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horse-urine dropped on the sti-eet. The lower end-of the blocks;
resting on boards, clay or sand, soon becomes covered with a
ftnigoid growth thoroughly saturated -with albuminous extract
and the excreta-of animais iii a liquid, putrescible form. Thes'
wooden pavements uidergo a decomposition in the warm season,
and add to the unwholesomeness of the city. The street, in
fact, iight as well be covered a foot deep with rotting barnyard
manure so far as unwholesomneness is concerned. Moreover, the
interstices between the blocks and the perforations of decay
allow the foul liquids of the surface to flow through, super-
satuirating .the earth beneath, and constantly adding to thè
putrefying mass.' Cedar block lias been condemnxied in siinilaË
teris by many others. On the otlheiË hand, dol. Heywood,
Enincee of the city of Loncon, 'England, lias aid: 'It bas been
said that wood paveentsat al ies smell offensively and
mnay be unhealthful ; but althñgh soime city streets hadve aben
paved with. wood for thirty years, no complaints that asi
aware of have been made to the commîîission on-this head; and the
inhabitants-at all times have not only expressed great anxietÿ
lest the wood should be replaced by other materials, but ha vé
subscribed towards the cost of its renewal. . . . I h'iave at
times unoticed offensive-enianations ftom it near cab-stands but
an unable to' find further evidence of its unhealthfulness. These
remarks umst be held to apply only to public streets open to
the sun and air, anid trafie; l coifined places and under:some
conditions, wood might be bbjectionable. I have seen it deeay-
ing in confined places without traflic.

"The one statement by the Medical Health Officer of Detroit
refers lirectly to the cedar bloc1- ;-vement as we ùiderstand
it in this country. The' other opinion, at-of Colonel Hey wood
of London, is exp-essedi 'regarding -the wooden paveient ias laid
iu 'European countries. Between these two pavements theie
is a ·vast difference. LUdeÈ European practice, many of the
pavements are of the Karri and Jairah woods of Australia;
vhich are thoroughly saturätetd with resins, are -very liard and

arenot subject to decay. They are sawninto brick-like blocks
and laid 'on concrete. Whei-e.soft wodsraie 'used, they are also
eut into regular -oblong blocks and laid o.n concrete; 'and are
saturatêd' witli ceosote or treated 'vith some otheÉ preservativ
process. Wooden pa"emenits of Anierièc, hoWevér, resented
b*y cedar bloéks, are of a very different order"'

Then follows. a very practical consideration:
"iFron a sanitary stanJpoint, he cedar block pavement 'of

this counitry would iñdicate 'a serious 'menace: to health. At the
same time, wliile· we are Iustified as a :.iatter of. -thzog -i1
arriving ah this restlt, 'the-e do not appear to be any statistics
to prove the con'chsion to be a eorreét one. The-death-rate of
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