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vate judgment and accept the Westminster
definition of the mysteries of faith, whether
his reason or conscience entirely approves
of them en bloc or not, outsiders have no
reason to object to the step Rome-wards.
If men want an infallible human guide,
they are surely at liberty to choose Pope,
Assembly, or Council, as the authority
tfrom whose decision no appeal lies, either
to the Bible, or to reason, or to conscience.
The only cautionary remark necessary is
this, that those who do so must not delude
themselves with the idea that they are Pro-
testants in anything but name. It may be
added that the Presbytery proceedings were
conducted in a conciliatory spirit, and we
are quite willing to believe that it was no
mean desire to stific an incipient scandal
that prompted the adjustment which fol-
lowed.  Professors Caven and McLaren es-

pecially bore themseives as Christian gen- |

tlemen, under circumstances personally
trying. It was certainly by no fault of theirs,
though they have been accessories after the
fact, that burdens have been laid upon

bear, whatever their fathers may have borne
before them.

“Why were not Mr. Macdonnell’s ditficulties
solved, if need were, by appeal to Scripture?
Why, for instance, did Mr. Robb, the hicro-
phant of Philistinism in religion, refuse an
appeal from man's theology to God’s word?

principles assented to by all its members ;
it necds no ghost to re.cal the fact that
believers must believe something.  The real
question at issue is not as to the propriety of
a creed, but as to its character and extent.
Should it be as exclusive as some theologians
would have it, or should it be as compre-
hensive as Christian charity can make it?
Or we may ask, if the metaphor be admissi-
ble. should the spiritual {ranchise be placed
as low as is consistent with the welfare of
the Church, or should the sphere of religion
be made the dogmatist's ““rotten borough ?”
The answer will depend upon our notions of
the purposes for which the Christian Church
was founded. These may be brictly stated

" in a phrase—the moral and spiritual regene-

ration and clevation of the race; and if we
turn to the words of Jesus, and indeed to the
New Testament as a whole, we shall see how
little there is of settled dogma or systematic
theology there.  Belief, thatis trust, in the
Saviour, purity of heart and life, with self-de-
nial, were all that He required. Specula-

. tions touching the future destiny of man be-
men’s shoulders which they are not able to

yond the grave, and the number of those
who should be saved at death, were rebuled

¢ by Him in the memorable injunction, “ En-
Still the disagreeable question remains—

Was there not a latent counviction that the :
“standards” marked a stronger line of de- |
fence than the citadel they afiect to guard?
The gauntlet was not, in form, thrown

down, it is true; but why was not the
“heretic ” examined according to “ the rule
of faith and practice” prescribed by the
Confession itselt? Why, in fine, should them
who believe Scripture to be the fons ¢f origo
rerétates, be called upon o seck unto those
that have fuwmliar spirits, and unto wizards
of theology that peep and that mutter, seek-
ing unto their God for the living to the dead
formulas of the past?®  Mr. Robb knows
where 1o ind the answer.

Itis urged that 2 Church must haye a creed

- of a definition.

ter ye in at the straight gate.” He pro-
claimed nothing about fate, or forcknow-
ledge, or predestination ; but He blessed all
little children in the beautiful utterances
which the Westminster Confession actually

" gives as a proof for the classification of in-

fants into clect and non-clect. The Apos-
tles, notably St. Paul, were impelled by their
environment to make doctrinal statements ;
but they scarcely ever rose to the exactness
Even “the article of a
standing or falling church ” is suggested ra-
ther than formulated in the Pauline theo-

" logy, and is ignored and apparently disap-

proved by James, whose letter, on that
ground, Luther rejected as “an epistle of
straw.”  There are various criteria of belief

“stated, all centering, however, upon the
. passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

In three instances where the religious life is

. sketched in Scripture, there is no mention

or it could not exist—which we take to be

the baldest of truisms.  Every associated

body, whether secular or religious, must, of
course, be founded upon some principle or |

- Isaiah viii. 19, 20.

of doctrine at all—* fearing God and loving
righteousness,” *to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God,”
 to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world.”

Any one approaching the subject for the



