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No. 5.—HON, ALEXANDER MORRIS, D. C. L. ¢ pect the example of Britain; and though the bill itself

- did not become law, its provisions were incorporated in
: tho revised criminai laws introduced by the Government :
M. Anex. Momuas, who was sappointed n member of the and adopted by the Legislature. Another subject to which

MINISTHER OF INLAND REVENUE,

Privy Council, and Ministor of Inlund Revenue, in No- ¢ he devoted attention was the introduction of a more com. : riages,

vember Inst, s the eldest son
of the late Hon. Willhun Morris,
and was born at Perth, now the
County Sent of Lanark. Un-
tario, on the 1Tth of March,
1827, Ihs father wns ona of
the early sottlers in that part
of the country, and in his day
won much distinction as an
able and trustworthy public
man, having sat for a con.
siderable time in Parliament,
und also held office as a mem-
ber of the Government. Mr.
Alex. Morvls is an alumnns of
the Universities of MeGill Col.
lege, Montreal, and Glasgow,
Scotland.  1le studied law, and
in 1851 was called to the Bar,
Loth in Lower and Upper Can.
wla. Ten years later, at the
general election in 1861, he
was returned for South Lanark,
und continued to represent that
constitueney in the Legislative
Assembly of Canada until the
British North America Act camo
into force. At thegenceral vlee-
tion in 1867, he was again re.
turned by ncclamation for tho
same constituency, and his ao-
ceplance of offico last Novem-
ber was ratified by the unani-
mous verdict of his consti-
tuents,

Mr. Morris has been an active
and prominent member of Par-
lianment. For several years ho
has occupied the position of
Chairman of the Private Bills
Committes, which, from the
charncter of the quaestions com-
ing up before it, had, especially
before Confedoration, sorious
and important duties to per-
form. In the debates on legu),
financial, nnd general subjects,
he has also taken ¥n aclive part
in tho IHouse, and while politi-
cally classed ns o Conserentivoe,
hing been the promoter of sove-
ral mensures - tending. towards
reform. o introduced n bill -
for the abolition of Pu,blio exo- : ) N o
cuﬁom, fOll,owing- in_thi,,s._r@of ‘ HON. ALEXANDER MORRIS. ‘F,-om a photograph by hotmq.
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plete system of vital statistics, and a Parliamentary Com-
mittec appointed, on his motion, to consider the subject,

. recommended that the municipal organizations through-
. out the country should keep a registration of births, mar-

and deaths. [t is_a guestion yet to be settled
whether the several Yrovineces
under the new Censtitution
will be left to manage these
matters in their own way, or
whether the General Govern-
ment will devise and carry out
a4 generval plan.

If, however, Mr. Morris has
had a political hobby, it has
been that of British American
Union. In 18358, he delivered
& lecture, which, at the in.
stance of the Mercantile Library
Association of Montreal, was
published under the title of
# Nova Britannia ; or, British
Norith Amerien, its extent and
future,” in which he advocated
and predicted Union and thr
fusion of the different races
rasking one homogeneous
people occupying the whole of
British America, and living
under institutions modelled
upon those of the parent State.
The following year he published
another lecture on the Hud-
son's Bay and Pacitic Terri-
tories, in which similar views
were enforced. He was also
the author of the essay on
Canada, to which was awnarded
the second prize by the Paris
Exhibition Committee in 1855 ;
or rither by Sir Edmund Ileaqd,
the then Governor-General, to
whom three of the essays were:
referred as of equal merit. In
that essay the condition of Can-
ada, iis institutions and its ca-
pabilitics, were. cleurly set forth
without exaggeration ; and its
publication, with that of the
othor essays, no. doubt did
good service in making this
country better known in the-
old world. ;

It was in the midst of the
political excitement: of 1864
that Mr. Morris played the
most conspicuous part among
the public men of the country,
and thus led to the most im. -
portant changes in publio af-
fairs. Political partigs wera 0.




