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CHAPTER XITL
IN THE PARX.

The name of Jumes Redmond had o magio
effect apen Neass, whovo mind, despitoits
youthful clasticity, had nover been able te
1 brow off the drcadnnd borrorimpressod upon
it by tho tortible events of tho night at tho
Towers. Thisunknown fr.end’raincerity wos
marked in lis face ¢ his waming was nog to
be disregarded. Sho diow \'i&omunly on the
remn and the mare who, at the touch of her
whip, had started forward, freclns « bridto
with o toss of tho hoad from Erie's hand,
now suswered with s show of temper, rear-
ang on her hind legs, and thon ing «ith
kead down, guivering nostrils, and swisling
tail. The niding master, who had  kopt
stohdly aloof, watching theproocedings fromn
the tail of his gyo in readiness to meet an
om icy, uow pressing to Nossa's sido,
nakcj, ina low tone, if ehe neoded his assist-
ace.

¢ Please leave 1o fora few minutes,” sho
said ; and then tus . \ing to Ericsho bent down
in her saddle, saying, in a voico treanulous
with anxiety, ¢ d% uo! understand you.
Tell mo what you mean.”

Beautiful sho looked with her lithe young
figure bent-thuy, hér paled cheek, ber pret-
tily.curved: lips parted in_expectan=y, her
large dark cyes dilated likea frightened
¢ oos—;nloroxbautli{ful thaa o;'a ; e had
A red to Eric. Ho ap {a that won-
dgrfwxﬂ faco mute fora mm. and then her
peril gave him the power to spoak which
adoration *~d taken from him.

“Your . is in donger,” he said, My
father told me this moming, and sent me to
save you. You have msured your hice. Tho
wretch who holds thoe J)ohc)' has betrayod
you to Jamnes Redmond that ho may take
Fouaway and put you to death. Thoy have
no souls—nolove. They will kill yor o get
moncy. It does not seem truc, but it is truc
~—Ubchieve me."

“I do belicveit. I have escaped once.™

“You may ‘not cscape again if you fall in-
to that man's’hands. Go tomy father. Sec,
that is his namne, and that is where you will
find him.” He puta canl in her hand. “Aly
sister is with him. She loves you, and my
fathier loves you ~Iso. To-night we go to our
honte in Copenhagen. If you will come with
us, no one in the aorld shall take you away
—mt while ] live. *

Wonder gave ylace to gratitude, and
with that fecling wanmnizg her Lmart tho
girl's cyes twinkled, and her face became
fushed with rich eolour and melted into a
smile. She was moved t. something moro
then gratitude by this act of unsought
fricndship, by the devotion  in the cyes of
this honest, good lovking young fcllow. She
was won by his simplicity and earmestness,
which gnined by the fortign accent with
which ke spoke, and certain quatat idiomatic
terms which would look ridiculous in
wrting.  “ If I were a man,” she thought,
*¢ ¥ would give Inm 1oy band, and show him
Ho must have
read that wish in her eyes, for ho ustine.
tively raisod bis haud as ho said —

“ Besieve g, weare very truo fnends.”

“ You have thown me that,” she sud,
and pawsing tho™éard to hier left hand she

droera.bet’ﬁ $ fnlo his. What he did
. wit iglhodiﬁoﬁ %%k (o koo, being

ied-in rosding
Th R et

“ Mrs, Redmoud will not leave London
with us.”

* Arc youaure”

** Yea; 1 have boen to the house.”

¢ Ah, sho tald you sho wonld not pa, 1
remouber she dreads tho aea.”

+No, it is not thul,” eaid Edo, after a
bricf silence.  ** T must tell you thoe truth.
When M. Radmond yos ~ut of the houss
ahie will b» taken toprison.”’

“Prison ” Nessa exclaimed in terror.
Taken to prison ! Why 1"

*¢ Recauso she 13 not o good waman,”

Nossa was silent o momont; thon she
aaid—

¢+ Oh, I am sorry you should say so. It
is 0 unjast ~so cruclly untrue. Shois the
best friend 1 hovo in the world.  She has
raved my life, and she has given up overy-
thing for my sake. I might hovo atarved in
London alone. She luumann(.:cd my aflairs,
and given meall that I have.’

Eric looked up at herin joy, wishing his
father were thero to hear this confirmation
of the gicl's simplicity and innocenco.

**\What wrong has she done?”
asked, angrily.

¢¢ Sho has given you what was not hers to
grve—~bought mauy things in your namo
which you cannot hope to pay for.”

¢ Everything was for me, and every far-
thing ehall be paid when the mnn who .
sured my lifo pays ino what he promiesd to

Nessa

‘“He will nover do that.  He ia plettin,

to get Mrs. Redmond scnt to prison, nnﬁ
ut you into the hands of the man who will
cstroy you.”

* Then be has done the wrong, not my
fricnd.. Ob, you must sce that she 1s not in
fault.”

I may have doue ber an injustice.™

¢ You Aare done her an injutice,” Nessa
said, ficreely, *‘aud you have vronged me
too. Ob, bow ill you iust think of me—
what an ungrateful coward I must scem - to
belisve that I would run awnay to be out of
dauger, and leave hier to face alone the
troublo she had brought upon herself fur
my sake ! But I am nota coward ; let them
do their worst.”

Her nostrils dilated.  Sho sct her teeth
and knitted her brows as ahie quickly gath-
cred up the rein that had slipped fram her
hand,

“What are you geiug tode ?™ Enc cniad,
ia entreaty, again putting lis hand upon
the reun.

**I am going to my fricnd,” she auswered,
resolutely. ¢ Please tako your hand fromn
the rein.”

*“Youcan do nogood.”

“I can try. 1can tell the truth, and no
ope can convict my friend when the truth s
knm'm. I must call for helpif you detaun
me.”

“One moment, I implore youn. Yeu aro
throwing vour life away. f’. is not my
opimion, but the awsurance of the police
themselves, You cannot mve your friend;
bat I can. And I will, though you do not
know howmuch it costs me.’

She had reason to remember those wonds
Inter on with aching regrot; at the monent
they only inspired hope.  Agam she keld
in her mare, and bent down to listen to hes
scarcely audible voice. He was speaking
rather 10 himself than to licr, as he Lhurriec
1, murmured —

“Sarcly 1t can be done We shall find
mear It iy your hifc that has to bo maved
That is what I have to think of.”

“You zay you will save her?” said Nessa.

“Yes, if you will zave yourself.”

“What am [to do?”

“Go tn some place of safety, and stay
there until § brng your fnend to you.”

] will go to your father.”

“No,” xud Enc, shaking his head 1n sad
aess; *‘ you must not go to ham.”

Nesxa's mind was oo occupied with the
thought of her friend’s cacape to aec the mg-
ificance of this prohibition.

23 X-could go to the ndm& school 1n Fina

! sho sugrested, quickly.

Ao, that iswell, That gentlensan will

akocarenf you  Wait patizutly. 1 will
ugq?a:l ~

\ T, 30y,

*Bhiwill ziever
T A

do, F-wilLngver ongcby—it.f'.
d _So'? all Eﬁé. to ‘!iﬂz‘

,:EX%’Q‘&—I? dohat,”
.‘ "’i ’ : f, t.

fo}lnwcd hier with bis oyos, his heart achmng
with regrot as ho ranenibored the eager joy
of wutching for hier coming day after duy,
und realised that henceforth ho was nover
more to look for that dear faco. By an
«ffort of resolution ho turmed awny that ho
might concentrato all his thovshit on the
thing he had undertak..n to do for her.

Aftor a minute's reflection b mald to tho
calipan, putting a soveroign in his hand—

“That is for whnt you have deae. Now
pay attention to what I say, and do as I tel)
you, and 1 will givo you twice as wmch.”

** Right yqu aro, sir,” said the cabman,
touching his hat, and bending down to re-
veivo instructionn

* IVirat, drive back to the houss where
you get mo down

4 fho Pines, aie?”

*Yes; but go back by a different way,
Eo that your horse's heaw 2 towands Cuaring
‘ross.’

¢ I understand, sir,”

1 skl go into tho house. But some
ono clse will como out and got into the =ab.
You will bo ready to afart at any momunt ;

ou will not \\‘aft for anythiugs wout tho
ustant that pereon 18 in tho cub yeu will
30.”, . .

5 Like a shot,”

*“That is s0. Two men are in front of
tho house.”

*1sco 'emn sir. One passed the time o’
dny to me; but Inever enter wto ne con-
sersation witl: any ono when I've got a
gentleman fare ™

“(iood ! Thosc men may try to atopyon ;
but you must not lct them.”

I give ‘em a doing it they try. Of
courne, ar, if thoy gets hold of the animal’a
head—"

“They won't dothat, I think; but they'll
prolably run after you, and call out to you
to stop.”

“Well, they'll have to run like ateam to
catch ne; and asfor hollering they'll screech
theisclves hoarse ‘fore ever they’il mako me
hear. No fear, sir, a8 long as they’re not
hanging on to the horse.”

*\When they are quite out of sight, you
will open thetrap, and take your dircctions
from the perso . insido. When you have sct
down that person, you will tako thu card
to tho Charaig Cross Hotel, If I am not
there, my father will give you payment.”

He gavo the card on which bo haf writ-
tena few wonds to his father while con-
cluding his iustructions, aund Epmng iito
the hunsom. Thedriver storted off at a spocd
that showed his determination to camn his

Y.

p"?(’ho labourcrs wero still waiting ut the
corners of the street. There wers two gates
to thednve that fermed asewicircle before
the housc: the first stood open. Eric enter-
ol by the next, which he flung back iu pas-
s, Tho cab drew up before that one, as
bewng the furtheat removed from  the corner
of the stre:t.

Eric scut his card to Mrs, Merrivale, wach
the wunds, ‘“on a matter of importance,”
written under his name. e was shown
into a sitting room. Mrs. Merrivale came
down in a conple of minutes with the cand
1n her hand and a look of surprise on her
face, which was not lessened when she recog-
nized her visitor.

In a few words Enc haid the wwholo case
before her, dwelling only on Nesaa's -
crous refusal to xavo herself while her fricod
was in danger. That scemed to interest
Mrs. Mernivalo far less than the question of
her own eacape.

** You say thosc wretchesare waiting out-
side to take me: how am I to get away ¥
she aaked, shaking with fear.

** Will you follow my direction ™

** Certamly.”

¢ You have o carrisge ™

“Yes”

** Can you depend on the driver ™

“Ifit’s to hia interest ™

I will make it to s interest.  Have
i"ou any fomale semvant you can teust to
clp us?

** You can trust an,
worth her while to
anything for mor.ey.”

*“Io you know if thero is one more
anxions the rest to get money ¥

Mre. Merrivale reflocied 2 moment, and
deaded that tho b id was tho yJroe-
dicst of E-llm

** Lot her dress at oneo in your clothes

the best you have — tho things you we <id
wear if you were going to got things at sho
Let her wear 3 thick vaal that cannot
scen throogh, and fasten 1t 20 that 1t cannnt
Lo raired canly.”

“I17 sew it

“t Do not forget to let her woar gloves. ™

¢ She shall koep her hands in my maff if
she can't got my gloves on.”

¢t At the same time you will d~ss yoar
acll Jor gowg out, asmmply as 7 «sible, nnt
toatttact atlention, Coaceal your hair if

one if you make 1t
elp yoa. They'll do

¢ Lot another servant pack n valice with
a complete change of clothes for Miss Gra.
hame, Hat, $lo\'ca—-do not forget auything.
Hor safoty—*

© Al ri’l;m ¢ all right,” intorruptod Mrs.
Morrivalo, impationtly. ¢ And whet we're
dressed sa you suggost, whot thent”

“ Wihero is your coschinan 1

* Down stairs.”

** How long shall you bo packing the
valiso and dreasing ¥

* Twenty minutes.”

*Then tell your man to boat the front
door with the carringe by that timo—the
horso's hioad to tho weat, so that tho car.
riage will goout by the gatentureat tho cor-
ner of the streot.”

** yes-~what then v’

I shall got Into tho carriags with your
scevant.  If thoy arv detectives at tho cor-
ner of tho street thuy will stop the carringo
before it hins gone a dozen yards. 'l‘ﬁo
moment you sce them occupled in arresting
your scivant, you will alip out by the other
gate, and jump iuty the cab 1 havo left
there, The driver bins orders to start off at
once in the other direction, and ns zoon as
ho flndz “ho is out of dangor, ho will ask

ou where ho is to drivo to.  You will tell
iim to tako you to Radford’s in Finsbary,
where your friend is waiting in droatiul
ruspense for you.”

“*Not I,"said Mrs. Mcrrivalo emphati-
cally, “ I'm not going to Radford’s. 1shall
mako for Victoria, and take tho first train
that leaves tiere.  I'll wiro Nessa whero sho
can find me.”

Eric concealed his  disgust under a stiff
inclination of thie head. Perhaps ho did not
wholly dislike n decision which gave him
z;no portunity of bofricnding N«ssa a little

urther.

The carringo drove up to thedoor as Mry
Merrivalo and the housemaid wero comin,
dowustairs—the Iatter thickly veiled and
wearing . scalskin mantle and nufl, which
her mistress had taken the precaution to

ad to her own proporticns. She: was skilledt
in this sort of work, and had «ven added o
the disguisca knot of false huir, which
shonc out below the Llack vesl on the back
of tho girl's head.

“\Whero is tho valiso witl Miss Gmhame's
dress Y Enic asked.

“0h, I've torgotten allabout thut, There's
20 time to get it now.”

“But I wil not go without it,” gaid Eric,
fiemly.

With a stamp of hier foot anda coarse
word, Mrs. Merrivale tumed and man up-
stairs. When sho came  down  with tllllo
portmapteau Xrie opened it.  He was not
careless about the least thing that concerned
Nessw

I do not ace any hat,” ho said.

With another remonstrance Mra, Merri.
vaie returned to the room aboveand brought
down a toque anda fur jacket as well, for.
secing that she might bo senl up agaiu if
she omitted that

She stood back as Eric opened t&~ door.
A round hat and a pir of cyus wero visible
over tho wall between the two gates.  Erie
gave his arm to tho housemaid and led her
down to the carringe, teking the portman.
teau in his right hand.  Raising his hat he
opened the door, and when the girl was
seated, lo put the portmantcau at the
coxchman's feet, maying, in a Jow voice~—

“Radlord’s riding school in Finxbnr{
You shall have a pound if you get thero in
half an bour.

He took theseat beside the housemaid.

My girl,” said he, I will give you five
}xzuuds if you prevent any one secing your

ace for five minutec. A man will try to
sco Eour faco dureetly ; do not lot Jum suc-
cout.”

Anxious to secitre his sovercign tho coach-
man swept down the drive and out into the
raad in fine stylo. The labourcrs made a
dart at the dorses head, but the carnago
had gone twenty yards Leforo it was brought
ton stand. Cne of the nicu stepped up and
soated bimself beside the drpver ; tho other
came to the side of the carziage.

“\We don’t want to mako 1t unpleasant,
sir,” said he, “but this lady’s got to go to
<he rolicostation with us.  You can get out
if you like, and I will take your place.”

“You will do nothing of the kind. X
refuse to lot you take this lady anywhero
until you show me your :mthonti'."

I ean pretty soon do that.  I'vegot the
warrent 10 my ct. and I know Mrs,
Mernivale there better than gshe knows me. ™

“Charlic,” saul the manon the box ina
sharp tone of alarm as he turned round,
‘‘there's a female booking it 1n that cab,
Have you got the right one thure?”

Charlio glanced at tho cab, and then
plucked at the housemaid’aveil s butshewas
prepand for this, and met tho attack so
well that two valuable minates were loat

befare her veil was removed and then only
with her bonzet and the knot of falsc hair,
‘ Bilkod 1" ho cried, aghast,
“1 thought a3 muck,” said his maig




