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wav of warîning youraelf is te taie a glass cf this burning1
liquid. And if yen are under the scorchiug raye of a verti-
cal Sun, yen sbould net forget te quencti your thiret by the
fiery liquid that Bacchus bai; mingted. But ii you succeed
in sbewing themn the absurdity cf such arguments as these,
thev will iminediately ihift their position, and found theii
arguments, as tbey suppose, on a more firmn basia. Tbey
will tell yen, that, atthough it may bu that ibcre ia ne great
u~ tility in the comnmon use cf ardent.epirits, stitl there is oee
thing of which they are very certain, aiid thiit is, that there

tnhno great harm in taiug' a glass or twe occasioually
for companty's sake ; and althongh it may net do ttiem xnucb
good, ahi!l il canuot pessitîly do them much harm.

Thiis lrind cf' negative position is of aIl others the most
Idangerous. ]3y it tlie man is led ou unconscieusty from

less te more, tiniil be fiuds ibat bis argument, ci 1- witl
do no harm," has brought him te the brink cf a uirunk-
ard's grave. Thîis is the mode cf argument adopied by

Sthose who frequtent bal ls, garri bli ng, and att slich amusements.
If s person were asked, wv'n on bis wvay te the ball-rcom,
if, before he lefi home, hoe entered inbhis closet, and there
asked God's blessing on wbat bu %vas about te do, the itiosi
barder-ed ainner v'ould be shocked nt the idea. Wh3t'h:ç
Ged te bless the communion, intercourse, aud exercis of s
bali-roomn 1 ask God te blesa me, white persevering lu the
wilful service cf Satan ! Sucb au idea would nerer enter
Itbe the mind cf any eue. And yet hew do they jinstify

itliem;etvea in gorig te such places ? To this question they
b ave ne difficulty te tlnd an answver. Thev immedistely
refer ven te this negative but daugerous argument-ci It will
do n harm.'" This is precisely the case %vith thosa who
induige lu the use of ardent trpirite. It must appear evideut
te tbem that it canuet bu their duty te go iuto ihe bar-roem,
and there seud heurs cf preciena time in diuldng, snd en-
couraging the drunkard in that wbicb la te terminale iu bis

idestruction. But although bu cannot endure Ibis positive
way cf statiug the question, 6tili he always finds a sure
asylum lu the short but delusive argument, "1It avili de me
ne barm.'>'

Bot Io theze net a word te be said ln faveur of ibis new
and brlght idea, ciIt wiil do me ne hsrm.»J la ail this Most
&ente snd profonnd reaqoning Io ge for netbiug? Ia this
neiv discovery lu morais te be spumed from çciciety, and net
to lake a bigh place in the philosophical writinga cf the
dayf lu ail the hasty atrides which the cc march of intel-
lett te is aking at tbe presteut deay, shalh we leud a deaf eart
tîe the profound teaseuiug cf Bacchanaie philosophera !
BuDt*what is the discorery ? Nothing less ibsu the great
Iprinciple that a thing may at the same lime ha neither good

nour liait, truc uer false, right nor wrongl1 Te bu drunk-, te
tencourage the druokard lu a»l hie unholy pracices, er even
jte drink moderately, they fuel bound te Pekuovrieige je netj
thuir duiy, uer ceuld thuy îhiuk of asking God to bless tbamn

Jiii such exercises. But altheugh tbis ie the case, still ihey
tel] equaliy assenred that if ig ne great barm. Suruly suchfa discovery sbould not bae permiiied Ie faîl te the greunri un-
n otlced lu ibis day cf ligbt and knoowled-e t By ne means.
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Let the friends of phitosopby an~d profound reasoning bave
it written on the palms of their bands, yea, and in letters ef
gold3 thai it may bc tratiamitted to future generations !

J. Smilas.
Toronto, January 80, 1849.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.
We would direct attention to ihe reports of public meet-

ings lu ibis city which ibis ru' .r coutains. Ail these
meetings were large and important ; the Anuiversary Meet-
ing was the largesi of all the meetings held in Zion Cburch
on that vreek ; and thougb, as usuat, the alaim cf lire was
given to disperse the meeting, yet the irick is now se weli
understeod, like the cry of the wolf in the fable, that it
passcd cff without effect, and the bouse continued crowded
almest te the close. No feiwcr than four members of the
House of Assemb!y were etigaged to speak on the occasion.
Three of ihese wvere preventedl frein doing so, as stated at
the commencement of .Zhe Report ; but the Hon. Malcolm
Cameren, notwithstanding the pressing business before the
House, came Ie our Auuiversary, iu his greai anxiety te
serve the cause of Temperance, and p1peed it with his
usuat elequence and efifect. IVe mention these things, be-
cause we mnay congratutate our readers and the country
upon them. They fnrniah additional evîdence cf the pre-
gress whicb olir principtes are makirg in the higher ranks
cf iteciety. Alinisters of Religion, Physicians, Lawyers,
Advocates,) 1our-.urable Judges on the Bencb, Members ef
Parliament, and lenourable Members of the Provincial
Miuisiry,, are to be feund amougst our ranks, and are wilting
te advocate our principles before the public, and employ
their influence in exiendiug them throughou t the cemmuni!y.
This augura wetl for the future presperity cf Canada. If
men ef influenre and talent will unite iu premoting the rule
of abstinerce frem aIl intoxicating drinks, and continue
doing se ti,) it i., generalty adcpteti, if vwitl net bie necessary
for auy onu te go te California for geld ; we will lied plenty
ai home.

RECHABITE MEETINGS.
Vary Iiportant meetings have been held in thio clty thîsi

wiuter ucter the auspices ef the tente of the abeve Order.
In our last we gave an accounit cf ene whicb was .held in
the United Presbyterian Cberth-; anether bas since been
nietd in Gosford Street Chnrch, an excellenti report of which
me have transferred inte eer pages from the Montreut
Treisscript. Another meeting waa held in the Mieihodist
Church, Gr-iffintown, on Tuesday eveuing, .Tannary 23rd, nt
which the Rey. Messrs. DeWotf, Taylor and Girdwood, and
A. O. Kimpteu, Esq., detivered nppropriate addresses. The
meeting was a crewded eue, and a lar-ge num'oer o! signatures
%,as obtained te the pledge.

The Fouiîh Annual Celebration ef Rechabites wat Iield
on the evening cf Tuesday, the 6tri current. lu ceuseqôence
of the croiwded state of aur coltmus, wu content oursel-es
with the folnwing extract cf a very fult Report cf it iu the
M1ontrral Jlrl:


