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“1 HAVE SET WATCHMEN UPON THY WALLS O!JERUSALEM THAT SHALL NEVER HOLD THEIR PEACE, DAY NOR NIGHT.»
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Poetry.
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L CunQukRol
The glories of our mortal state
Are shadows, not substantial things ;
There is no armor aminst fate §
Death luys kis icy hands on kings,
Sceptre and erown
Must tumble down
And in the dust be equal made
With the poor crooked seythe and spade.
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Some men with swords muy reap.the fiekd,
And plant dresh laurels where they hali ¢
But their strong nerves at-last must yreld,
‘They tame b 1t one another still,
LEarly or late,
They stoop to fate,
And must give up.thar conquered breath,
When they, pale captives, creep to death,

‘The gartands wither on your brow :
Then Loast no mote your mighty deed :
Upon death’s purple altar now,
Sce where the victor-vict.m bleeds 1
Al heads must come
‘Lo the told temb,
Only the actions of the just
Sinefl sweet and blossomn in the dust !

Miscellany.
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DR. CHALMERS IN THE PULPIT.
Prom “ Tle Genius of S-otland,” by the Rev. Rtobert Turnbull

Dr..Chalmers is to preach at Dr. Candlish’s
ehurch, so let us go to henr him. He has lost
something of his early vizour, but retains enough
of it to make him the most interesting preacher
in Scotland or the world, Let us make hasts, or
we shall fail of obtaining a sent. Alvendy the
houseis filled-with an expectont congregntion.
‘The Doctor comes in and all is hushed. 13 is
dressed in. gown and bands, #nd presents a
striking and venerable appearance. Llis seric
carnest aspect well befits his high oftice. Ii-
is of the middle height, thickset and braway, but
but not corpulent. Iis face is rather broad, with
high ciieek bones, pale, and as it were carc-worn,
well formed and expressive. Mis eyes are of
a leaden colouy, rather dull when ip a.state of re-
pose, but flashing with a half-smothered fire when
faicly roused, 1is nose is broad and lion-like,
Lis mouth one of the most expressive parts of his
coyotenance, fum,a little compressed und'stcm,
indicating courage and enerzy, while his forehead
is.ample and kLigh, as one might naturally suppose,
-covered with thin, straggling grey hair, 1l
reads a psalm in a dry guttural voice—reads a
few verses of Scripture, without wmuch encrgy or
upparent feeling, and:then offers a bricf, simple,
carnest and striking prayer. By the way, the
Doctor’s prayers are among his most interesting
exercise. 1le is ulways simple, direct, reverent,
and occasionally quite original and striking, You
feel, while jnining in his-devotions, that a man of
genius and- piety is léading your willing spirit up
t the throne of God. Ilow styiking, for example,
" when he calls us to remember “that every hour
that strikes, every morning that dawns, and every
evening that darkens around us, brings.us nearcr
to the end of our pilgrimage.” Yet he has no
mouthing or mannerism in this solemn cxercise,
He is not making but offering a prayer, s
tones are earnest and solemn ; most manifest it is
that his soul is holding intimate fellowship with
the Futher of Spirits. ‘

But he announces his text—1 John iv. 16,
“God is Jove”—a fext from which he las
preached before ; but no matter for that.r Ile
commences with a few broken sentences, pro-
tiounced in a harsh, tuneless voice, and with a
strong Scottish accent. ‘Lhe first feeling of a
stranger would be that of disappointment, and ap-
prebeusion that the discourse was to prove a fail-
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It may be well to state here, that Chalmers is
a slavish reader—that is he reads every thing he
says—but he reads so naturally, so earnestly, so
energetically, that manuseript and everytliing clse
is speedily forgotten by the astonished and de-
lighted hearer.
- He proceeds with W5 subject—God is fove.

-

His ghiect, as announced, is not so much to eluci-
date QP thought or idea of the text, as to dis-
lodgeTrom the minds of his hearers the dread and

ayerdion for God, existing in all unregenerate m: .
He insists, in the first place, that it is not as a
God of love, that the Deity is regariled by mea-

Kind—but simply as God, asa being nysterious

and dreadlul, abeing who lias diéflecjsure fowards
them'in his heait. "This arises from two causes

—-the first, that they are ignorant of " this great
‘sad awfully mysterious Being—the ocond, S

, y mysterio \ , Fecf'ﬁud, t
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m the person of luy Son, so that we wmay know
micand fuve bun as a Lather and a ficd ) and,
steondiy, by the free purdon of o sin, through
the racnfice of the cress,  The divasion 1s rather
awkward; but it serves the puipose of the
preacher, who thus brings out sume of the most
subline peediavities of the Gosped, and applies
them with overwhelming foice and pathos to the
sinper's heart,  Under the first head, be shows,
in language of uncemmon encrgy, that it is im-
possible for man, in his present state, to regmd
a being so vast, so mystesious, and so little kuown
s UUS, except with supastitivns diead,  « All
regacding Lim,” says he, s duscrutable ; the
depihs of his past cternity, the mighty and un-
known extent of his creation, the secret policy or
end of lis govermnent—a government that em-
braces an inbinity of worlds, and reaches forward
to an infiuity of ages; all these leave man a being
so chrcamscribed bty facultics as man, so Himited
in his duration, and therefove so limited in bis ex-
perience, in profuundust ignerance of God; and
then the inaceessible relivement in which this God
hides hunself from the observation of his creatures
here below, the clouds and dackness which are
about the pavilion of his throne, the utter iuability
of the powers of maa to reach beyound the con-
fines of that pavilion, render vain all attempts to
fathom the eéssence of tiod, or to obtain any Qis-
tinct conceptin of Lis person or being, which
have been shrouded in the devp silence of many
centuries, insomuch that nature, whatever it may
tell us.of his existence, places between our senses
and this mighty cause.a veil of interruption.”

1t.is not wunatural to dread such a being, Na-
ture, though full of God, furnshes no clear and
satisfying evidence of his designs; for sunshine
and:shower,.green fields and waving harvests, are
intermingled with tempests and hurricane, blight
and mildew, destruction and deathe < While, in
one case, we have the natural aftection and un-
numbered sweets of many a cottage, which might
serve to-manifest the indulgent kindness of Him
who is the universal-parent of the human family ;
'1¢ have, on the other hand, the cares, the heart-
burnings, the moral discomforts, often the pining
sicknessJor the-cold and cheerless poverty, or,
nore pulpably, the fierce contests and mutual dis-
tractions, even among civilized men; and lastly,
and to consammate all, the death—the unshaken
and relentless death with which generation after
generation, whether among the abodes of the
prospecous-and the happy, or among the dwellings
of the adverse and uufortuuate, after a-few years
are visited, laying all<the votaries of ‘human for-
tune in-the dust—these all bespeak, if not a ma-
lignant, an oflfended. God.”

But this vague-uncertainty and dread are-cor-
rected and displaced by the incarnation of the
Deity in the person of Christ—¢ the brightness
of the Iather’s-glory-and the express image of
bis person.”  © The Godhead then became palp-
able to-human senses, and man-could behold, as
in‘a picture, and in distinct personitication. the
very characteristics of the Beinz that made bim.”

Upon this idea, a favorite one with Dr. Chal-
mers, he dwells with the profoundest interest, pre-
senting it with a strength of conception and éxu.
berance of illustration which makes it clear and
palpable to the minds of all. Ilow his heart
alows, almost to-bursting, with the sublime and
thrilling idea that God is manifest in the flesh.
How he pours out,as m a torrent of light, the
swelling images and emotions of his throbbing
spirit. ¢ We could not scale the Leight of that
mysterious ascent which brings us within view of
the Godhead. It js by the descent of the God-
head unto us that this manifestation has been
made ; and we learn and know it from the won-
drgys bistory of him who weat about doing good
contjnually, . We could not go in scarch of the
viewless. Deity, through the depths and vast-
nesses 6fghfinity, or-divine the secret, the untold
purposes that were brooding there. But in what
way could a more palpable cxhibition have been
made, than whén the eternal Son, enshyined in
humanity, stepped forth on the platform of visible
things, and there proclaimed the Deity? We
can now reach the character of God in the hu-

man Jooks. in the human language of Him who 15

the very image and visible representative of the
Deity ; we see it:in the tears of sympathy he shed ;
we hear it in the accents of tenderness which fell
from his Jips. Iven his very remonstrances were
those of a deep and gentle nature ; for they are
remunstrances of deepest.p.thos—the complaints
of u longing spirit against the sad perversity of
men bent on their own ruin.”

Not content with this clear and-ample exhibi-

* In Jookng over-the Doctor’s E:itnted works, we have
f?:nd this discourse in a somewhat different garb from
that in which we' have preveiited it. We were not at
first aware of this, or we might have selected some other
discourie; for it wad eut g0od: for'- 2e-tér-hece the Doctor

frequently, .. This and ‘wther . delineations Kowever, are
ukmfro);t personal oboefvgtion. !

tion of his views, he returns to ity as with re-

doubled interest, and though presunting no new
Lot l‘l‘l"" Upuli the |~Oiut, de :;514(4 {u prone upon
it the exubesant sadiance of his teeming imagina-
tiun,  'Che heavers, too, are as interested as he,
and catch with delight the varymg aspects of his
peculiar eratory . Infact, theie minds are iy per-
feet sympathy and lanmony with his; and tears
stast Lo every €ye, as hie bursts out, os il applying
the subject to bimsclfy in the foilowing beautitul |
and affeetng stylei—DPrevious to this mm\ifvsta-f
on, &5 lung as 1 had nething before me but the
unseen God, my wind wandered i ancertainty,
my busy faney was free to expdiate, and s im-
ages filled iy heart with disquietede and terror
but in the lile, and person, and history of Jesus
Christ, the aftributes of the Deity are brought
down to the observation of the senses, and 1 can
no longer mistahe them when, in the son, who is
the express image of his 1'ather, I see them car-
ried home to my understanding by the evidence
and expressicn of human organs—when I see the
Linduess of the Yather in the tears that fell from
the Son at the tomb of Lazurus—when I sce his
Justice blended. with his mercy,-in the exclamation,
« O Jerusalem,.Jerusalem-!” by Jesus Christ, ut-
tered with a tone more tender than human bosom
or human sympathy ever uttered—I feel the judg-
ment of God himself flashing conviction an my
‘conscience, and calling me to repent while his
wrath is.suspended and-he still waiteth to be gra-
cious 1

But a more distinct and well-grounded reason
for distrust and fear, n reference to the Deity,
arises from the consciousness of guilt. In spite
of ourselves, inspite of our false theology, we
feel that God has.a right to be offended with us,
that he is.offended. with-us, and not.only so, that
we deserve his displeasure.  "This, he shows, is
counteracted by the doctrine of the atonement:
« Jlerein is-love, not that-we loved him, but that
he Joved us,.and sent liis son into the world to: be
a propitiation for our sins.” By the fact of the
incarnation, a conquest is gained over the.imagi-
nation haunted with the idea of an unknown.(iod;
so also by that of the atonement, a conquest is
gained over the solid and well-grounded fear of

ilt. "This idea.the Doctor illustrates with ¢qual
force and beauty, showing that by means of the
sacrifice of the cross, justice and merty are
brought into harmony, in the.full and free pardon
of the believing pemtent. By this mears the
great hindrance to free communion with God is
taken away, Guilt is cancelled for the sake of
Him who died, and the poor trembling sinner is
taken to the bosom of Infinite Leve, “In the
glorious spectacle of the cross we see-the mystery
revealed, and the compassion of the parent meet-
ing in fullest harmony with the now asserted and
now vintlicated prerogative of the Lawgiver. The
Gospel is a-halo of all the attributes of God, and
yet the:pre-eminent manifestation there-is God as
love, which will shed-its fustre amid all the per.
fections:of the Divine nature. And here it should
be specially remarked, that the atonement was
made for the sins of the whole world; God's
direct and primary ohject being to vindicate the
truth and justice of the Godhead. Instead of
teking from his love, it only gave it mure emphatic
demonstration ; for, instead of love, simple and
bending itself without difliculty to the happiness
of its objects, it was a love which, ere it could reach
the guiity bemng it groaned after, had to force the
barriers of a necessity which, to all human ap-
pearance was insuperable.” With this fine idea
the Doctor concludes his discourse, prescnting it
with-a mingled tenderness and vehemence of style
and tone perfectly irresistible. ¢ The love of
God,” he exclaims, * with such an obstacle and
trying-to get over it, is a higher exhibition than
all the love which radiates from his throne on all
the sinless angels. "The affirmation that God is
love is strengthened by that other, to bim who
owns the authority of Scripture, that God so loved
the world—I call on you to mark the emphatic
so—as to give his only-begotten Son. e
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all ; or that cexpression, ¢ herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he ioved us, and|.
gave his Son to be a propitiation for our sivs.
"Lhere is a mor~}, a depth, an intensity of meaning,
a richness of sentiment that Pau! calls unsearch-
able, in the cross of Christ, that tells emphati-
cally’lhat God is righteousness and that God is
love.?

Such is a feeble and imperfect outhne of a rich
and-eloquent discourse, from one of the richest
and most impressive texts in-the Bible, But we
caunot transter to the written or printed page,
the tont:,n:lqok, ml‘ndl manner,. the ::vuh!;m, tbﬁ
natural overwhelming energy, the pathos an
power of tone, which “t::lglthp hepver as with the

shacks.of s apiritual electricity. It is thia pecu-
liar enorgy which distingwishes Clalmers, and

which distmguishes all great osators; His mind

is on fire with his subject, and transfers itsif all

glowlng to the minds of his hearers, Jor the
time being, all are fused into one great whole, by
the recistloss might of bis burning cloquence.  In
this respeet, Clalmers has been theught to ap-
proach, nearer than any othor man of modern
times, the style and tone of Demosthenes, His
manner has a torrent vehemence, a sca-like swell
and sweep, a bannered tramp as of armies rushing
to deadly conflict.  With one-hand on his manu-
seript, aud the other jerked forward with electric
energy, he thunders out his gigantic perieds as if
winged with *vollied lizhming.” The heavers
are astonished —awed—cariied away —Jifted up as
on the wings of the wind, and borne ¢ whitherso-
ever the master listeth.”

DECEDPTION,

I do not think any conduct. professing untruth
can be right, strictly speaking, though I'am quite
willing to allow that a difference of opinion on that -
score may cxist with conscientions persons. It is
hard to define what amounts to a profession some-
times.  Almost infinite are the shades of différ-
ence between o direct falschood, and an assertion
which, though literally true, either did originate in
the least possible intention to deceive, or was in- .
tended to pzoduce. the sinallest falschood, Tt j
often impossible to attempt concealment without
attempling deception. , ‘To avoid the existence of
concealment is frequently, in a strict sense, impos-
sible,  Co attempt to conceal, and to permit.the
cXistence of conccalinent, are, however ‘distinét
things—the distinction between which it is fre-
quently important to keep in mind { passiveness
and inactivity should often be the rule. Whena
plam and full explanation of thé whole truth can-
not be attempted,—I need hardly say, that jo
numberless cases it would be most foolish;and
wicked, and that in many it would be impossible -
for want of time and.other circumstances—it, must
often. be-obvious that to explain only-a.part. of the
truth would amount of itself to positive deception.
By that part being severed from its unexplainable
connexion, a false impression is- necegsarily, pro-
duced. Ilence again the propriety of passives
ness, if it were-only to avoid attempted deception.
In.recommending general openness, or the ayoid-
ance of attempt either to deceive or to -coneeal
gencrally, I would by no means be understood:to
recommnend to any person the practice of giving
unusual and: uncalled for explanations, -even when
they can be given with case, and without any ap-*
parent ill consequences, Explanations-that, whea
they are desired, are due and -ought to-be given,
frequently ought not to be .given simply.for:the
reason that they are not desired. I cannot.easily
conceive anything within the range of probably
frequent.occarrence much more offensive than the
habit of: obtruding explanations; or even allusisns
touching matters of past conduct or duty,or the
breach of them. Generally, where an explanation
is due andis desired, it should be given in:plkin
language. Generally, I -think the rule will hold
good, that when a person ought to allude to
any mianner, he ought to allude to it plain:fan-
guage. Among the advantages of that rule-are
its tendency to prevent deception and mistakes;

A Trve NosLeman.—Tu the course of ax
address made by Lord Roden, at the auniversary
of the Irish Sunday School Soeiety in Dublia,
that nobleman said :(— I became a teacher of &
Sunday School in 1849, and from that period up
to the present, with of course the exception of °
being oceasionally called away-from it by varieus
other duties, I have always been enrolled as -one

engagedin such an office, and I can sincerér_y
say that the result of that object has fullv an-

swered every expectation and desire which the
fondest feeling of my heart entertained. (Ap-
plause.) Our Sunday Sclhiqol now consists upes
an average, of about sixty boys and eighty girla ;
I have-the privilege of teaching the head class
among the boys, now young men, but in the course
of instruction in the school, we are now teaching
the children of those who have been taught and
sent out into the world from our school, and I
could name several—I know of many—and.there
are many of the number whom'1 am not able te
name; but I trust 1 shall see them where their
names shall appear as the fruits-of the instruction
which theyreceived from that blessed book whick
is the grand object of Sunday Sclool teaching.
I could name several of our Sunday School sche- .
lars who never received any other instruction thea
what they derived from the Sunday, School, who'
are now filling mostresponsible and bigh stations i . v .
the phere of life, throughout different parts of e’ e
country., One or two of then aré stewards of 'u,
gentlemen who repase the. greatest confidence s’

them 3 o are filling menial offices, as servints .
'u’rbtq’oea,% hqu{rofu thase who g'gp}oy C :\
the greatest cliaracter.” S
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