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ble, inlaid with jasper, surroumled with o radiance
and glory, and the following inscription :—

¢ IIic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christas hatus est)’

To the right of this, and at the distance of scven
paces, is pointed out a low recess, hewn out of the
rock, raised two feet above the floor, and scooped in
the form of a manger, where the infant Jesus lay,
which originally belongad to a curavansamy or inu.
This is also paved with murble. Ilere, also, lawmps
of silver are always in a state of Mumination ; but,
alas! faint symbols of that bleesed light which, rising
here, shed its healing influence on: the nations. I sa-
luted on my kueces the place of the Nuwtivity, as ob-
served by pilgrims, although no lind of ceremony
was nccessary to enhance or  express that sense 1en-
tertained at the moment, of those cternal obhgations
which, in common with the whole race of mankind,
I was under o that now glovified and exalted Buing,
iho, in this most remnte corner of the carth, entered
upon his state of lumiliation, suffering, end obedi-
ence, even to the death of the Cross.”—Rac M ilson’s
Travclsin the Holy Lend, &c.

LIFE OF JOIIN KNOX.

Extracted from M Gavin's Life of the Reformer.

If those men whom Pravidence has destined to be
instructors and benefactors to  their fellow-creatures,
had some presage of future eminence in their infant
countenance, as Moses scems to have had, there would
be nosubsequent controversy about the place of therr
birth, their parentage, or education, as every cireuw-
stance of their early hife would be observed and care-
fully rccorded.  But in this, as i other respeets, the
future is wiscly concenled from human eyes. Per
sons born in the middle and lower classes of society,
are known only within asmall cirele at fivst; and be-
forc they can distinguish themselves by any great
euterprise, they are ofien placed in situtations where no
onc knows who were their parents, or where they
were born.  Every one, if he pleased, might leave on
record some account of himself; but persons of dis-
tinguished merit are the last to think that the world
wounld carc for their carly history ; or, by the time
that they have become distinguished, their hands are
so full of important business, that they have no time
“to think, much less to write about their childhood and
youth, which they ranember to have been vanity.

Knox died in the year 1572, aged sixty-seven 3 so
that he must have been born in 1305.  "The place of
his birth is not certainly known, but it is gencrally
agreed to have been in or near IHaddington.  There

3s nothing known with certamty of his ancestors, ex-
R
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cept what he relates in bis history as having said to
the carl of Buthwell. ¢ My  great-grandfather and
{ather,” says I, ¢ have served your lordship's prede-
cessors, and some of them, (meaning his ancestors)
have died under their standards.” ¢ These words,”
says Crawford, ¢ scem toimportthat Mr. Knox's pre-
decessors were in some honorable ctition under theearls
of Bothwell, at that time the most powerful family in
East-Lothian.”  But every mun in Scotland must
have had honorable ancestors, if that is to be inferred
from the simple factof having died under the stan-
dard of some powerful chicfinin,  David Buchanan,
the first editor of Knox's entive history, affirms that
his father was a Lrother's son of the house of Ranfer-
ty in Renfivwslire, and the fact of his connection with
that fuaily is admitted by De. M'Crie, who informs
us that Lis mothes’s nune was Sinclair, which nawme
hie scuictimes aifined to private letters instead of his
own, in times of danger and persecution,

11 who las risen by his own meiit to the first rank
in swicty, and to a conspucuous place int the lnstory of
his country, may give himsddf linle concern about the
rank of his parents, provided they have honorably fil-
ted the place, however low, which Providence assign-
edtothem.  Dut that Knox's parents were not of the
lowest yank, appears from their being able to give him
a learncd education, which ast have incurred con.
siderable expense. He was pt 10 the grammar school
of Haddington, and afierwards sent to finish his edu-
cation at the university of St. Audrews, Thercisa
fact not mentioned by any of his Liographers, except
bythe writer of this, in a notcto the late cdition of
the Scots Worthies.  “ In the records of the univer-
sity of Glasgow, anno 152C, John Knox appears in
the list of matriculated students, when, if it was our
teformer, he must have b2en fifieen years of age, a
proper cnough time for his uppearing in  that char-
acter ; and thiswas probably an intermediate step be-
tween his leaving the gramaar school, and going 1o
St Audrews, for there is no doubt of his having
swdied there” It is probable cnough that he might
spend apart of his youth with his friends in Ren-
frewshive; und that they wounld give him the advan-
tage of attending a saminary so near at hand.

At St. Andrews, he was the fellow-student of the
afterwards celebrated George Buchanan ; and it was
well for both, that they had for their preceptor John
Mair, or Mujor, & man who was considerably in ad-
vance of his neighbors, in useful knowledge and liber-
al thinking.  Knox, while very young, received the
degree of Master of Arts, and before he left the uni-
versity, he became a teacher of scholasic theology,
winch Melchior Adamus, as quoted by Crawford,
says he did with great authority, and was in some
things more happy than his master ; and David Bu-
chanan adds, that he was advanced to church-orders
before the time usually allowed by the canons. At
this time hz was a mere popish’ priest; but he had ac-
quired too much light to suffec him to remain in the
darkness of the cluister.



