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over which there is like'wise commonly hung grass or sonie other thing by way cf
charm. Around the left arm is tied another string, under whicli is stuck a kuife,
and most cominonly a tobacco pipe, which string thus serves by ivay of peeket.
They are, persoîially, a well-foinod race cf men, but the habit they bave of
Pniearing themselves, liead arnd aIl, vith palm cil and clay, and their extreme nudity,
aire far froin pleasing They aiso disfigure their faces much, by gashing thern ail
over ivith a knifé, so as to leave large scars, making their countenances hideous
enougli. The yam is the principal article tliey cultivate. A few cocons are aise
grown, but tlîey do nlot care for the plantain, and they carefully avoid planting a
fruit tree, from the superstitious notion, that ho who dces se, is sure te die. The
genat is not plentiful with theni, cattle thcy have none, and thocir chief animai food
is the llosli cf fowls and antelepes, varicus species cf which are found on the island.
~Thoso on the shore eniploy tliemselves a good deal in flshing. The peer womon are
forbidden by customa, the use cf rnest kinds cf animal focd, ini cider that, as 1 sup-
pose, tho largý,r shiaro may faîl te the men.

Slavory is vnkncwn arnengst theni, and, notwithstanding their nalced and flltliy
habits, Mr. Diboli supposes tliat chastity, at least in thie womon, is preserved. In
thoe rospe( i they are supori or te the continental tribes. A mnan IcekS eut fer bis
ivife while she is an infant, and lie betroths lier, so that she is lienceforth looked
upon as bis wife. Hoe gives lier mother presents, and provides lier -Wîth food for
lier dhil, till shie cernes to inarriageable age, se that the girl is, in fact, preperty.
S,hould she viclate her engagement te hirn, lier hand is stmuck off, and sbe is Te-
pudiated. l3efore the marriage is cenipleted, the young wcman is shut up, whether
as ini Calabar, for the purpose cf fattening, I did net learn, nor what particular
ceremcny, if any, is celebrated as a marriage rite. Polygnmy is practised, but net
xîearly te sucli an extent as -with us, nor are the marricd wcmenuat ail secluded.

They are, 1 believe, honest. Mr. IDiboil said thnt nothing was niissed eut cf lis
lieuse, wliatever articles miglit be lying about; thcugli seine cf thoe, such as
linives, would be cf great -value in their eyes, whilo others wculd appear useless te
them, froni their total ignorance cf the usages cf civilized life. Te illustrato their
simpiicity in this respect, I mny mention, tbat one day Mr. Diboil teck a Cliief frdrn
the incuntains, on board oneocf the mail packets, whidh Lay in the cove cf Clarence.
ire was broughit into thc saloon, and, after tnking a survey cf the aparttment, lie
cast lis eyes on thc greund aud sat mute ini astonisliment. At length lie nudgedý a
Clarence man whe lad acccmpanied him cn board, and nshed, IlWlicre arn 1 ?1"
&&lntticcance," licreplied. 'II carnot believe ycu," snid the.Chief. 11e was tIen
8hown thé~ engino, wlien, turning te lis friend, lie said "IMe say you are devil-men
that is, supernatural. beings-nnd say me net truly, Wliat man could make that?"

In their civil poiit.y, oacli tcwn or sniall tribe is inidependent, and is gcverned by
its Chiefs. They have their flrst, second, third, and eceasienally their feurth king,
at thc same ie. The first is in general an cld man, able te dlaim but little influ-
ence, and whien lie dies, tlîe next in rank stops into bis place, as a matter cf course.
The offices, if net in tlîecry hereditary, seeni in practice se, but it is tlie nephew
who succecds the~ uncle, net thc son the fatiier, a rule cf suecession,,whîdli aise pre-
vails amcng the Fantees at Cape Coast, and likcly arncng other tribes. The men cf
the town or tribe assemble in thic market-place, the gate cf the city, for the discussion
cf any public matter. Ia that beicnging te the tribe we visited, a great mnany concli-
sliells -%vere stuck upon a stick in the middle cf the space as cfferings, and twe large
snake skias were liung alcngside cf tliem. The wemen bave a curious custoýn cf
carryingr eut their infants and maidngr them toucli these skins, ia erder, as they say,
that, their children may grow long like the snakes. On occasions cf publie dis-
cussion, the tlirone cf the king is a stone, fenced wil clanms, plnced at the side cf
the space; and if a party wislies any new law enacted, or any change upon tlie old,
the spokesnian taki-es lis seat in the middle cf the space, s0 that ail may heur what
passes in thc discussion. They thus debate everything with cpen doors.

Tlîeir instrument cf war is tlîe spoar, fcrmed cf a species cf hard-wccd, sha.rpened
rit oe end, and eut into barbs. Though but a siender rcd, tapering at one end te
a more wand, yet it is thrown ivith great precision, and vith much greater effeet
thîn oue would suppose. Thc musket is new ccrning into use, but from ibts expense,
and. ia genoral its worthlessness as it rendhes the biands cf the Boobies, it is net very,


