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river, visiting one place after another, remaining in some promising place
for days at a time, and it serves the missionaries as a refuge from the
many little discomforts and drawbacks of native houses. Clean beds,
where one can keep out fleas, mosquitoes, ete., are almost a necessity for
many people while visiting for any length of time, and simplc food, which
can be cooked on board, is much more likely to keep the body in good
tone than the heavy food cooked with meats, which is set in generous sup-
plies on the very large tray table, around which the guests sit in native
houses.

There are many towns where the people are very ignorant, many nomi-
nal Christians not knowing who created them, or anything about Christ’s
work except His name. But there are many little villages where, through
the influence of some enlightened man, a teacher has been brought to open
a school, and where night meetings are held for the study of the Scrip-
tures. The women do not have equal chances with the men, for only a
few have the courage to go contrary to custom and send their daughters to
a boys’ school ; but iv is often done, and in a very few places the school
boys act as teachers for ihe women, under the direction of their teacher.
The women during the service, too, if they venture to attend, unless
there be a regularly built church, do not have a desirable place in which to
sit, and sometimes they have to remain outside in a court near the house-
hold animals, where only the very zealous ones can sece the speaker. And
yet in many of our churches, by close attention, these women, with their
clinging, blue-black clothes and coverings, know much of the Bible, and
can sing psalms from memory in the meetings.

Sometimes blind men or others go about teaching the women, being
under the care of the pastor of the congregation. lere 1 would like to
record the testimony of the missionaries whose work it was to spend the
winter of 1892-93 going from place to place : *‘ The work among the
women is not so deplorable as we are apt sometimes to think it.  We have
observed that the advancement among the women in the different towns is
a fair index of the progress of the Church in those towns. 'We have seen
that in those places where no atiention is given the women the meetings
are dead or dying.”

In 1892 the statistics reported that 74 prayer-meetings were held
weekly for women and girls in Egypt, with an average attendance of 1236,
of whom 435 arc able to lead in prayer. These meetings are conducted
cither by missionarics or native pastors and cvangelists as & rule, and held
in the day-time, In Mecllawi, a town about two hundred miles south of
Cairo, where there are 26 female church-mcembers, there are meetings held
which are thus described by Mr, Ashenhurst : ‘¢ In Mellawi we saw a re-
markable prayer-mecting. On last Tuecsday night I sat quictly in the
church behind the curtain which divides the women’s side from the men’s
side, and listened to the women talking in a prayer-mecting conducted cn-
tircly by Egyptian women. There were 32 women squatted on the floer
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