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A New Ç'oetic Star.
A Rr.EKw:* vide " Poetical lBegîiuigcs,"

by Sylvaiius C. Vesperuis. I>riîîted by
liokè G. Dennis, at the sigui of the new
Dickey, 1082 Grub Street, next loor to
McKay's Tonsorial Parlors.

Vou have heard inucli of late about
a liberal education and ffhe fully
rounded inan; Iini whose powers have
hiad a free and harionious develop-
mient; but lias it ever struck voix that
there is one sucli, iii objective reality,
riglit aniong ourselves ? We kilew
forsootli that to hini nature hiad been
lavisi of lier gifts, that bis intellectual
developinenit was great, thazt lie ex-
celled as academniciali, prophet and
seer; yet neyer did ive suspect lie xvas
a son of Apollo. But iuow beliold you!
'Plie latent powers of soiig have burst
forth and lie lias appeared iiu the role
of poet, îvîtii whiat îînparalleled success,
let luis own iiumibers speak. As yet
luis writiiugs are flot voluinous and
luis miost uxieritorious efforts are ixot
lengthy, but ini poetry it is quality and
not quantity that coinîts ; as wituiess
the few shiort but finishied produictionîs
of Gray, wvhicli wil1 preserve lus faille
and xîxenory green vhie our language
endures; coînpared witlî the ponder-
ous octavos of Soutlhey, wlîich years
silice have sînîk iiuto a just oblivion.

But to retuiru to oîur poet-prophet,
the products of luis geifiis are few (but
Ilow precious!), anid wve shahl here be
obliged to conflne oîurselves to ail
exaxuujîation of oie or two pieces.
Let us flrst look at luis '<Carmieil ad
Collegiîuni Noruxahunii,' of wluich the
followiug are the opeiig, I3th and
37t1i stailzas :
The weary student brnis the niidniglit oil,

And ponders o'er the ii- steries of F iteix
But slunîher's chaiîî soon takes lxii ini lier

coul-
[Ne dreains, and dIreaning, sees the centi-

pede ini the diteli.
e '> i> e e

Belhold it iioves anîd strugglitig, strives to
scale

That bold ascent, yclept the Alpine nionut,
Wilile far below, reclining iii his chair

The D-t-r, tells the ignorauxi how to
coutît.

Up ! 111 it goes, anîd liiigers îlot to rest,
Ith burning brow against thoùse glaciers

cool
It foifdly seeks soine stili seqiuestered spot,

WVliere it :nay 'scape the onsiaufflit, of the
science sclîool.

It is to be regretted that space did
uuot permit the reproduction of the
exutire poein, but a glance at tixese ex-
tracts is surely ail that is uecessary for
a due appreciation of its (distinictive
excellexucies. Wlîat a îvorld of pro-
muise tiiere is ini these three staiizas !
Whazt aiu exuberance of thiouglit, wliat
a ivealth of imiagery, whiat loftîness of
sentiment, and -what aul insiglit inito
life aiid uature are revealed ! Nor is
tiiere any deficiency on tlîe side of
technique or versification. Observe
the juidicious use of arcluaismn,
the lieauitifiil alliterative effect iiu tlue
Iast stauza, and witli whant skill the
alexandrine is handled. Ani lastlv
nxote the eager abundance of dictioni,
again denionstrating to us tliat wvheu
a great genus appears witlî great
tlioughits to give to the uvorld, adequiate
lauguage is always at ]lis coiiuniand iiu
whiclî to enîbody theiu.

But liotwithistai îîig the geiniie
niierits of tLie poeim, fron xvhich the
above stanzas are extracted, we are
comupelled to nîake oue criticisin.
Truere seemis to be a lack of proportion
between the iiîtellectual and feeling
si(les, and the poet appeals to the
understanding ratiier thau to the
Iueart, vhich iiu a sliglît degree mars
the syniuietry and uuiity of the wliole.
But tlîis criticisuxi cannot be applied to
the inîcomxparable " Ode to Spriîîg
froin N'hicli the followiug luxies are
takeî:
The quacklet of the ducklet on the brook-

let dloth appear,
Mie chucklet of the chicklet ini the cooplet

doive lîear ;
The grulitiet of the piglet ini the stylet

maketh cheer,
The birdilet on the braiichlet of the bushiet

pipeth clear.

Eýverythiing iii nature tells us spring is liere,
sprig is lîere,

And the nmaideii with lier smijiet dreains of
love ;


