LIS m:’ CAMOENS:, .

i

LhL' glorions wnste]lnuon n] the htcr'uur(. ol‘ lhc
sisteontly century. !
Tmis de Camoins was, as we have seen, the son
" of Siinnn Vaz de Camons, 2 commander :of one
"of the first ships, seut out after tho glorious dis-
covery of Polugnese India by Vaseo de G
subjugate the new canntry; he was shipw
oo at Goay and lost his Tite and Fovtune, leaving this
: * child, Luis, the only legaey he conld bequeath. his
widow, , - She was of a noble fumily of Maceda,
“tnbitious and high-spirited 5 very carly perceiv-
fug tllc germ of enius in the Juun" Luis, she de-
wreful instrue-
tioh, amul e was ag an e.u'ly age placed at-the
University of Caimbra, which then bore the palm
over all the other Yortugnese literary institutions.

clussies beeame his passion, nml he studied them
\\llh an cnlhu' sy \\ludx 5001 mmbluxl hlm to:

won lim an eny lnblc dis n(.llon, whicl
ho“(,\cr, n |lnn'rcwus ono, (or it exeil

ing uipxu.d above lus iank, atid dufied the express
LUIlHllllllll: of the l\m", he was banished from
. [ Lisbon. Ie returnéat to his mother's birth-place,
1 Mucedd, and here reiiewed his studies and com-
mum.ul his celebrated poem, the Tnsind, which
i st won'- fur him undying fame,  His father’s
o 1l|.ulh had made a great impression on his young
uuml aml thrown o hue of dcq) interest around
'y thing relating to l’Ul‘lu"‘llLSL Lndi, and he
' (l\\ul: upon it, till the shadowy visions, floating
“hefore his mind's: cye, shaped themselves mlo
= distinet wml Jite-like forms, and he conveived lh‘-
“iden of his grand epic, whick was to unmurmh/n
ho discovery which Tost him 111.uLnr, but gumc(l
5 ]lla Lounlr\‘ 1 new Lxllmimn. which is 1o, ulus?

"ru.vum loss it was to hun, \\'hosc speul\mn' orhs
had been the' rflor_) of his Lounlenmmc but for-
tumately, by great care he was unblcd to pre- -
serve the other. ITe was now for o Jong timn
‘engageld in netunl service, under the scorching
suns of Afvica; but neither the hurry of his war-
Jike duties, nor the .will di~'sip:nion of o Inwless
eamp {ite, cnul(l blunt his genins, or stifle. his
poetie taste; it \\ velled forth, spxul«]m bubbling
like 0 pure speing in the sandy desert; amd many
o(‘lhu moss exquisite passages of the Lusiad, and
ulu] .sonuul.s. were writien

\.lnlc, as he expresses i
"One lmml the pen, nnd one thc sword eniplayed.”

-The African mpcdmon was at last over, nnd'
the. {ame of 'his \\.uhl.t. achievements huving
renched the court ut Lisbon, aud many y
having passed since his unlortunate SReCess, an
cflort was nde. by some of his f¥iends 1o vbtain
permission for him to return to Lisbon, - It was
succuséful aml he once ‘more npp'cured at court ;
Dt how dnn ed from the smooth chcel\od byil-
lmnt )outh, \\Im Iml] ed the beuullcs of the

] ion wus seorched -atid &
ll l)_) the, burning ' sun, and uritd airs’ of -
L Afriens his hmr lullk‘ hlum.hcd his face. scnned

| wuml ane (‘)c gnnc. he Tooked the war hl‘e \elcrml, ™

ather thon thc Indies’ bmd bat (hourrh so alters
 rese nce "'rue uneasiness (o soma "entle-
men of vank, whose: Jcnlous; had' ormerl} been,
excited, and as the resentment of g Jealous Por-
tuguese knows ne bounds, Crmotins found it most
prudcnz to banish himself once more I¥om his
native country, ITe therefore determined to lenve
for India, \\lshm"' to visit the scenes he was
drm\mn- with so masterly o hand; it aives ndded
interést to his poem to know that he umscll spw |
all he so l.e.mhfulh' deseribes; that it was not.
from ‘others, but his own observation, that he gn- i -
therel these p'mmn"sm H.l':l) of the “f'm' lm)"--
doms of the rising day,” 500
In1 , he sniled \uth o Tumerous ﬂcet ﬁ)r '
India, 0 dlcnppomtc(l man, foreed by n mean .
spivit of revenge, for the fmprudencios of his

lost to that’ country, lum" onl.) in the unmmtul
" verse of its poct,

Soon after Cnmoum left the court, ]‘mnmnuel
dxud uml wns snc ulc«l h_) John lhl. 'lhnd \\ho.

youth, to leave the country which should have
cherished him as an idol; he has indeed lreaped
eonlsof fire npon its hend, for what woull now
bo known of the brief splemlonr ol the Kinisdom
of Portugal, bk for Cumotns? J\ Fow lines in'a .
(lr) page; of’ lustor : would cmsonly mcnlmu, as’

‘one ol the many events of the sixteenth ccxmxl\" :
tlmt a’eertnin Vauseo de, Gama discovered ‘the
passnge to Indin round the Cape ok Good 1lope,
that the discovery was followed by the conquest

of the eountry by thc Tortugucse, who, however,
had not the power Iunrr to retain their domuuon, V
.uld thc 'y were sour supcncdul by other i lnlwn:.




