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The simplest definition of tubercle apprars to me to bo, according to the
present state of knowledge, the following: Zubercie s an cxudation from the
blood of @ pralein compound, meapable of orgunisation, but undergoing certuin
physical changes independent of vual wfluences.  Tabercle is, in fact, effete
matter which the powers of the system are nnable to use as building material
to repair the normal waste; and it is deposited in this or that organ of the
body according as it is invitedl by the greater or less debility of the part.
Tuberele is not a plastic material; it is not a growth; it is not the mani-
festation of a depraved germinating power superadded, as it were, upon the
normal cnergies of the system, or taking their place, such ag we find to be
the character of malignant disease; nor, on the other hand, is it identical
with the cffusion of blood-constituents which result from an exultation of
the normal energics, and continue in possession of their vitality, by which
they are susceptible of organisation. This we do not sec in tubercular
deposits, which must be viewed as bearing to the diathesis giving rise to it
very nearly the same relation as, to use thestrongest comparison that suggests
itself to us, caleulus in the bladder bears to the calculous diathesis Lo which
itis due.

There is, unfortunately, no such emunctory for the effete protein com-
pounds as there is for the excess of saline constituents of the blood; or
tubercle might accumulate, as the latter do, at a given point, and the pro-
duct be removed by operative proceedings, ov by chemeial solution, The
lungs and the skin have this duty to perform; but I need not stop to point
out to you why we have not yet succeeded in destroying ihe tubercular
product in the former, and removing it from them, by direct applications. 1
do not myself despair of & remedy being discovered which, in 2 gaseous form,
may be conveyed to the deposit in the lungs, and, by dissolving it, enable the
patient to cxpectorate it; but this would only affect a single organ. The
cachexia leading to the local product will ever remain the real malady to deal
with, so that we may anticipate its local effects.

The changes which take place in the deposititself and which have been the
source of much discussion, ad of some very wild speculations, are, as 1 have
already observed, closely allied to what we see taking place out of the buman
Sody in ovgonie substances. They seem to follow the laws regulating
u};tallisalion and chemical decomposition, rather than those of vital
action,

The earliest form in which tubercle presents itself to the eye is that of a

intly granular blastema, in which we are only justable to trace a tendency
bagmvegation into circular forms.

The next form in which we find tubercle presenting is that of more
Hifinite corpuscles; they offer an oval form, with a wmore or less sharp out-

e, snd & grapular surface. These corpuscles are surromnded by the
qunular blastema before mentioned, which now becomes more definitely
mukf-d’ and by and by appears to 2liminate oil~globules in a greater or less
yantity.,

_The tubercular corpuscle does not present u nuclens as its normal con-
Hlgent; i is, in fact, regarded by some, among whom I may he allowed
b mention Dr. . Jones, as itself o nucleus. We occasionally find cells with
tuleiin tubereular matter, but J am inelined to think that they are generally,

; “not. always, derived from the normal tissues of the organs in which the
posit has taken place.

dferm has of late heen brought into vogue by the anthority of great
, Bues, to which, before concluding this brief sketeb, it is necessary that I
"Snld altude, as the subject to which it refers i3 closely associated with
Rercular disease. 1 refer to fibrinous diposits.  Many of the eases which
B thus denominated present no differences perceptible, cither to the maked
*Ytor under the microscope, by which we can distinguish the product from

rle; and in such it is Searcely in accordance with souml induction to

“me o different disease, until we are able to demonstrate a distinct

g‘;‘s‘i‘.‘l lesion in the blood.—dAssociation Medical Journal, May 27, 1858,



