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fone condition in nerves, which may be intensified
by a galvanic current, has been called an efectro-
fonie state 5 while perversions of it as regards sensi-
bility are, as Jaccoudd says, “ both grantitative and
qualitative as regards the eaditability of nerves,
perierted or erroneous, which are purcly
subjective,” and various forms of amesthesia ob-
served especially amongst the hysterical. — Says Prof.
Putnam, **neurasthenia has come of late into
general use to indicate certain states of the
nervous system of which the anatomical basis is
unknown, but which are characterized on the ond
hand by a lack of vigor, cfliziency and endurance,
affecting usually a large number of the nervous
functions, and on the other hand by signs of active
derangement.”  ‘I'hat such conditions, if not at pres-
ent thoroughly understood, are at least dependent
upon physical variations from the normal is seen
from such considerations as the fact that, as
Bartholow says, ““in the pathological state when
the sensibility is diminished, more encrgetic con-
tractionsare obtained with a descending (galvanic)
current, while in the normal condition . . .
the inverse or ascending current produces the
strongest contractions.”

Taking but one other iliustration of this point,
we remember Bernard's experiment in cutting the
cervical sympathetic when a great afflux of blood
takes place on that side of the head through paraly-
sis of the muscular artenal walls, accompanied
with augmentation of temperature and sensibility ;
and how, conversely if the same is stimulated by
an induced elentrical current, the pupil dilates, the
globe of the eye protrudes, the bloodvessels of the
nart contract, the temperature falls below the
normal, secretion of tears is lessened, cte.

From these illustrations we may fairly say that if
we do not know what the minute histology of the
changes is, we at least know something of the modes
by which the pathological conditions are produced.
Perhaps we will be most nearly correct if we call
neurasthenias inadequate nutution, whether due to
mere starvation, to exhaustion, or perversion,

In a very practical paper read by
on migrarne in Children, the writer points out the
causes to be hereditary in a marked degree, to be
induced by bad air and food, overcrowding and
high-pressure in schools, and to unhealthy stimula-
tion by bad company, and the mistaken kindness
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of taking the young to theatres. Such stimulation.
of a certain portion of the nervous system resulling
in carly puberty and, often, associated vice, too
frequently, alung with many additional exciting
causes, i long continued, carries the nervous irri-
tability beyond physiological limits, and results
in pathological cu..litions, or a wewritis. A vealiza-
tion of the fact and all that a neuritis involves,
ought to be sufficient to make the physician, though
often in vain, preach cloquent sermons ageinst the
n:any irritating influences, emotional and intellec-
tual, which to-day are creating what is rapidly be-
coming a type.  The almost unlimited symptoma-
tology and its sertous and often permanent mani-
festations would scem to teach that in many a true
neuritis is often developed, which, while it may often
be sccondary, is certainly not infreqnently, accord-
ing to Jaccoud, spontancous. e says, “I am
convinced that a good number of paralyses and cir-
cumscribed neuralgias which pass for essential or
rheumatic are really an inflammation of the corie-
sponding nerves.”  After describing the pathologi-
cal anatomy of the inflammation of nerves, in which
are the usual ecchymoses, abnormal hyperemia,
softening, exudation serous or sero-fibrinous, with
varying termination, he speaks of the symptoms
belongingmostly tofunctionaltroubles.  Theirnature
makes it apparent that it is quite impossible to draw
by means of them a line between functional disturh-
ance and actual diseasc.  They are pain along the
course of a nerve, increased by pressure, or by the
slightest superficial irritation of the nerve.  This
pain is lost late as the lesion lessens conducti-
bility : tactile sensibility may gradually be dulled
while spontaneous pain remains. -In mixed nerve
lesions, jerking and painful muscular contractires
are present, gradually to be followed by abolition
of reflex movements and electrical contractibility.
Lesions of nutition are not absent, as erpfhema,
herpes, or other vesicular pigmentation or bullous
eruptious, and even pigmentatre and arthropathies.
Taking this symptonmatology, and who does not
recognize many of the sympton's as those present
in what are oftenerroncously diagnosedasncurasthe-
nias.  For lessening this ever-increasing class of (n-
sane and neurasthenics, the removal of such exciting
causes, as those mentioned, aad the correcting of
the beginning of these evil are clearly taught and
urgently indicated.




