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from the hands of a successionally ordained
administrator, then is salvation one of the most un-
certain things in all the realm of human thought,
and universal ruin tho most rational expeetation,
A church built upon such a foundation defies the
assent of common sense and makes it appeal to
fanaticism. D. ¢.

Wik on the Island there came to our notice
one of thie causes of subscribers not getting their
papers.  The careless clerk had placed in a post
offlice box two papers instead of one. The gentle-
man owning the box, being in a hwry and living
at a distance, did not overhaul the postal matter
until home, when to his surprise he found plainly
toritten on one of the papers another man's name.
Any one will see the possibilities of such papers
never being returned to the office.

Tuw dreadful ravages of cholern continue in
Spain. The number of cases for Monday alone
give 1,217 new cases and 471 deaths, And on
Tuesday the 28, throughout Spain the mumber of
cases was 2,316, deaths 855; on Wednesday, ac-
cording to reports, there were 3,168 new cases and
1,252 deaths.  Deaths have been so frequent that
the tolling of church bells have been forbidden.

Tur sarm reception given by the P. B. Island
Brethern, to Bros. IIenry McDonald, Stevenson
and wife now visiting their Island home, must
have awakened in these three brethern holy as-
pirations and a stronger desire to live and act in
this world that others too may have a part in that
Grand Reception, of which these are but foretastes,

Tue General Board, co-operating with the
church in Boston, has purchased a house of wor-
ship for $18,500, which, in 1873, cost $42,500. It
is a brick structure, with auditorium capacity of
seating 600 people, situated on Shawmut Avenue,
near to car lines on either side, and in a very desir-
able portion of the city.

Mn. C. IL SrikueoN rea-lsed his Gty -ficst bictli-
day June 26, About ten thousand peuple assembled
at Stockmere Orphanage to honor the occasion,
This Orphanage now contains between four and
five hundred inmates.

Wi call the attention of our readers, who pur-
pose attending the Annual at Milton, to Brother
Murray’s remarks and kind invitation found uader
the caption, ¢ The Annual Meeting.”

Ur to the present writing no account of the P.
E. Island mceting has been received.  We hope to
receive one hefore our paper goes to press.

ORIGINAL ~ CONTRIBUTIONS.

BENDING TR TWIG. .

D. M’DOUGALL.

In the beginning man was created in the image
and likeness of his Creator.  Christ, in his human
form, was the express image of His person. It is
not only said that man was created in the image
or form of God, but *‘ in the image and likeness of
God.”™ This teaches us that man swas created like
his God in other respects than the mere image or
form. That he was made like his Creator in his
faculties and attributes.

Now we find man, as he came from the hands of
his Creator, possessing & mind, « mind capable of
receiving ntelligence, of cxercising thought, rea-
son, reflection, memory; with various cmotions, as
love, hate, pity, anger, fear, ete. But there is one
faculty of the mind obviously ordained to rulc and
reign as monarch of all the rest; the sovercign
director of all the subordinate powers of the mind

aud body, that is the Will.  Now the powers and
productions of man are rightfully subordinate und
subject to his will.  Our hands and various mem-
bers are rightfully obedient to our will, I it were
otherwise we would have no power of self-control,
Any implement we make, any machine we con-
struct js rightfully subservient to our will.  Any
useful creation of our inventive genius is ours by
right; and this right is respecte@ by our fellow-
men, and protected by the law of the land.  Now
what is man but a creation of the inventive genius
of God; hence rightfully subordinate to s will,
Being the work of God’s hands e claims by right
of invention and construction that man should he
subservient to His will.  God designed this; 1le
requires it now, yea, demands it,  Still, strange to
say, we find man's will at variance with God’s
will.  Now, why does God sufier opposition to
1lis will?  Could o not have created man with-
out this troublesome will, or compelled obedience
to Iisown will?  Ah, yes, Ile conld, but e did
not will to do so. He desired a higher order of
glory than the unwilling service of 1lis creatures,
or the involuntary exercise of a machine, It was
God's purpose and desire in the creation and en-
dowment of man that ITe should have the homage
of intelligent and willing service.  Hence 1Ie has
left man physically free, bhut morally bound to
serve Tlim.  And, having revealed Iis will, which
is holy, just and good, and that vebellion must
only result in disaster to the rebel, what must be
done in order that God’s will shall be supreme
among men.

It has been supposed that man’s will must be
broken, crushed, destroyed, to suppress opposition
to God’s will.

But it is a diflicult matter to break a full grown
tree. Tt is casier to bend it. Besides, the broken
tree is injured; its strength js lost; its value for
mechanical purposes is lessened. While the dended
to a required shape retains all its former strength,
and its value for mechanical uses is increased.
Then why is it necessary that the will of man, so
analvugous tu the tree, should be broken?  Why
showld this esssential and most saluable faculty of
manhood be destroyed.  Breah aman’s will, and,
like the tree, his strength is lust—his pover to do
good or to resist evil.  Bend a man’s will and its
former strength is still retained. Its powers,
formerly given to the service of sin, is now used
in the service of God. In doing Ifis will.

But what power is able to bend the full grown
tree?  The power of man may do this, by the aid
of steam, which softens the grain of the wood and
makes it pliable, and by powerful mechanical ap-
pliances, great timbers are bended and made to
conform to the will of man,  But the full grown
will, what power can bend it?  Man may bind the
body but cannot fetter the will. The Gospel is
the power of God designed for this purpose. By
His love, which softens the will, and makes it
pliable, and by other appliances of divine power
—His mercy, His goodness and 1is promises, all
revealed in the Gospel of His Son, strong wills are
bended and brought into conformity to the Divine
will,

But even this power, strong, wonderful, and
Divine as it is, is often resisted by the stubborn
will of man. llence the importance of ** bending
the ticig. ** As the twig is bent the tree's in-
clined.” When the will is young, tender and pli-
ant it is casily Lended in the right direction, and
trained to grow up intoa symmetrical and beautiful
maturity.

But if the child's is br ken (in accordance with
the prevailing erroncous idea), his power of self-
control is destroyed.  The sovereign director of his
facultics is dethroned, anarchy prevails wnong hig
propensities, and his will, the rightfel ruler of all
his facultics of soul and body, never reganins her
thwone. The result, is he grows up to manhood an

‘rest help defray his expenses.

intelligent being with an imbecile willy with no
foree of will to resist evil, or to do good. Ife con-
sequently falls an easy victim to other forces
stronger than his will, e fails in life; nor
triumphs in death,  The world’s great heroes,
whether religious or secular, whether Luther or
Bismarck, whether Garfield or Gordon, have all
been men of strong will. No one thing is more
needed than strength of will, to enter and run
with patience the Christian race; to fight the good
fight; to continue faithful till death; and to over-
come at last,
Riverside, July 12,

1TUE ANNUAL MEEDPING

Is to be held in Milton, N. 8., the first Lord's
day in September. The church here in Milton
voice the sentiment of all our brethven in their de-
sire for an extra good meeting. We want to see a
large number present.  We promise to take good
care of all who come.  We extend a warm, strong
and long invitation to all the brethern and friends,
with the assurance of a hearty welcome to our
hearts and homes.  Those who come to Annapolis
by boat or rail, will be taken from Annapolis to
Milton and returncd to Annapolis for one fare,
Those who intend cowming ¢his way will be sure to
notify me by postal card, so that suflicient convey-
ance can be provided for all, The boat from
Halifax is due here Tuesdays. Xrom Yarmouth
on Thursdays. 1f any further information is needed
relative to reaching Milton, let us know and we
will gladly send it.

Our Annual Mectings have heen growing in in-
terest. For this reason we venture to say that oup
next will be the best.  We want one, at least, and
more if possible from every church in the two
Provinces, and us many as possible from other
churches.

If in any church there are none who feel able to
attend, let the brethren decideon one and let the
A very little from
cach one will send him to the Aunual.  This will
nut unly lend strength to the meeting, but will
link vur Interest, and therchy  the interest of one
Lecumes the interest of all. We cannot estimate the
benefits of mutual sympathy and fellowship in our
united co-operative work.

Our interest in the cause of God ought to be
broad and extensive enough to cmbrace all the
churchos in the different localitics, so that cvery
church might receive encouragement.

The design of the Annual Associationis not only
that the brother or sister who attends may have a
pleasant time but that the church at home might be
beunefitted and built up.  For this very reason there
should be brethern from cvery church. Every
church should feel that the Annual Meeting is for
them, that our union might be stronger and decper.
We are too far apart, not longitudinal but hearti-
tudinal and the design of our meetings is to shorten
the distance.

We have in our two Provinces twenty-one
churches. If all of these churches could be repre-
sented at our Annuals, we would soon hecome in-
terested in each other’s success, and thus show 2
growth ard strength worthy our plea. TUntil we,
as churches, hecome co-helpers in the general in-
terest of the cause of God we need not look for
much growth at home. * Union is strength.”
Theory will not unite us, but work will. I have
seen persons as well as churches who agree in
theory, yet little unity between them; but the per-
sous or churches who seek to do cach other good,
must, according to the nature of the case, be
strongly united, This is the union ¢*devoutly to
be wished™ and this is the work of our Annual, to
strengthen the cause by umting us in the work of
of God. If a man limps, we say the man is lame.
Why not say his leg is lame? Because we



