
NATURAL 1IISTORY,

Froin the foregoing it would appear tlmt of' the ancient fîuîna of Anierica, wvhich
included repraetatives of iinny et' our prescrit doiniustie allmlad, Bomo Bpecies
bave unidoubtedly become extinut~; but I eonfess I anil noi yet prepared to admit
from any evidence yct adduced, or froi ny o-wn extitination8, that all of the living
specias are distinct froin those found fossil in thc post-phioccac. The tccth and
boues of the rabbit, raccoon, opossum, dear, clic, liog, dog, shccp, ox ndi hortie, are
oftcn foutnd in tiio beds, aud thougli associattd î%vith these kuowvn to be extinet,
suai> as mastodou, meigatheriuni, hipparion, &c., niccd uot neccsearily be rcfcrcrd te
extinot i aces also; sinCe thoir reanains canntot bc distiniguisltcd froin the boucs and
tccth of' the living speecs.

IL lbas been just remiarkced that about uincty-five par cent., or nearly ail of the
oe hundred ai fifty sheils of inoffiuseous ainimis from- tliose beds are specifieally
identicali vitla the recent or living species of tho const,-two ara fournd only nt thc
soutlî of titis, and Vive arc extinect. 0f the vcrtebratcs from the sanie bcd, the
tapir, peccary, raccooin, opossuin, deer, inusk-rat, rabbit, beavar, and clic have stili
their living rarsniicgenerieally, if net spciically; and aven of the idcn-
tity of speQies thero 8euis to bc ne dlonbt, as rio anatoinical différences can bo
disçeriied. Tiva of these species, lika the inulinsea just alluded to, no longer lve
ia South Caralina; the tapir and peccary tire only foitnd ia South> America and
Mexico-, the nim;k-rat, elk, iand beaver, thentgh extitiet on thc Atlantic coast, are
still liv'ing in the iriterior of the country. .And tltough it lias beau zackuwiledged
that the ruaztoden, itiegatheriinua, clophant, glyp)toc1un, aud two species eof Equine
-ancra, &c., arc entircly extinet, yct tha diseoveries inade of thc reinains aven of
somle of these, woud indieate that; tlîcy stili existeçt nt a pcriod s0 raccut, that.
hi the language of Professer Leidy, - il is probable the red mna îitnesd their
dcclining, existence."

Thec pecax'y, or 11exican hoge an animîal coninion ln Mexico, is niot indigeneus
te the Atlantic 'United States; but bis bottes have beaui found assoeiatcd with
hui-au reaus in cavas used as cemietaries by the Aborigincs IlA toînib ia Uhc
city of )Mexico," aceordig ta Ci-ivigero, (? was fotnnd to contin the boucs of
au cutire iusanioth, thc sc-pnkhrc appaaring to bava been forrncd cxprcssly for
tlicir rceapion." And "),r. Latrebe relatps tdiat during the prosecuticu eof soea
excavations, necar the city of Tazenco, oea of the ancet ronds or eauseways was
dliscovered, and on one sida, ouly thrca feat. below the surface, ln 'what ina-y hava
beca tlic <itai> of Ulic rond, thara Iay the entira skeletan of a wistodon. It borc-
every appearance of having beau eeval %vith the pariod w\hcni thc rond ivas uscd."1

.Agnin says Profassor lloueês, 1 cxtraet from Professor Leidy's latter:

"The eiurly existence of the geaerit to whieh our doniestie auînials bclong, bas
bean adduced nes presinpiv,, evidenie of thc advetit of inan at a more remote
pcried tltan is usually a.ssigned. It nîust ba rcniembercd, howcver, aven at the
r-resenit tiare, that of sortie af thie6e gencra ouly a feir speaies ara domaesticated;
thus of the axisting six species ot' EZuus (horse) enly two bava aver been frcely
brouglit under the dominion of insu.

Il Tha hor,:c did naL exlst in Aia a t thc Limne ef its discovcry by Eurepeans;
but its remaius, cousisting, chiefly of molur tcctb, ia-ve îiow been se frcquently


