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river, visiting one place after another, remaining in sonie promising place
:for days at a tixne, and it serves the missionaries as a refuge from, the
niauy littie discoinforts and drawbacks of native bouses. Clean bcds,
where one can kcep out fleas, niosquitoes, etc., arc alinost a uecessity for
xrnany people while visiting for any length of tinie, and simplue food, wvhich
ean be cooked on board, is much more likecly to, keep the body iii good
tone than the heavy food cooked withi ieats, which is set in generous sup-
plies on the very large, tray table, around which the guests sit in native
bouses.

There are many towns where the people are very ignorant, many nomi-
nul Christians not knowing who ereated them, or anything about Christ's
work except I1is nanie. But there are many littie villages where, throughi
the influence of soine enlightened man, a teacher lias been brought te oen
a seheel, and where n-iglit meetings are lield for the study of the Scrip-
turcs. The woinen do not have equal chances wvith the men, for only a
few have the courage te go eontrary to, customi and send their daughters to
a boys' sehool ; but iit is often doTie, and in a very feov places the sehool
boys set as teacliers for ilhe woznen, under the direction of their teacher.
The women durîng the service, too, if they venture te attend, unles
there bc a regularly built ehurch, do flot have a desirable place in which to
sit, and semetimes they have te, reniain, outside in a court near the bouse-
hold animaIs, where only the very zealous ones can sec the speaker. And
yct in many of our churches, by close attention, these wemen, with tlieir
clinging, blue-black clothes and ceverings, knew xnuch of the Bible, and
can sing psalms from niemory in the meetings.

Soinetimes blind inen or otbers go about tcaching the women, being
under the care of the pastor of the eongregation. lIere 1 would likec te
record the testimony of the missionaries wliese work it was to spend the
winter of 1892-93 going froni place te, place: The work anmeng the
,%veînen is not s0 deplorable as wve are apt soinetimes to think it. We have
Observied that the advancexnent among the women in the different towns is
a fair index of the progress of the Churcli in those tewns. We have scen
that in those places wvhere no attention is given the wvonin the mecetings
are dead or dying."

In 18926 the statisties reportcd that 74 prayer-mietings wverc hieli
weckly for womcn and girls in Egypt, ivith an average attendance of 1236,
of whoei 43.5 are able te lead in prayer. Tiese meetings are conducted
cither by inissionaries or native pasters and evangelists as a raie, and licld
in the day-time, lI L\Illawi, a town about two hundred miles soutil of
Cairo, wvhere thxere are 26 feumale ehurcli-mnembers, there are mecetings lhcld
whichi are thus deýcribcd by Mr. AJshcnhxurst : 1 «In Mellawi we saw a Te-
inarkable p)rayer-mectinig. On last Tucsday night I sat quietly in the
churchi behind the curtain wvhich, divides tîme woecn's side froiu the mcn'sn
side, and listencd te, the womcn talking iii a praycr-meeting conducted en- .
t.irely by Egyptian %Yomcii. There were 3.0 woen squattcd on the flonr d


