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deranged, that even conscience ceases to axercise a just and
lawful influence, and wdeas are conceived, and actions Fm-
formed, under a {olal incapacity for clearly distinguishing
right from wrong.

Inebriation, from the effect it produces upon the slomach
and the brain, hus 2 more instantuncous influence uvon the
nervous system, and conseguently wpon the mind, than any
other discase,  There are, of course, degrees of this influ-
ence, beginning first with the sligh&y pledsurable sensation
which some persons experience after drinking a single glass
of wine, and cxtending to the last and fafal draught of the
poor outcast from respectable society. It is often asked,
wwhy does not the drunkard stop 7 and he is sometimes most
sevete!?r blamed for taking too much, by those who take
ouly a fittle less. But how should he stap, when his mind
has lost its healthy fone in consequence of the particular
state of his body T—when he ceases to be capable of dis-
tinguishing betwixt good and evil, and cares nat for any
consequences that inay come upon him? How should he
stop 2 It is @ mockery of common sense, and an insult to
cominon feeling, to suppose that of himself, and unaided,
he should have the power to do so. At that eritical mo-
ment he has not even the wisk to stop.  Se far from it, his
inclination is on the opposite side, and the whole force of
his animal nature,wi!}x an excess of hodily appetite, are in~
creasing on the side of evil, in the same proportion that his
meatal capabilities, his conscience, and his power of self-
mastery, are becoming weaker on the side of good.

And " this is the man of whom the world judyes so hardly,
because he has passed unconsciously the forbidden line—
because he has never been able to ascertain exactly where
it was—ans, most probably, because from some natitral con-
stitution of body, the same draught which was safely drunk
by another, was one of fearful pesil to him.

The orizinal construction of the bodily frame has much to
do with the discases {o which we are hable theough the
whole of our lives. There are hereditary tendencies which
the skill of the physician, the care of the Earem, and the
advice of the friend, are strennously exesled to correct. Ia
no case are hereditary tendencies more striking than in the
children of intemperate parents. It is true,the very excess,
and consequent ruin, of one generation, not unfrequently
tend to place certain individuals of the next more scrupu-
lously upon their guard against the same lam~ontable fate,
and ultimate safety often depends upon an early apprchen-
sion of danger.  But there is in the bodily constitution of
such families a peculiar habslity which ought to render
them the objects of the tenderest sympathy, and the most
watchful care to others. There is in their very nature, if
once excited, an aching want of that stimulus, which even
a very slight degree of intovication supplies ; and when
once this want is gratified, it increases to such a degree, as
to resemble a consuming fire, whose terment nothing can
alleviate, but constast Jibations of the same deadly dranght.

Now 1t is quiteimpossible we should know, when mixing
in general society, where and when we may meet with in-
dividuals of this constitutional tendency; for even with
children of the most respectable parents, it somotimes pre-
vails to an alarming extent.  Perhaps we sit dewn to table
with twenty persons, and amongst them is one of those to
whom the cup of which others are drinking, as they be-
lieve innocently, is the cup of poison aud of death, Per-
haps that one is a father’s hope, or the only child of a
widowed mother, or the beloved and bethrothed of a young
and trusting heart, about {0 become the father of a fandy,
the head of a houschold, and himself in his tarn an example
and 2 guide {o others. His friends donk with him. Taey
all partake in safety, but within his bosom the latent ele-
meats of destruction are set on fire, and he plunges head-
long into shame. and musery, and ruin. To a certain ex-
tent his friends bave gone along with him. They have
even pressed and encouraged him, to partake ; but no sooner
do they perccive that he has overstepped 2 cértain dubious
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and nlmost imperceptible limib—or in other words, that his
bodily frame bas not been able to sustain what tiwybavu
home uninjured—than they turn from him, and acknow-
fedge hiin wo more as a companion and a friend.  They atc,
in fact, ashamed to be seen with him. e loses caste
amongst them, becomes a marked man, and is finally left to
perisht as an object of disgust and loathing, too gross 1o be
reclaimed, and too low for pity.

Nor is it with those whe are constitntionally lisble alone
that this bodily tenllency exists. The habit ‘of intemper-
ance itself creates it; and thousands whe have begnu their
ruinous career, simply out of compliance with the usages
of society, and not & few who have done so under medicat
advice, have acquired, for certain kinds of stimulants, and
sometimes for all, an habitual craving, which they have
ultimately sacnficed every other consideration to gratify.
How do we know them, in mixing with society, but that
we ate sifting down to table with some individoal who has
éust arrived at the turmag point in this career?  One who
has just begun to suspect his own danger, whois hangine,
as the weak always do, upon the example of others, and
looking especially to religious people, to'see what sanction
they may give to an indulgence l'gr which he is ever in
search of an excuse? How do we know, amongst the
many with whom we associate, and whose private history
is untold to us—how do we know whose eyes may he fixed
upen us, with an anxious hope that we shall go aleng with
them in the course they are so desirous to pursue, though
thc{ would still wish {o pursue it without condemnation or
guilt.t Now, if these cyes should be beaming from a young
and trusting heart, unconscious of the whole extent of the
danger, and fondly believing that safety dwells with us,
but more especially if they beam from the fair countenance
of woinan—oh, if at the same moment we cottld leok upon
the misery and the guilt that woull ensue lo the being thus
regarding us, and thus plunging into perdition from our ex-
ample, what shenld we say to the Christian man or wormnan,
who could esteem a tiifling act of self-denial—of mere
bodily privation—as too great a sacrifice to be made on such
an occasion !

€ Oh, but! the indignant cxclamation is, «we do not
meet with persops of this kind in respectable society, e
do not sit down with such at table.” The haunts of vice
are where they resort, e can have nothing to do with
thelr excesses.” From whence then has come that de-
graded figure, with his tattered garments, yet with the air
of gentilily still abont him ? From whence has come that
wretched female, shrinking from the public gaze, as if the
vemembrance of her chbildhood, and the honoured roaf be-
neath which her girlish footsteps trod, was yet too strony
for that burning fice to consume, or that fatal flood to drown ¢
Amongst the . 1x hundred thousand vietims of intemperaz: e
now in existence, aure these not many such as these 7—
many who have known what it was tobe respectably bronght
up, who had better thoughts, and purer feclings, in thiir
youth, and who shrunk, as we do now, with horror and dis-
gust from the contemplation of a figure presenting such a
wieck of humanity as theirs ¢

But acknowledging that these six hupdred thousand per-
sons are already last-—that their doom is sealed—that they
are beyond the reach of our intluence, and beneath even
our charity to pity as we pass them by—acknowledging
what is a well aulhenticaiczY fact, that sixty theusand of
these dic annaally—what shall we say of the sixty thouss d
who will, during the course of this year, come forward
supply their place in the ranks of intemperance? Let ns
pattse 2 moment to contemplate the awful fact, that unles
rescued from destruction by some extraordinary interpositien
of Divine Providence, there will be sixty thousand persons
entesed npon the lisiof intemperance during the present
year, and that an equal number, before twelve months have
passed, will bave died the death -of those “of whom it is
clearly stated, that none can enter the kingdom of heaven!



