ARE WE (N 4

RUT?

A DISCIPLE.

On reading Tue Cpristrax I am led to
ask this question.

It appears to mo the Annual Meeting does
the basiness for our Board; for it says to
them: “We want you to pay so much to
such *places.  Now, go ahead, beg and coax
the funds from the brethren so as to do us
we have voted.” The Board tries, but isonly
able to pay the grants that have been made,
consequently there is nothing to aid any
other needy point.

It seems to me we are tn @ ruf.  Shall we
stay there or shall we get out and go along
on & prosperous journey ?

1st. IIow to keep in the rut.

Tind fault with the Board, say the money
ig being wasted, why don’t they engage onc
of our own men for evangelist? TWhat do
they want to get 2 man from the States for !

I know of persons who profess to be in
favor of our mission work saying these things.
Ot course they do it to help(?) along the
cause. One says *“ Oh, well the Board never
helps us, we won’t help any other pluce ;7 an-
other, ** If the Board will spend $25 here we
will give$10 or $12;” others,**Nova Scotia gets
more than New Brunswick,” some say “ there
iz no good being done, thercare no baptisms.”
““They are paying the preachers too much,
or they are starving chem ont.” Such re-
marks as these will keep us in the rut.

2nd. How to get out.

Say a good word for the board. They get
nothing for what they do and they gve
largely to the fund. Tell that the money is
well spent, because the capital of Nova Scotia
ought to have a strong man; a family like
the oue in Pictou onght to be backed up;
and a more promising point than Main St.,
St. John, is nut in the provinces.

Our own preachers Zave done nearly all
the work for the board. "The board should
be praised for getting an evangelist lhike
Bro. Romig.

Don’t give because we expect to get the
benefit.  All giving should be to bless others.
The idea of getting two dotlars for every one
we give is pure sclfishness, and the man or
church that is governed by 1t cannot prosper.
for God loves cheerful givers, No matter
which province 1s blcssed, all should be glad.
Are we not one family ?

Sometimes it needs much sowing of the
geed and careful * “ling of the soil to get a
good harvest. Ger rally the best grain and
fruit ripen slowly. There will bo a large
increase if we plant and water.

Preachers are usunally like other workmen
—get what they seek for. Good or bad pay,
easy or hard places, Let us put away all
petty personal or place feeling and generously
support the mission work.

If we furnish the funds the men are avail-
able and the doors open for grand work.

Let us realize that this is the Lord’s work
and give as in the sight of him who said,
“It 18 more morc blessed to give than to
receive.”

If we do this we will get out of the rut and
our mission work will run smoothly and
prosperously along the highway of success.

THE CHRISTIAN.

rTHE MINISTERINL DEAD LINE.
HOW 10 AVOID IT.

W. I HARDEM G

What do wo mean by *“ Ministerial Dead
Line ?” I have not been able to find any
standard definition of the term, so I have
made ore to suit my own idea of what is
meant ; it is as follows: That period ina
minister’s hfe when his preaching ceases to
be interesting to his hearers, because of its
sameness ; when his sermons have the same
pet phrasea oceurring over and over again ;
when his sermons lack freshness and life.

In other words, an old fashioned stage
coach on a railway track when there are
plenty of cars, ora tallow candle on an
electric light post when there is an abundanco
of electricity.  Ir you do not Like this defini-
tion you may make one you do like. This
definition is not more applicable to old men
+han to young men.

I. What causes lead up to that condition?
It is not a spontancous growth ; it isa de-
velopment. 1st. Iudolence. We tuke it
for granted that every man must have a
degree of education before he can become a
successful minister. I do not believe a col-
lege training is an essential; for mavy of
vur best men have not had any such traming,
but I would advise all who can to receive 1t.
A man commencing his practical ministerial
carcer, whether a college graduate or not,
must not think he knows it all, now that he
is 2 minister. Some men think they know
the plan of salvation, and can preach faith,
repentance and baptism every time; they
think they bave no nced to prepare a sermon;
they nced not study, their time is spent in
gossip or indolently passing the time God
has given them until it 1s gone npever to
return.  Isit any wonder that such a man
finds empty seats staring him in the face on
Suuday, und the people cold or dead. They
may blame sectarian opposition, or carcless-
ness on the part of the church, but the main
trouble lies with tnemselves.  Let them
arouse, put time and thought into the pre-
paration of their sermons, get in touch with
the people during the week and they will
marvel at the result. .

2nd. Conceit. Now conceit is as bad as
the consumption if they die with it, and it
leads to the dead hine any way. It is sur-
prising what big stortes some preachers can
tell.  What batues they bave fought, what
victories fhey have wou.  They love to have
people admire them, and laud their fine
attempts at oratorical display or rhetorical
finish. They do not ask, What do you think
of Chnist, but What do you think of me ?—
of my sermon ? It 15 needless to say this s
drawing to the dead line.

3rd. There are those who study but get
interested in some side issue, and while they
may become spectalists in the department
they have chosen, and be very useful us far
as they go, yet they are not successful as
ministers of the gospel. [For instance, one
gets interested in the study of language, and
devotes much time to the study of philologv;
another has a literary turn, and devotes his
time to writing poems, cte.; still another
gives special attention to some of the sciences.
Now if wo are to bo successful ministers of
God’s word we need to study these things;
we nced to be interested in the study and
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development of lapguage; wo must have a
taste for Iterature; we nced to know what

L1s the lust word fiom science on some of the

dflicult questions of the day in connection
with the so called conflict between science
aund the Bible. But if we do not want to
become one sided, we must in all our studies
remember that our bLusiness is to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Some ministers de-
vote a great deal of time to the study of
politics. I think & munister bas a right to
vote as he pleases, but he should not spond
his time airing his views, nor be too dogmatic
in his assertions.

We f(ind indolence, ignorance, conceit,
special attention to side issues, are among tho
things that lead up to crossing tho dead line.

{I. What effect does this crossing have ?
Ist. It discourages the ministers. 2nd. It
disheartens the people. 3rd. It croates o
feeling of jealousy in the mawn’s heurt when
he sees others succeoding better than he, and
if one of these deud liners gets into a church
and can’t get anywhere else, and the people
huve wot courage enough torell him to go,
then you soon hear of a dead church.

III.  But the questton of practical interest
is: How to avord it? 1st. Avoid the
causes., Do not think you know it all. DBe
willing to think there is an every day edu-
cation. Be industrious, make good use of
your time. There is no cxcuse for ignorance
10 these days. A man who 13 indolent will
likely be ignorant. Sindy living questions.
Tind out what people need. Put your heart
and soul into the work., “ Do nut think
more highly of yowrself than you ought to
think ** is a wise admonition today. Bea
man, notadude. Be manly. Do not neglect
the poor, and if a single man, do not bs too
fond of the young ladies.  Spurgeon advised
his students to pay particular uttention to
their preparation fur the pulpit.

2nd. Remembet that the mind is governed
by law as well as the body.

3rd. Remember that exercise is the law
of development in the rexim of mind asn
the body. Look at Mr. Gladstone as an
examwple of both. A wmun increases his
musclar powers by using his muscles.  If we
would increase our mental powers we must
use the faculties of the mind.

4th, Do not use too many ready-made
sacrmons,  There are volumes of sermons,
notes, outlines, ete, (snme of them very
good) but one of the surest ways to the dead
line 1s by the road of ready-made sermons.
If the young preacher doos not dig and find
for himselt, thus exercising s mnd and
developing its power; if, instead, he takes
what somebody clse has found, he is sure to
have unused and therefore useless faculties
when he grows older, Gather from every
source and then prodace sometning of your
own. Bees gather from many ilowers, but
turn what they have gathered mto dehcious
honev. So let us fill ¢’ o cells of our minds
with something sweeter than the honey-comb.

5th.  We need systematic study, haphazard
study is some good, but 1s not the best. We
have not time to find out everything, and
the more we know the more convinced we
are that some departmen.s of knowledge
must remain almost closed to nus. DBut we
can shape our reading so as to have it all
bear a practical part 1n our life work. “Chere
18 80 much 1 the old Book, so much about
it, and so many people to reach, that we have
un endless variety of themes constantly beforo
us. If we take a pleasure in our work, life
will ve too short to tell it all,

6th. Remember the work is not ours, wo
aro co-workers with God. Paul may plant,
Apollos may water ; God gives the increase.
We need the fuller realization of our respon-



