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GREAT BRITAIN.

BY H. M. H.

“Rired at the eound my genius ep-eads her wlog,
And files where Britsla coarts the western spring §

« e e e . e e
There all around the gentlest brcezes strsy;
There gentle musioc melts on every spray §
Orentlon's mildesy charms eve there combined:
Extremes aro only in the master’a mind,

Storn o'er each bosom Reason holds her state,
With darlog afm; rregulatly great ”

Thus wrote Goldemith in 1764, A wan-
derer in a forelgn land, his thoughts turned
longingly toward home, The *‘ses glrt
Isle,” whose langusge had been to him a
passport throngh the countries of ths con-
tinent, was ntill the dearest epot on earth,
His poetic toul overflowed with patrlotic
fervor as ho scuaded forth Britain's pralses
in the exquisite lines above guoted, Bat
what was the Britain of 1764 compared
with.that of to-day. A century since the
language was epoken by toaroely nine mil-
Hons of people; at the present time over
one hundred millins of the earth's inhab-
ftantaspeak the Eaglish tongue.

Sinoe the world began, and slnce the
first natlon was born, there has nsver ex-
isted an organio community so vast, so varl-
o1, s0 complex, #o atrangely conatitated
an the British Empire at the prezont mo-
ment, In what portion o1 the globe may
not the ubiquitons Engliskmen or his
equally omnipresent brother from Sootland,
Irelsnd or Wales, be foun1? How world.
wide and diversifisd are the interests whioh
the government of Victorla grards and con-
trols, In every zome snd region of the
s gound world * her rule extends.

Shall I attempt $o enumerate the counteies
over which her scepire aways? In Eairope
~a% home-~she has hex own ¢ right little,
tight littlo leles 5" in Ajia she owns India,
Burmah, and Oeylon, not to mention Aden
Hong Kong, and Socotra; jn Afrioa she
now holds one foot planted tentatively in
Egypt, and the-other firmly pressed down
at the Cape ; In America she starts at the
north with our own Dominion—the fairest
jowal of the Empire—and ends at the south
with the Falkland Islands ; in Australasis
she rules alone the whols contlnent ; Aus-
tralia, Now Zaland and New Guinea, are
already hers, while Borneo Is being rapld-
ly subjugated. She has her own Siberia in
the North-weat Passage ; in the tropics she
has $he West Indies, Sonthern Indis, Cey-

le%, and Singapore ; ia the temperate zone
are Canada, Now Zsaland, the Cape and
Australin. Every zea and ocean is stadded
withjher island gems, They sparkle beneath
the shimmering Aurora ; they flash forth the
rays of the temparate moon, and glow
‘neath the ¢ direoter rays " of the tropical
sun, In the Girman Ocean she holds the
a'randed 102k of Heligeland ;in the Madi-
tarranean Invulnerabls Gibraltar rears its
deSant head ; Malta gives her one station
on her road to India ; Aden secures her the
pausge of the Red Sea, In the Jndian
- Osean shs keopy Miuritiur; in  the
China seas she retains Hong Kong,
and the recently annexed Port Ham
flton ; crossing the Pacific she rests at
Fiji; on the broad Atlantic her fronolads
and vessels of trade coal necurely at their
ease at St Helenas and Ascension, at Bar-
muda and the Falklands, An empire a0
widely distributed, so pervaslve, 80 territo-
rial, somaritime, a0 univerml, the world

has never yot seen.

But the vaatness of the extent ¢f this or-
ganlzation Is aa nothing compared with its
complaxity, How :nfinitely divensified is
she Britleh subjeat inoolor, tongue and re.

liglon, I hope my readers will not be
shooked when they are told that the vast
majorily o Her Majesty's subjeots are
heathen, and that the number of Moham-
medan Heges really outnumbers the Chria-
tiaps, But such ia really the fact, a rosult
mainly due to the teeming population of
Indis, among whose two hundred and fifty
milifon inbabitants about one hundred and
ninety miilions are devout Hindoos, and
over fifty millions are fanatioal Islams,

The complexity and diveraity of oolor,
tongue and oreed over which the Briton
rules is in many instances almost grotetque,
for, after all, the actual numerioal force of
Eng'ishmen whioch holds in check and
sways the mighty ex'c:mal empire of India,
£r inatance,issomething absolutely jnalgni.
fioant, Itatande, asa reoent writer has put
it, to the total of the subject races in some-
thing like the same proportion asthat which
the British Isies bear to the entire areaun-
der the Qaeen’s sovereignty, The surface
of Biitaln itself-—-including Ireland—
amounts in round numbers to no mora than
s hundred and twenty thousand equare
miles, The area of the antire empirs
amounts to nearly nine million tquare miles,
In other words Britain rules a territory,
roughly speaking, seventy-five tirass as
great as itself, Another writer puts it this
way: If you were to take soventy-five
Eoglands, seventy-five Sootlands, seventy-
five Walones, and seventy-five Irelands, and
stiok them all together side by side, you
would have an azea just about egual to that
of the whols existing Btitish empire, In
the same way It is probable that our Brit:
iaki racs, as a whole, the wide.world over,
amonnts to, a8 we have said before, about
a hundred militons of souls, Bas of thess,
more than balf, or soms fifty miitions, live
in the United States, and sre therefore
» distinotly separate political organiza:
tion, The other portion of the raoce,
which atill remsiny British In name
and allegiance, is crowded lato the
Ualted Kiugdom iteelf, with a population
of about thirty six millions, B:tween four
and five millions inhabit the Dominion of
Canada, and thres millionslive In Australia,
Only abeut two million British aitrgether
are therefore left to keep in check the vast
aubject ; population -of two hundred and
seventy millions in the various depsndencies
inhabited chiefly by black and oolored
racos, India, In partioular, with its two
hundred and fitty million people, has &
B:itish-born population of only ninety thou-
sand souls, In other words nicety thousand
Epglishmen form the whole ruling and di-
recting force for a country as big sx a eleven
Englands, I:e'ands and Ssotlands, and for s
population more than jaix times as greatas
that of the whole United Kingdom.

Ccu'd anything moze forolbly impreas one
with a sense of the greatness, the ublquity,

our command, and her ariies would unite
with our own to reps! any enemy which
would have the tomerity to Invade our
shores,

A reflactive Eaglishman, writing upon
the responsibilities which must neoes-
sarily come to every thoaghtful oiti-
zon of the nation thus oalled upon to
watch over the varfed destinies of w0
many, %o great and, in many oases, %0
little known portions of the world, thus
writes: It is tobe feared, however, that
most of us nowadays, espeolally afer dinner,
when politioal subjscts are usually broaot-
ed—acospt our private share in this terrible
joint burden of government and sdminietra-
tionin a very light, notto say frivolons spirit,
We have all growa 8o aconstomed to bear-
ing the weight of half a world upon our
shoulders that we bear it now almont with-
out fesling it. Still, whether we recoguise
it or whether we disregard it, the faot of
rerponsibility none the less remains, We
are the citizons of no mean oity, the ar-
bitors of the deatiny of a countloss multi.
tuds. Our empire is at once the largest and
the least consolidated ever kaown. Itbe.
hoves all of us, thersfore, to do our best to
aoquire & fair working idoa of the component
element which go to make it upin all its as-
peots, ot Eaglishmen, it 1s probable, do
not adequately realize the comparative
smaliness of Eogland herzelf and the com-
parative vastness of the immenso territory
over which she is onlled upon to watsh and
govern, The very width of our operations—
fighting tceday in the Soudan, yosterday i
Barmah, to-morrow in Afghanistan, or Ne
Zsaland, or Zaluland, has so acoustomed us
to take everything with easy carelessn
that we seldom nowadays seriomly sak our/
selves what 1and we are next goirg toin
or where lie the ialands we aronext to b
driven by ciroumstaunces toanuex, Famill-
atity has bred contsmpt ; and the addition
§> our emplre of two new countries, onch, as
largs as Feanos, during the lsst twelve
months passes almost unnoticed in a conntry
already provided with enough territory to
cut up eaily into another Earope.”
Toroxrto, OXT.
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TEMPERAKRCE IN UANADA.

BY THE RRV, W, §, BLACKSTOCK,

The objeot of this paper Is not to treat
the readers of TRUTH to a temperance lec-
ture, but to present some facts of the past
history of this country which, in the present
state of the temperance question, It ia jast
a3y woll for nanot to forget, It Canada is
to-day one of the sobereat countries in the
world, as we are'proud to think it s, time
was when it did not poaseas this enviable

[iatinction. The changs which has taken

place am n7 us, even within the memory of

the all-przvading power of the Englith peo’
ple? Go where you will, you meet forev.
the wonderful ploture of a handful of intru-
sive Britons ruling by sheer force of menta
and moral superlority over ac untless horde
of helpless black dependants,

O1 the vast empire over which the b¥lov-
od Viotorls rules, our own fair Canada isat
onos the fairest and most favored of all the
Britivh possessions, Theugh nominally a
portion of the great emplrs, we ‘are yef
practioally independest, Weo have oom-
plete and absolute Home Rale, electing our
own Parliament, which is responsible only
to ourselves, The Governor-General ia
merely a_figure-head, and can in no way of-
fect our leglalation, Yet weenjoy all the
benefits which come %o us asa part of the
empire, Should ocomslon require the
gowerful pavy of the Mother Country is at

living men, isone of the most remarkable
revolations that has takenplice in modern
soolety. Time was, even in this conntry,
when a child could not be born, a christening,
a marrisge, or » burial deoently take place
without the help of intoxiosting dtink ; and
in many places seldom did an event of either
of thess kinds ocour without positive drunk-
enness. Indeed the common rites of hospl.
Iaity couldnot in those days be properly
‘performed withous the bottle, And the
humble home of the early settler wasseldom
without it, In some of the older sattle.
ments, persons making any pretentions
%0 repectability generally Iaid in shelr
supply of whiskey by the barrel. Ihad
it from the lips of the late Hiram
Swazy, Kaq,, of the Beaver Dams, near Thor-
old, that in she early part, of this osatury,

when awine's leh was the prinoipal artlole

of animal food among the farmers, thelr
habit in that part of the country was fo lay
In jast as many barrels of whiskey as of
pork for the year'ssupply.

In those times it would not have been
thought pomible for a man to get a building
put up, his grain harvested, his fat hogs and
onttle alaughtared, or almost anything out
of the ordinary way done, without such a
plentiful supply of drink as to giveall hands
the privilege of becoming drunk, And,todo
the peoplo of those times justice, it must
be confessed that most of them, so far as I
have been] able to learn, were only too will-
ing to embrice the oppertunity. It was
only the timid and bashful sort that were
disponed to live very much bsneath their

revilegs in this respect, Thoss who re-
ug:ﬂagnﬁrely sobor to the end of the day
were exceptions to the general rule, The
ssancient” people among us whoxe memories
go back to the tihees,” and ¢ ralsings' of
the ficat two or three decades of the'century,
oan recsll soenes whioh, in the present atate
of civilization and public sentiment among
us, ara scarcely Imaginable. Indeed,
gome who were ecye-witesses of thete
drunken orgles flad it diffisult to re.
alizs to themselves the fact that suoh things
over did exist, Oa these ocoasions, in many
plaoes, there were, especlally in the even-
ings, about as many women asmen gathered
togsther, and often the carousal was kept
up the greater pars of the night, When it
was done most of the men were diuuk, and
1 am afrald if the same atate of thinge ex-
fsted now, some of the women would not
ba consldered zober,
My own personal recollections do mot
reach %0 far baok as the worst period in our
history so far as intemperance Is concerned,
Before my day the Methodiat ftiuerants—
the “*saddle-bag preachers,” as they were
sometimes oslled—the real pioneers of both
clvilization, soclal retorm, and evangellzi.
tion in the greater part of this country,
had noet only commenoced their labors, but
had made their influsnos felt in every part
of the country. Scaroely s spot could be
found where the wood-man’a axe or the
cow-bel! was heard, where auch men as
Tuffy, snd Lyon, and Neal; as Lotee and
Danham, Ryan sand Oase, and & host of
others, who wers ralsed up chicfly through
their tnstramentality, had not found their
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.way. Thexe were the original temperance

advocates of this country and the sociaties
which they planted all over the land were
the first—and, it may be afided, the moat
effective temperance organizations that ever
existed eitberin thisjor any other part of the
world, One of the rules of these societien
prohibited, in themost explicit and unequiv-
ocal terms, *¢ Drunkenness, buying and sell-
ing spirituous liquors, or drinking them un-
less in cases of exireme necessity.”

And yet, though this agency was a$ work
and ita inflaence was extenaively felt, even
when I wasaohild, I can from personal
rooollection bear testimony to almost every-
thing that I have written, I know that one
of tho mors powerful obatasles that thee
herols evangelists had to contend with was
the intemperance which everywhere pre.
vailed, Inthe wake of the Methodlat evan-
gelist, buta couple o} generations behlnd
bim, came the temperance lecturer. First
there wis the Tempcranoce Soclety, whioh
simply pledged itsa members to abatinence
from “Spirituous ligmors,” or ¢ ardect
apirite,” as 1 think it was expreased In the
old pledge. The members of this organiza.
tion were at liberty to drink wine and
beer %0 long as they abstained from
whiskey and more flery drinks, The
resuls of this experiment wan not aatls.

fattory, There wax scarcely leas drunken.



