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THE CHURCH TIMES.
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N RLAAURAL W A SN ARANANALIAAN
The Editors of the (Aurch Times do not hold themselveq res-
7 psnslblo for tho opinfona of thelr Correspond

SN N N T v T o P e

T0 THE XDITOR OF THE COURCH TIMES.

Dear Sir,—1 most earnestly wisk that some one
botter swited to the task had tuken in band the topics
which, with your perwiscion, I intend to treat. They
are most important, and wy inabulity to do them jusice
v readily acknowiedged ; but, as they have not been in
any way set befors our public, it seems better that
they should be bandled weakly than not at all. I
venture, tben, to ask you fora litle space in the
Church Times, that I may with all love and humility
address a tew remarks to my fellow Churchimen, and
to those who are over thew 1 the Lord.

I think it will be adintted that the status and pros-
pects ot the Church of England in this Diocese are
not so Lighly checring as they ouzht to be; and that
1 many secuons of the Province, as well as in almost
the whole of Prince Edward’s Island, she has less
Liold upon the people than the Sects who oppose her.

Every true Churchin.n regards hiz own as the
purest and most dec.deuly Apostolical branch of
Christ’s Universal Church : he knows the correctness
of bier doctsines, the unequalled excelleace of her no-
ble Luturgy, the piety of ber ministers—the names of
many of whom are, throughout all Christendom, fami-
lier as* household words.” He remembers with pride
the many unapswerable defences of the * One Faith”
sont forth by her champione; and be knows by bisown
experience the power of her services to direct, to
comfort, aud to confirm,—therefore he gives her bis
allegiauce aud his love. Ho believes and trusis in the
promises of Him who said ¢ Lo 1 am with you always,
even unto the ¢nd of the world” He loves the
Church then, but it is for ChsisU’ssake. He hears
with deep sorrow and self accusation of her weakness,
and soon with joy and thanksgiving he marks ber
success. He praysfor the peace of Zion,and labors
for her prosperity.

We all claim to be Churchmen of this stamp.—
While then we rejoice to know that our beloved
Chorch has been the honored instrument of much
good for her Divine Master, weo lament tbat her
career bas not been wmore tiiumpbant, her labors
more abundantly successful. We feel that if she
loses one disciple, or fails to make one where there is
opportuaity, she is weaker than she ought 1o be; and
it behoves us to inquire into the causes of this weak-
ness, and, if at all possible, to remedy or remove them.
We have the word of the faitbful Promiser, but we
can clar no blesnings unless we use the meauns He
places witbin our reach, Hs will be witb us, and give
us prosperity, but the measure of it will ba our own
£aith, wisdom, and zeal.

1s it true, then, that the Chuich loses disciples 2—
Yes ; occasionally. The fact cannot and need not be
denied. Isitalso true that abe fails to makes disciples
of those around her, who are often ia gross darkness,
sometimes in gross error 2 1t is too true. If the reader
canoot verify this from his own observation, staiistics
will verify it. They will show that while Methodists,
Ba, :ists, and others increase their numbers considera-
bly every year, oura do not increase much, if at all,
beyond what mighi bs expected [rom the mowth of
famities. The sccts named live Dy what they take
from us and pick up from the unclaimed z2ad unca ed
for around us. They pursue an aggrestive policy.—
They seek in all their labors to gain convests, < hile
@e rest in a calm, conservative polTy, a pelicy =ot
at all aggressive, an? oot even suflidently defentive.

To increase our numbers and by so do’ng to in-
erease our influcnce, we must modi(y sur policy. Xt
is right to learn cvez from an enemy.’ C'hy came
means that lead o increase among ojter badies gull
with us. We can study their phacs of actisn, and
earefully avoiding whatsver is voprebensible, adopt
them 80 farand i such circumstances az they may
prove nscessary, mo.e especially 3 we can do 13is
without infringing upon the settled lavs and usages
of the Church.

" First then, oun Clorgymen sbould treak in vpon the
mouotony of scrmonizing. Their atyle is for the most
past too correctand criticol.  Thezw is in i 10 much
of the didactic, the expository, the argumentative and
purely theological—while that which prospe:: most
w:th others is the direct declesatory style—warnicgs,

exhortations, reproofs, and appeals—given ia tho Zim- §

plest language, but with zeal and enexgy.

The unparallelied succers of Spurgeon, should not
be witbout its effect vpon our Clergy. To what do
they attribute it,—Nis wonderful eloquence ? He has

no such gift. In the two volumas of bis sermons there is
not a paragraph that aven anproaches “hestyle of pure
snd loity oratory, his attempis at flight are not ma-
jestio soariugs, but most frequently ambitivus, spasmo-
dic jumps. Is it profound wisdom and knowledge
I1is knowledge scems superficial enough, and of wis-
dom wo seo no wonderini dwplay. Is it then the
corrdetness of s creed. We could bardly have a
worse, for be teaches rujeotion of the young from
Chrisvs Church, the plunging of the whole body un-
der water a8 necessary o Baptism, the forcible ealva.
tion of some sndividuals and the damnation of others
© for the glory of God ! Is there then in this creed
augbt to warrant the belicf that it is to it Lissuccess
isdus 2 By nomeans! The secrot is here, he it dn
earnest. e 1s full of zeal, and bis heurers feel that
he believes in the importance of wbat he declares,
and tbis ardor and sincirity beget confidence and
assent.  Ihs language is plain, homely Saxon, it is
at once understood, biy meaning is ever clear, hee
appeals sitike lome to the conscienca and the heart
atonce. Does not this show our Minwsters that cor-
rectuess of style may often be sacrificed with advan-
tage, and that labored disquritions will not reach the
beart or captivate the mund like the piain aud carn-
est utierance of tho gospel message. Then as to
subjects—they should be more frequently of the awa-
kening character than they are. The fulness of the
provision mads 1 the pian of salvation for the whole
world, the richness of the mercy of God in Christ
Jusus, the loving welcome that awaits the retursing
prodigal, the folly and madness of unbelief, or care-
lessness, and of delay in connection with religion.
Theee things should, I believe, be more frequently
and more warmly urged upon our own people, and
those to whom our ministers may bave access. Bat yet
by no means must our pecaliar tenets as to faith aed
practice be loft unexplained, else our silence will be ta-
ken for consent to the views ol others, or to that erro-
neous notion that thess things are altogether matters of
indifference. Look at the poticy of othersin what they
call a *rovival’ They preach repentance and faith,
they warn and they entreat until their bearers cry,
“ what must we do to be saved 2” and then to end the
matter they say ** Ye must follow your Lord,” by which
they mean, * You must go downinto the water,” and
so the pliable minds are beat, and the members are
jucreased, and the seed of the ¢ glorious work™ (as it
is called) is geined. Now we can, without imitatiog
the transparent sectarian greediness of this policy,
learn from it the proper way of acting with those who
stand to us in the relatin of seekers or disciples,—
preach first as most important the blessed traths of the
Gospel, deliver the message with which our Lord bas
entrusted His ministers, and then, as next imwpostant,
state clearly the peculiar doctrines and practices of
tha Church, and defend thera against the most usual
zad plausible objectione.

But chi fly, and above all, Sir, [ think we need in
this diocese adistinct class of Ministers to those we
row bave. I rejoice to see that the reporis lately pre-
seated to Convocation in England contain a suggestion
of the very thing which I bave long thought necessary
far the Church in this Diocess, that 1s, the ectablishing
of a corps of travelling bome Missionasics. It is con-
fezsed that at home thu parochial system, though ink-
aitely better than cny ciber, is yet notin every case
2bls to meet the wants of the people, and if this bo
tuein Eogland, where zociety is i3 o satiled state,
whe- e avery league bzs its bamlct, 2ad evay bamlet
3¢ Chzreh, wheve funds are 0 alunlant, and paro-
cbial s3bcale to ba found evceywlhere, muit it not be
sull moie tros of pocr Move Sectia ia whick eve. ything
33 duectly the opposite.

7t ig on ¢l haods cozfuad that oue Cle.gy kavs too
uck 0 20, 2ad yor o do not wish their labors less
thao “Ley avo st pratoot. Lhe spbere of labow sheald
by lets, the pasuucs more cizeueesibed.  Tho pre-
cans system of cxtansive missions waich focm pessisity
the Churck hes tc wCopt, iz do2 thetin i great mea-
cure wastez the eucrgics f te Ministcra, Tho prin-
sipal stetion 1aay lave tessice oace & week, znd the
Sutetations oo rotation oa Seadsy ltevnoons, so that

sheve Js o0ftep =2 interval of fom Jour €5 83x or saven,

weels batwean 3ho cesvices 33 thasz places, wed of
scursw cach &0 smacunt of winirationds quite inade-
quate, whila even this 30 occupics the tme sod ex-
hausts the powers of (Lo Minister, thet bis home con-
gregation sufiere.

Whils A. B, C. T. E. & F. zre attackied to the

parish of R. it is clea> that the people o R. who |

bave the burden to bear in cll financial matters, and
from that and on other grounds the first claim upon

a great measure, that he may attend to the outpo;trn,'.
and yet what is the result. Do we not find that the
congregations at thesw stations on the Sundays when
they have no service, are in the Baptist or Prasbyte-
rian meuting house. Do we ever find them as wnr'mly
devoted to the Church and as zealous in maintaining
her chariiias in proportion to their means as the mom-
bers of the central church 2 1 think it is seldom or
never found so, &ud this fact proves at once that the
prescat system ié not suited to the wants of these out-
staiions. Trers are alsu 1 cvery pa:ih or wision
other places much in need of regular atiendance,
which the Clergyman in charge is totally unable to
givo, Such places the Dlethodist innwrants or the
ever vigilant Baptists find out, and after a few ser-
mony sweep the community into their own uvet, and
appoint a lay reader or exhorter to kesp them there,
Tbence after there is no openivg for the Church
Clotgyman even if bis engsgements should permit
him 1o look after these lucalitier. His presence would
be esteemed an intrurion ; or if a bearing should be
given be would not dare to preach on the distinctive
principles of the Church. As a lover of poace and a
man depending in many ways for bis bappiness upon
thoso around him, be feels it best to eveid evén neces- ~
sary contravessy, to be silent about iufant baptism,
immersion, and the evil of divisions in the Church of
Christ, and bissilence is to all intents and purposes
a tacit approval of the views of those whom he ad-
dresses.  In such localities, and 1 know several such,
ths opinion is held universally and carefully inculea
ted upon the young, that the Church of England isa
mere Ecclesiastical machine, without lite or vigor,
that if it even did do good, its day of power and use-
fulnoss is past—that che is a blind guide, dead in
formality, popish and abominable.

Can wé submit to this ? can we affurd to fold our
arms in contemptuous disregard of what is thus going
on day after day befors our eyes. We cannol and
must ot.  We must be up and dcing, else these op-
ponents will work us still more serious injury. If we
hope for 1bd continuance and well being of our Church.
in the Dioscese, we must coutest every inch of ground
wi h the gectaries. The parochial clergy cannot do
this, but a band of zealous and devoted travelling
Missionaries could and would doit. If srnt into thae
remote ssttlements, where opposing agencies arg in
mos! active operation, they would soon under ths
blessing of God effect a marked change. In places
where there are now regular services at long iotesvals,
they would come with the prestige of novelty (the
power of which othiers can appreciate,) and by a
serias of awakening Ciscourses arouss the aitentior
and seek to gain the hearts of the pecple, pointing
them to the Lamb of God. Aund when an interest
would be preduced aud indications of good become
manifest, then bind up the wheat in tho garaer, then
clearly set forward our Church’s views and detengd
them, ac@ urge upon the people the duty of consist
eacy zod usitormity, of love to their venerable mo-
ther acd her time-bonored services. Aund fioally,
w.th the approval of the lncumbant and the Bishop,
either appoint proper lay readers or urge them to
meet for worsbip among themselves every Sanday,
sather than swell tho audiences at the disseating
chapels, until they can be sgein visited. Such an
arrangement T bold would give us all the benefit of
what is called ¢ a revival” in each locality without any
ons of its evils. No mere animal excitements, 8o bed-
lamite confusion, 20 jmmoralities, none whatever of

| that profanity whick is s0 often witnessed under the

sme of devotion.

A, tzavelling Missionary of tho kind contemplated
woald tnow no fear bub of offending bis Divine Mas-
ter. Ha would also be in evory way independent of
t1e people, and could, therefore, more readily engage
ic the asserring of Church doctrines and the confutin
of arzor tban any located minister. He should in.
every casa preach extemporaneously, partly to rerove
tha ridiculous notion tbat Church Clergymen bhays
not this * gift,” but chieQy because his coogregation
will be composed of plain, unlettered peopls, upen
whoz the simplest statement of Goapel trath would
fiave infinitely more weigbt than the most elaborgte
composition. s should also Ve able apd willing to.,
prezch ‘once aday,and to spend bis.time during.bis.
angagement solely in the work.of his office. To onm-.
bla bim to do this, be shoold be free fsom:all pecunis.
ry, paroghial, o household cares, He should, during
his stay in any locality, Jive among the.people, learn.
ing their tastes and wants, and. gaining their' love by
accepting their hospitality, and:showing: forth in -prk
vate the fruits of -the Spirit; practising before .{"h‘m

 their pastor's services, must contiane to.forsgo themin { eyes ibat.which'hs preashes., -



