”

W Bnt it was snid that they all were quictly listening to his
speech 77

i Thaut ix true; they et Robespivree speak, complain of e
malignity of his encmies, of the conspirmtors.  And that he
alone had remained fncorruptible, and was ready to die”

It is 50, exclanimed the buteher., o Maximilinn is an honest
Jacobin”

“ Hav i hypoerite,” fearlessly replied the stranger,

5 ATways the old song,” continued the Inst comer.  © But lie
had ne suecess to-day,  His complaints and virtues were ot
acknowledged, The Assembly was at fiest very quivt, uncasihy
nuict; then some began to griomble, Iaugh, and contradior,
Yes, they ure no longer ofesid of this nmbitions man.”

<N longer afraid 77 asked the hucksteress, « Citizen, yan
arv mistaken

o W shd see it be- 3 right,” angreily burst forth the Tatehser,
However, he kept on attentively Histening to the speaker, whi
avolded ol gquestions addressed to him by continuing Lis
report,

“ It was Birst woved to have Robespiornes discourse printad
amd sent o the departmeents, But this was opposed. They
reproached Robespicrre, who was much alarmed ; they spoks
against the
printing, at
least demand.
cdd a delay—at
all events,
there was such
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wONGnsense !
itisaslander?
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the butelier
and several
others,

“ Nu, nn, it
is ra, Koles-
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tyrant,” khout.
vl others.

“«Fréron”
continued the
stranger,
wwent yet fur-
ther, nnd ras-
vl the quoes-
tion what hud
boevaome of the

recdom of
opinions in the
convention, A great tumult arose, and ot Tast it way resulyed
that Robesplerte’s discourne should not be printed.”

# Ah!" said the barber cunningly, ¢ this is extroordinary”

6 Ix it 807 muttered the butcher. # We shall not even read
the speech of this brave patrint, and how he declaimed against
his enemies and their conspiracy.  Ha, i5 this nat appres-
siup 77 .

“The carts! The aarts? mang suddenly through the air
The crowid started up, thronging into the street, stretehing
their necks, howling, whistling, and screeching, aml Jike an
acho, the ory was repeated ;¢ The earte ! The carts "

They brought the victims of that day.  Abeut Hfty con-
demned, just coming from the judge, were wken to the gl
lotine.

Y& was acrnnged by Robespicrre that accusntion, sontener,
and death should follow in quick succession,  To save G,
he bud enforced a Tuw interdicting the speeches in defence of
the nceused,  Quickly, nnd in musses; they should he drngpd
to the guillotine, in order that death should dispateh all thaose
who mighi become elements of resistanae against the plans o
this ambitious man.

On the carts following cach other, there were mon nwl
women, old and young., Death made them all cqualy,  Most
of the men, on necount of the grest heat, had taken off ther
coaty; the women were sitting on the Lenches,  ‘The hands
of all were ticd ut their backs, Gendarmes escortod the velicles,
General” Henriot himself, the commandant of the ['arisinn
troopy, was with o detachment of gondarmes on horschark
lending this. procession,  With a loud noise the multitude
rushed forward, stapping the passage in the street,

t“Nomore! no more ! was the excited ery of the numerous
erowd. & If shall not bel No wnoro exetuotions! No more
blead 1" _

The crawd surrounded ‘the earts, exténding their hands to
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