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lone condition in nerves, wii iay bc intensificcl
by a galvanic current, lias been calied an, deciro-
lémic state ; lille petrersionsb of il as regards sensbi-
bility' arC, ab ]iaLLOU'Isal " hoîhl Vl/al*?iZC anld
qu/ll.a/nc a.s regards thicecxu.tabilîity ofnrvs

. .1.er ettd or crronlcous, hiîarc purcly
stibjectiý.e," and variousý fornis of a;;ied//usia ob-
serv'ed e.special ly among.st tdie li tsterical. Sai s Pi-of.
Putrinm , neurasticnia lias corne of late into
gé-neral usc to mdcicate certain suates of the
nct-vous systeni of %vlhîch die anatoinical basts ts
unikniovn, but '-liich are hAmracterized on tiie ont
biaud by a lack of vigor, elikicncy, ,ndl enduirance,
affecting usually a large number of the nervous
funlcî;9tI)s, and on Uie odher hiaîd b>' sigils of active
derantigemienut" Th*at sucbi conditions, if not at pres-
ent thorougbily undct-stood, arc at lcast dependent
tio phiysical variations fromn the normal is seen
froiii such considerations as the fac. tiat, as
J3arthiolow says, -iii the pathological state wlien
the scnsibilîîv is diiinishced, more encrgctic con-
tractionsare obtaincd vi tii a descending (galvan ic)
current, \Vluile lu Ulic normal condition ...
tbce inverse otr asccnding current l)rodtcces Uhc
strongyest contractions."

Taking but one other illustration of tliis point,
wc reniemiber l3ernard*s expeurimienit in cutting the
cervical sytîjxatlietic when a gi-cat afflux of blood
takes place on that side of Uiec bead t1îrougli paraly-
sis of tUic muscîtiar artertal w-ails, accotîpaticc
%-itli autgmnttation of t.etipcrature antd setî.siiiltty
and bow, cotivcrsely if tlhe saiie is stiniulated by
an itiduccd clcrica-l currecit, tlic pupil dilates, tiie
globe of tie eyc pt-otrudes, Uic bloodvcssels of the
part cotract, tic teniperaîttre rails b)elow Uic
normal, secretioti of tcars is lcssenied, etc.

Froru these illustrations we niay fait-ly say that if
ive do not kniow w-lat thic nute lîistology of dhe
chatîges is, ive at least knio\ sonitig of the modes
b>' whicli the pathological conditions arc produceCi.
Perhaps wve wvill tic nost ncarly correct if ve cail
nieurasthcenias itiadequate tutution, %vhcther dite to
niere -sta rvation, to exhausti on, or pe:rversion.

Iti a ver>' lractical pape- rend by -

on- Iinul in Clikilren, the wvriter points out die
causes to be hereditar>' in a nîarkccl dcgrce, to 10e
induccd b>' bad air anci food, ovcrcitigi atnd
higbi-prcssure in scbiools, anid to unlical îhy stimula-
tioni 1», bad corupan>', and the nilstaken kindîîcss

of taking the young to theatres. Sttcl stimuilation
of a cet-tain portion of tlie tiervous systeni rcsîtltitg:
in i eatly ptletty and, ofrtil, associa1tedl vice, too.
freutenU> ), along w-îth matî, additionial (-.\cittg
(cauises, i f long cotitinued, cnt-tics tic ncrv'ous irri-
talîlt> y o pîtysiological linîUis, anîd resuilts
iti p1th-Ol0ýical co.. - itioii;, or a liuui/is. A î-caliza-
tion Of 0ftL! and al that a neltritis involv'es,
ouglit to bu suffliciutet tiiake the l)lysiciat-i, tbougli
oftin in '.ain, preachl cloquent sertiins ag.-inst the
tî±atty, irritatîg itnfluencues, etuotiotil and ititellcc-
tmal, wliiclî to-day îî-e crentiri-g Nvliat is ripidly be-
cotîî ing a type. 'J'lie alîrtost tifl im itecl sytiptotia-
tology and its set-tous and oftcn purmiatient nmani-
festations wvould sem to tcach that in mati)' a truc
l;curi/is is ofteti dev'eloped, w'blichl, wlîile it nia>' ofteil
1e se *cotiay, is cet-tain>' t-ot itifrcq'.ýtcitil, accord-
ing to iaccoud, spontaticous. 1-e says, " I ara,
conivincccl tiit a good number of paralyses anti cir-
cunmscribed tîcuralgias %vilii pass for essetitial or
rl-iutiiatîc arc reall>' atn inflammitiation- of the corie-
spoîing tierves." After clescribitig the pailiologi-
cal anatoi-y of tic in-flamtiîîaion- of tierves, in ,%,lîicl.
at-c the usual ecchymoses, abtiormial liyperSenia,
softctîitg, exuidatioti serous or sero-fibritious, wvitli
\'ary-itg tcrîiitatioîi, lie speaks of thc symtipoiis,
b)eloitigiiiostl>' 10functiotia-l trou Ic)ls. Tlîeir nature
î-iakes it app)aretnt tliat il is qîtite itm-possible to (ltaw
by tîîeats of dîctîî a linc bcîwcctî fuilctiouiaýl disitilrb-
anice atnd acual dizease. The>' arc paitn alotig the
coutrse of a t-irvc-, incî-eased b>' i)rcssttre, or~ by' ice
sliglîîcts. sulierfici.11 irritation of tic t-irve. .il-is

,)ai is lost la-te as. die lesioti lessetis cotiducti-
b)ila>' tactile sensibilit>' n-ny gradually lc dulled
whlu spona-leolis pain rctnaitis. -It tîixed tierve
lesiotis, jerkiig at-id paitifül niuscular coiitiacliic
airc ptrescrit, gradually to l)c followed b>' abolitiotn
of r,'flcx% tuovenients and elec-îîical conîtractib)ility.
Lesiotis of nutitioti are not absent, as e;y/hem;a,
hc;yy.es, or otl)cr vesicular pigmetntatiotn or bullous
erutltiotis, at-d ev-crt pigmnit-tatre ani-d artihropathiies.
Taking îluis sytiiplton-satology, at-d w~lio does not
recognlize miati> of 11he syti-ptorrs as thiose îresent
ltin w-lai, are oftn erroî-ioîtsly diagnoscdl as neut-asîlie-
nias. For lessening tUîis e'rncaîz rlass of Ù:i
saize at-d nuu-ashcenics, the î-cnioval of stîch exciîting
cauitses, as those nientiied, andl the rorrcctiîig of
the b)egit-iitî nf thesce vil arc clearlv tauglit atnd
urgenU>' iîidicac-d.


