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Lot us now read carefully I. Cor. xvi. 1.3. Hero

wO find the wOOkly collection to b taken on the
firat day of the wok. The saine order or con.
mand was givon te tho churches of Galatia. Be
very careful te notice that theso collections were
not for themselves, but for the Jerusnalom brethron.
New road II. Cor. viii. 1.6, Bore tho apostle
takes occasion to inforni the Corinthians that the
churches in Macedonia had contributed to the
saints in Jorusalem. Although thoy were poor,
yet "their povertyaboundod unto their liberality."
Hero js the church at Corinth, the churchos of
Galatie and the churches of Macedonia aIl contrib-
uting to others who were boyond thoir own local
interost. Thora sooms te o in this Scripturo
greater importance placed upon the distribution of
the monoy than upon how it was collectol'. In
theso cases, se far examinod, nothing is said about
collecting funds for thems.lves.

We will now turn te Il. Cor. xi. 8. Wo learn
from this that aul had been proaching the gospel
in Corinth. He was thon as an ovangelist, and
was under wvages. Pleaso don't b too liard on
Paul. It may bo possible ho could take wages and
yet not mako "merchandise of the gospel." But
ny pon is leading me away fron the point in this
lesson, viz., How the apostle was paid while preach.
ing in Corinth? Wo will read fron the New Tes-
tament: "I robbed other churches, taking wages of
thom that I might ministor unto you; and whon I
was present with you and was in want I was not a
burden to any man, for the brethron, when they
came from Macedonia, supplied the ineasure of my
want." It seoms by this the churches in Mace-
donia supported the alostle while preaching the
gospel in Corinth. This is wise as well as just
that the Corinthians should help othera, seeing
thoy wore holped by others.

Wu will cal] your attention now to Phil. IV.
15.16. You will observe that Paul recoived holp
from thesae brothreon in Philippi, net only whon he
was in Thessalonica, but also af ter ho had departed
fron Macedonia. In ail these passages thora is
net a word as te their collocting and appropriating
monies for the support of their home church.
Thoir recorded work was that of mission. The
church in Corinth assisted the saints in Jerusalom;
the churches supported Pau in Corinth; the church
in Thessalonica sounded out the word in Macedonia
and Achai, and Philippi in turn helped the church
in Thossalonica.

This surely is authority enough to convince any
that the work we are now doing in these provirces is
not only necessary but strictly apastolic. We have
said it is aIl right that we should devote our money
or a certain amount of it te the cause in our own
locality. This is not only expedient, but good
common sanse. But whon we devote ail our con-
tributions to our home juteront and neglect the
wanta of other churches and other localities, we
are anti-scriptural and anti-apostolic. To be apos.
tolo and evang#cal, wo must be ovangelistic.
Lot us be as scriptural in appropriating mur money
as we are in collecting it. B. MUInRAY.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF GIVING.

We have no reason todoubt the declaration of
Holy Writ that "it ia more blessed to give than te
recoive." It is more blessed te b able to givc
than te ho in need and b obliged to receivo. Il
is more blessed for the Christian lands te give the
gospel te the heathen than it is te b hoathens and
need the gospel. It is more blessed te have the
disposition te give than it is to receivo what il
bestowed. Now, if we really boliove this record,
why are we se much afraid to act upon it? Iow Il
it that special agents have te bo omplnyed and special
arguments -used te secure money te carry on the
,vangelization of the- worldt Why do not those

who are able bestow their God-given money for
the support of the cause of God without let or
hindrr.nco

Thora are many rensons why it is blessed te give
to God and His caise-

1. It kilts out the covotousones of the human
hoart. ThIis sa no amat blessing. A misorly mati
was about te givo a smoked han te a ministor.
Old Self said, "You can not afford te give him one
se large." Ho replied, "Lot me alono, or I will
give lim ait the hama in tho amokehiouo."

2. It is blessed to give bocause "thor la that
scattorotht and yot increaseth," while "there is that
withholdeth more than ia meet and it tondoth te
poverty." "Ho that sowoth bountiful]lyshall reap
aise bountifully." Tho bessiing of God on what is
loft is botter than tiough we kept the whole. God
is net unrighteous te forget ouir work and labor of
love." God ias connected earthly prosperity with
Christian liberality in every age of the world.

3. It ia blessed to give because it secures spiritual
prosperity. "The liberal seul shall bo mado fat.'
Ris seul shall flourish like the codars of Lebanon.
"Hu tliat watoreth siall be watered aise himsolf."

4. It la blessed to give because what we bestow
îupon earth shall be rowarded in heavon. We have
the huîndred.fold here and eternal life heroafter.
It is laying up a good iommndation against the t; me
to cone, tat we may lay hold uîpot eternal life
Our earthly treasures bestowed for God will become
incorruptible in heavon, "te the praise of tho glory
of his grace."

5. It i blessed te give liberally because we thore-
by beet-ome allied te God and His cause, and have,
an abundant accesa te His grace on earth, as well as
te His glory in heaven. "God will make all grace
abound toward us, that we, having ail sufliciency
in aIl thingo, may abouînd te overy good work."
No Wondor Bo many cry out, "Oh, my leainess,
my leannesa!" They are spiritual starvelings ait-
ting on the poren of plonty, tee mean te give thoir
temporal good, aud, therefore, too mean te aecure
spiritual good. Tltey pray, but thee is no response.
The windows of heaven are closed, just like their
coffers. Givo nothing, get nothing. Give a little,
get a little. Give liberally, s.d receive lîberally.
Such mon know but little of the bounty of a God,
and if they could steatl into herven they would
have so amall a harvest that they wotuld have te
reap it in a little corner by themsolves. Als! I
fear they who have beeu se coitent as just te enter
heaven will find theiselves just outsido, and Satan
will coei and gather thim up to bu burned.

6. It is blessed te give while yot live, su that
the lawyora will net got it after yos are dead.
Take warning, yo mon and women of God, and
scatter before you go home, or the fruit of your
labors may ho pervertcd.

Gospel in ail lands. W. J, MESSERvEY.

LEXINGTO, KENfTUOKY.

It may intereit the readera of TuE CInRISTIAN te
know something of the work done by the studonta
in the Collego of the Bibl'. At the opening of
the present session, the students, realizimg the
great amount of good that might b done among
the poor of this city, doteroiined that a special
effort should be mode during the wintor months te
reach thoso who would net attend places of public
worship.

Lexington, while it may bo called a city of
churches, abounds in wickedness. Various kinds
of employments are engaged in on Sundays, and
many storekeepers display thoir wares for sale as
openly on the Lord's day as at any other time.
Murders are net uncoimon, while petty crimes
are an every-day occurrence. Seeing theimmensity
of work to be dons and the good that might follOw

as the restilt of a special effvrt, arrangomonts wero
at once mado to carry out our good doterminations.
Accordingly, suitable places in different parts of
the city were procutred and our object mode known
te the people in the vicinities. This was more
thon three monthse ago. Sinco thon prayer meet.
inga have been held overy Tiesday night, at which
time the studonts address thoio who attend, and
thus far the results have been encouraging.

In connoction with the social meetings Sunday-
schools have been organized, in which the children
are gathored and instructed from the Word of Life.
rho number enrolled in one school ia 120, and the
other schools arc net far behind in numbors. By
a systematic organizition the families te which
these children bolong are visited, and thus parents
as well as children are reacted, who otherwiso
would net intorest thenseolves in thoso things which
portain te lifo and godliness.

Our Main street and Broadway churches are
alivo te the nods or this city, and already a lot
bas been purçhased on which te build a mission
church iu the spring.

A missionary society has aise been formed called
tha Stuidenîs' Mbissiooary Society of Kentucky
University. Its object is te awaken among us a
livoly interest in mission work, and te cultivate
tise missienary spirit. Tho mosubors trict once a
month, at which timo essays are read and addresses
delivered on the subject of missions. Occasionally
Professera Grahamt, Gruisha, Loos and McG;arvoy
addresa the mneting. Bro. McGarvey's lecture,
dlivered a few weeks sinice, as te "Bow mission
work miay hest ha coîîducted," was tiot oly cloar
and forcible, but showed that the prosent means
empleyed was net incompatible with the teachings
of Ged's WVord.

On Thanksgiving afternoon, Bro. McLean of
Cincinnatti delivered an address to the students,
and in the evening gave a public lecture, his sub-
ject boing, "An accountot the Genoral Missionary
Convention held tast year in London," with which
most of our readers are already familiar. It in
always a pleasure te hear this warm-hearted man
talk on the subject to which his life has beau
devoted; and te say that the lecture was highly
enjoyed, would but faintly express the feelings of
the large audience, which ho held for over an heur,

The members of the aociety pledge themaelves
te contribute a certain amount te the support of
the work every year, and payments are made in
quarterly or yearly instalments. It is the object
of this society te increaa thoir numbors and means
to such an extent that are long they shall b able
te support one of their own members in foreign
lands. Othor ceilegoes in thse United States are
doing this, and wo believe that tie Bible Colloe
eau do the same. As yet the Colloge of the Bible
bas little te bast of in the way of sending out
missionaries, Bro. Snodgses, who last year w'a
sent ont by the Foreign Board, boing the only one;
but we prodict that, under the present influances,
which are se conducive te a cultivation of mission-
ary activity and self-sacrifice, many shall go forth
fron here carrying the glad tidings of salvation te
the dark places of tho earth.

Thus, while busily ongaged in the pursuit of
knowledge, we can find time te do the Lord's work,
cultivating hoarts as well as intellects, and in doing
good te those around us we bonefit oursolves.

We liar a great deal said of missions, both for
and against the present mode of operation; but
lot us remember that wo ail have a part te do in
evangelizing the world, and whother we approve of
the means now employed or net, for the sake of
thosa who have left ail for Christ, lotus make then
feel that the hearts of the brothorbood are behind
then, just as the wave that laps upon the seashore
feels the swing of the great ocean b3hind it.

E..B. BAxIxs,


